RAJYA SABHA [21 November, 2002]

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula, the Preamble and the Title
were added to the Bill.
SHRI VED PRAKASH GOYAL: Sir, | move :

That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, your reply on this Bill in the House
was your maiden speech.

SHRI VED PRAKASH GOYAL: | had my maiden speech yesterday
itself on another legislation.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But today, you have confirmed it. Now,
we adjourn for lunch till 2 p.m. When we re-assemble, we will take up the
Short Duration Discussion on the drought situation in various parts of the
country.

The House then adjourned for lunch, at fifty-six minutes past twelve of the
clock.
The House re-assembled after lunch at five minutes past two of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Drought situation in various parts of the country

it Hera HoN(TSRRAT) : FHIURT HBIGd, I8 ATBIAD ddl a0
P R AP W B! AR P g8 H ] AT 81 HEIGd, WRA @ATqD & D
TUe H ¥ 3R V) FRART & ST o1 raedadareli BT FHs™ drel U TS Iad
A, Fab AR YT JRTAT B TR 81 U8 PRIS! (ST, W AIGRI b
oy fape dde 31 TSl 81 dAlbadd | U BT & BRI GAT YA BT gRd
RTEd UEAT B4 AT, <A aci TSI ed, TRIRAd Jei=_ 59
TR fAST ) IR 3Maed e 19 <181 < ¥8T &1 98 33 9T & Uil eRarg
B TG d9dT I8 BT & H6e H, WRHR bes AR I, fawa aifad &
32 B 31 <2 & Ps AT A a9 HH M F PR G B RART 977 g8 2
faRIyeR TSR, Aeg U<9T, ST, SMEvQsl, BTe iR fIgr oy 1<
P 3SR Al AN &b A 37Dt B Hor fRATT 1 81 SR & $HYIe 41 89K
T H F 40 TR | AfYH AT H 319 B IR 7dhTal B WIdH (AT 7, Afp
39 9T 9 ues & v o0 SRR 7 Ugd 3§ 8 3igTol o T form o 3R
AN TR Hhe & AR & Ty Jomd a1 <t off 9 F7s bR |
HETIT & T JATTE B AU &I gl A & 9o feam 21|
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IS, 9 I9 1T & 32 el & 40,689 Tia T H TUC H 1 I
DI 4.47 BRIS STIHRAT G 4.51 BRIS UG & A JHIIT &1 I H WG B
FaTS &b AHI T8 129 ARI B IR &3 &b (490G 60.89 AT 2ac IR &3 3 gaTs
gs 19 # 18 A18 9 a9 &4 811 & PRI 50 TRHC gdTs < 8l W1 Iqdh
a1 g9t 7 8N & HROT S aTS B T8 ot I8 T ARI T B TS 21 37
TSR B ST $9 37T b AR | W Gl 5

ARIGY, IO B GRBR 7 9 b A & BT AT 60,519.76
BRI BUY ST AT, S 75 IRGR A FERIAT & BY H H A7 3R &H &
g&cl TSl AT P I 56 g Hifgd e I AR oA F75 PR o
RTSIRITT ARBR DI IHBI Sl 56 ARG Hlferep < g Bl AT AT, IHP W WX 2
g #Hifgd e g & U HRIT, Sl ISR WRBR 7 33T A1 form gl
RTSTRATT 1 b GHIY I8 41 & b IISRAT & IR H i1y 31 3R Bs b=
AT U PEd B b IR ARBR P S FERIAT <1 ST T2t 8§ I8 ISR
IRBR 8] 30T IET Bl 59 X8 & ] P FHONA H BRI Sl g1 F ST
TEdl g [ DI AT g &, Sl ISR IRBR 81 IS 817 3R T4 5
S § gAY 1941 A T $RA & Al SIRAT ARBR 81 SO R81? IR BH
S A H GO ST I el DR 8 Al TSR ARDR J8aR B IR V6! 8,
3BT B B I&T g1 S HT S felar 8, SHBT RTGT RIS I8 31T ISl B
AT ¥ FoT R&1 81 S8l T YUIUel g &l 1 &, ST ARBR 7 4.9 TR
SO B, STaf% ORI 7 0.4 TRIT ISR &, IR T 1 0.1 AT 37T B
I8 YUITe g HuT 87 I8 WRI9 g &, S W AT &, Al 81 11 51 IR
STd g™ 3BT MR FRAT g et STt € <1 R 394 g 1 blg i o, TR
JATEHT 39 AT M2 9 g Bl 7 I3[ Bl HRYT J&! & b ST Blg g% 59
N &) T2 @) ST INBR SAB] SSTHY Hal of SUIH? ST 59 @Rig ardl
PIs -l BT A1 o TRTHR b $HUX I8 <Y |} J¢ foar oirdr 2 fb g
WRBR TS g 781 IoT X8 ?

TG, T & W B ey Ao & Sfata it g faar S g,
IGD! RAfT WY § ruep] Far1 @redl gl ORI ARBR 7 e Iorr 4
94.5 TRHT 37T HITT ISTT B, ORI TRHR 7 76.9 THCT I HITT SOT]
2, SIRGEE WRPR 7 74 TACT YT HIe] ISMT & 3R IR U9 ARBR 7 49.2
GRYC ITYAT DI IOMT 2l MR §7 WHRI | JoT b oxd Al oI
HRBIR 1 YT B R [HAT &1 3R 1T g bl a1 X ol Gidiet g a8
g 2, e oIy 50 TR 71 38 IR 75 GbR Bl forar © b 596 e 4
R &g ¢ a1 S =+ aRAR & 7! T e UR s g (371 9, <ifes
F75 ARBR 7 AU TP SAP! 91d 21 Gl $P AATdl ST g Sl IS
T, I9H! FRART T8 B 6 o™ &) WR$GR A 75 URAT 39T ST, STafd
ORI WREBR 7 47 TR ISM, SIREE TEHR 7 40 TRHE ISTT 3R IR
TSI Pl ARER 7 27 URAC ST &l I8 FRART Bl bR i ORI WRaBR Bl
TESER WYV SHR g4 BT ST & b RTSRAT Bl TRBR g 81 ST &
27

197



RAJYA SABHA [21 November, 2002]

[UTART HBIGY, ST HAPBR ABIel B Hbe Usel Yl ol galll
|fedl | B T AT [ 39 IS BT Bl o & e P gar Al 2l
TSR & 79 YRY H U1+ 31 el AT, 37T g8f Sgdall Bl T+l i<l =rel
AT 2, TSUUl BT YT A< =l T 21 U BT uT, S gsul 4, el ATSirAl
&1, Tt g FRART 9 71 8, [wafcr Fered | o forel & § a1ren g 54 Rrel
H BT G & T BT b T gaN HRAT AT b 37T BT IR 34 I WP
Hepe a9 AT &, AT A A aRrd & g1 fa &1 ot Slarefl uR # S Wig # o,
I & B9 50 TTaT & ST 3R I 31T AR I &8 2 9 f5 gR Mg § S |
arit firstar Y, SR Bl gaver R IR aifed iR Al IS g & e
JHTIfer HEIqd, § el dredl § & el Ife SR A uTHl B el Hedl
S B T H, 519 WIHR T Ul 7, I awh o o R B AR e 7
& P75 PR B 39 3R & <1 =AY b5 ARHR 41 & g & oy,
ST & G & o AfE 31 IR JIoT1 S7ch 2, ToRAT SHeIT RATId
RE1 2, iy Ul SIS ISt 9 1l 81 b Al Bl Y& | BRI el b,
QRN &1 3BT Bl AR A GehRI A Fb, 75 AR Bl WAl Big IR
RISSIESISICIEY

PeT ST b T HAT S oAl FHT § P ¥ o foh i) &l SireT oy,
H b5 WRHR A (e BT =1Ed § (& AT B S BT @I I 39T
T I, AT ITORATT B 3T e &R Bl A Wiolde 14| 15y
ARG & YRT ZaT1 U1 921 7, RTam U1 31y <7 81 S99 U &1 21 98 |d a”
qret 8, 3fory ST el 8% Bl 31T 2ol UIotde 947 © R TSR &
B A DA 1/3 9T H AT I ST S R gER If A0 5 2+l Hioiae
g7 foram Y I o<l TR 81 STRIAT 3R &% <1t o 3R S RTall § gl orell
ST 34T R7 I8 faed ® fop afe g romee &1 werl ared € 3R
ISR & G H GEHRI FTE © I ISR &R DI T Hloide H 3179
TRT HITTY AR FHD! T HIoIde FATHR ISR DI T ST

JAIRT HEled, $HUb A1 & A § Hul =8l g b qoRT
IRPR b IR H IGIR 3R goiaei~1h AT a1elt = Ao T g1 W
eI fohar 81 I8 9 M1 & 6 12 f$fgae & oier q@ 4 drl &1 gy &
T § 3R 39T 91 aR fhar a1, S4fe aRdfded 399 W 21 39 12
S ezae § vy A gy 71E1 8, Pad dHIRAT & BRI G §S & [elfhT ST
ARBR Pl IGAH B $ 1Y o ISR ARPR AP G A $ [ BH
&l PR YET &, SRATT WXDR Bl gG1H DI b [o7U I8 T8I A1 11 3R
SAD] SITE-STTE YA A1 171 89N & TRBR &b @Il 731 1 B AMIBRT
a7 &Y, TSR WRBR 1 Gl &1 el [ DIg AfIDR STie B &b ferq 311y
2101 S 81T 81§, 15T WRBR Bl Gl &l SN & elfch oA AP
B AT e &l s AR Y8 F ARBRT MY 3@ ITH! a1 RIS off, a1 T8
off, ¥ I=iA RUIC < Fael AR A a1 Hb 371 Y, SEH] a1 Gol AR
ST 914 & 3MER TR I8 Rl < &1 b AT @ 4 AR 7Y,
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P R Pl O AR 21 ISRAT & Aol JGIRI A, T8 “af 1
URBR” U Aldel WIR &, IFH 10 3RpaR bl VP TR BRI 8s b
fPeTe § HUINTT 1 3 g=di BT HId 81 TS| 17 3pax Bl 12 g=di Bl HId BT
TR “fEGRI ISRy H 3Ms| I8 Wk UHIRId 811 & 915 d8i &b TR ,
I8 P WRPR F TP SId b oIV o ifecarerd, dier & & aks
STFe] B T HHST ofl b ST B garsy fob aRdfdddr w1 81 59 BT
H ST H dTel STaex AR & off 91, gy I faeivs +f 9, doae, g9
A el @ HAct 7 Rl & f /i 4 4 721 g8, 379 g1 @l H/id R
¥ g8 B Awfad dmiRat off — Rremefed, swfasfcs 7R, IR
TR anfe, St w1iat # Bl &< 8, Afh U IoifTd S & BRI TR
F5 AR B 74, RS e 91 &7 9 39 THR & geT g, d IR-IR
IR T81 A Al G BT HFR 91, I RT B I8t i ? Baer S1.8).a1e1 of a8i o
SRR 3R SRGR a1l Pl d81 of TR IRBR & RIATH TTefd YR &l &7 AT
3R ITPT o B & oI gUER b1 ST T A7 3R I HIdl BT AfGHH ST
BI 3BT AT ITH B Hid 1 off S GATS S Bt & Afh I8 1 g 9 g8 A
PR T AT T 39 THR BT II1aR0T I8i I917 TAT| 3! FRIbrId Ta=R Bl
DI G| TG TGR 7 57 WIBR H SHD! SI1d b {77 el 3R I ARBR 7 T8
[T BT 7 HHST Aol T &t &1 219+ Rl &1 & % a8f =g 4 fhh ot
& 781 g3 ©, dich SHTNIT Bl goT8 | I 83 ol

B 379 SN TR | W) I8 ATEd & b TSI oY §9 WVl GHRI
P foTT I g TRTHR IR 919 STef [ I8 59 M1 e &b FHI AT H SATS]
Heg YO ARGR Bl <1 H3 HEIGT 7 I8 1T o oA & 3iSR 3[dhTod
Pl....(FLH)...

it Jpumafer: Hiom ArEq, 3 91d YA R 6 et urdl o ga '
BT THY e B 3R MU 91e] &Y 3R 3 4-5 Wi B

7t et T Hor: TET, B9 Phact 2 Wi &

it gumaf: T A1 SUTeT AU gY &1 31us! dieid §Y B 15 fHe 81
b &1 379 JATT YU YTCT BT T T2 B

it Heraws Hon(Teer):

HEIGY, H U 91 SToa] HHIG HR DY DI BB TORATT DY
TRBR F 7,500 BRIS BYY HA I fh 31} T g ARBR F b IAT I el
feram 81 TSR TSR 7 P75 WRBR W 56 ARG 7 g HIM & oAb 379 Th
$ad 2 g Hifgd e g AT 8 S I8 SRR 7 o7 for1 1 39F rardn
3R 5 &g < g <1 D1 1< 21 S BH Y FelT? I8 dl H& S Y H IR P
CRERE

JHTAfY ARG, ITSRATT H FAT HARR BT & fob AN Bl ISR
S 3R 7OIGY) & & oIy 98f B AR & U U 81 51 W 99T H b
PR T ARl Bl AR &l B BT 81 H S0 =18 § [ Fvsr GRPR B
< 981 Be
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TS 3R fpaw o1 & a1g 89 &9 7 RUIE 1?2 v WRAR &) 98 HIF A
PHAT oft T 39 U a1 Relist 7181 fopa, 339 31T 1 Refitst 781 fopan?

FHTIRT HEIGY, 31T ITSRATT A AT 8 MR AT ISR &b G &a DI
T 1 3N T ISR Y & 37R M9+ & HaT AT foh ISR Bl STal
BI 59 WV AP A GEHRI [T & ol BIs W WRPR 81, 918 98 b7 A
P ST A SITST FerIal BRI T IRIIRT & HA1EgH 3 ugr ® fob o 347
AT | IR BIdBR AU I8l bidc e o1 g M gairs o iR 379
BT AT fh ST8T MDY STBIet §, S URATST & 1T I Teh Udhol SINT B | 31T
TART G FHE 21 3T ISR BT Aged BT 21 MU 37ehTel Pl I B
BT H AT B St Qi R 8, I8 feell # & a1l @Rl & gar g
21 3TPTel BT BIAT 8, TbTSl b THY FIT THKT Bl 2, 39 3T Sridf 2l §
MY e BRI S MY Y= YU BT STATT BN 31K I[SRATT Bl RTST

STl e lddl f&mcu\il

JUTYFY HEIGT, ST ART ISR & GRBR & HUR 399 I8 P fF
3 A &, 9 I IRHa1 o &l 781 &, I Al S (81 IR HORTHT PR W&
g1 ¥ ATYD! AT AT o ISR B ARPR o RiciaR b HEIH H JbId &
B @i U & forad T8d Al I ISR &1 71 9871 2 31 Ma-7ig & 3fax
I YT < IR 10-10 faaeet g I@dT f&am 731 & d1fes dls aafth & q 7
1 IS T IR, SSaTe] ¥ U fhaimie 9 §R 8 dl 39d oy 2 fFac
g QT T T 81 SRR ARBR D RT3 DI SIDR 3R b5 DR
F qRT FEIIT 31 1 $9 e BT AR 6+ H IR Bl TRIGR Go el
e, 39 | UR H YEI e dredl gl gIare|

#ft Geirer At (STR U<e0): AR QU 7B, H MUeT o
AT § fop STuT 931 59 Heayul [I9 UR drel &1 HiepT fm| 3191 81 il
qiFe B8 I8 A 3R IR U] Frel § RGN Bl SITET G DI AU b7s
ERIHR IR 3TRIT TG AR Sl §DhIDhd &, il Fel 91d & SHD] NPT S
B4 {1, afch I8 39 1A Bl SITaT S0 6 {6 T8 4 b5 ARBR
et Y81 &1 H I8 HE1 AT8d § b 89 U U | H, qdled 9a9 H 90 &
3R I8l ¥ 519 89 Pl W1 I bed 5, $O I I8 IKd B © dl ART a0
AR AR IET B ]I I8 AT © 9T I8 W W ql T 98 I8
A & @ 1 g Sil fRIf & g8 baet fbdl vep urch a1 foelt uep <t 4 St
g el ¥ 9fch g ol FRARY & R g 1 FRrgen & oiR uei i) # 39 a7 3
Sl ®E V8T § 201 42y g1 39 a1 R 39y R8T § o e o7 R 4
T @1 fRIfy & Fraes & forg 9 fawa &1 Iromiforescor far o <@t § I8
faregrel Terd aTd 1 31TST B4 UTST TS ¥ R SHR §8 FHRIT BT THIE $&
Tt 81 31 I8 R faward & 6 51 ave 4 s WRaR 1 {Usd oo
qut § 39 3R A9 &u7 {31 @ SHB! 89 ToRIETST 8] B Al SHD gRT
AEEYUl HEH IAIY Y &1 IR 319 89 B8 b Tel blffc! dreloidl be
DI S 1 &, U9 |l BRIS IY S HRYF B $I Sl 914 © I8 9
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TART ARTHR 7 TH. 1Y, B TRIPY 7 & 39 3R HGH 931, 399 3R
7 feam| ot agd A AT Hel T8 b HSHTd B ST 81§ e ared §
5 Tl o= it 5l THR A PR el dig VAl UThfad MaT | o8 a
Prg AR 1 HY W) fHft bR | V9T Bl IoHIT T8l 9Ts, VAT
RO T8 SUTS | H SRl 5 97 1 dHeT ATl g fob g9 Uieas ! et
& Aiag 9 I8l U= 93 81 ud! A1 BT o Si9 ufvas darer # qrg @ Rufa

319 SR 460 HRIS TUY BT GARTRT 3T g Bl....(ALTH)...

#t AAiHE @Sl (IREHT ) 460 BT 1460 PR QI
... (TAHTH)...

Y YT SIS H 3MTIh ATHT T2 7 e El....(FIEH)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, my humble submission is that
this is not a public relations exercise which is going on. This is a very serious
discussion on drought. Let us discuss that. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUNIL SHASTRI: | am discussing a very serious matter.
...(Interruptions)....

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: You are doing a public relations
exercise for the Government of India. The Ministers of the Government of
India are there. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUNIL SHASTRI: When | am saying something, | request the
hon. Member to believe me because it is a fact. | am not saying anything
wrong. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: You are not the Government of
India. The Government of India is there. ...(Interruptions)....

it FuTafY: 319 Fer SITYI ST 3Taes! 9ISt BT AT TYHT AT ATY
REEIEN

#t duieR qE@OI: WHR B RE I dlel, ARPR & A3 dlall
...(TAIH)... GE & HUR 1 BRYL...(GLTH)...

SNt UMY : TRBR B RSB I 9Tl AT MY IR I dred| 3MYDT e
BT AR B S AW P GHI IS 3MY 39 IS BT e B dl @il
HIRTHA MIDT GA1...(FIH). .

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West Bengal): The hon. Member should
read it out.

SHRI SUNIL SHASTRI : You want me to read out that particular
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part? | will certainly read it out, because it is a fact. | am not saying anything
which is not correct. | will only speak the truth, and | will only present before
you the fact.

AT FHTIRT HBlGd, § 81 IR §9 914 $I BT A (b S Bl
oAl RBR B BT €, TS ARBR I I8! & A1 31T 39 UGl ST B BT
P SIT IET B1 1) TR AT S AEIGY IO Bl a7 B I8 | H B
=Tl g % G BIS & St Pengya steit Mt off, I896 IR § G Ic 71 I8
BT § fob FITAT 3911 vy =1 JTOTRAT ARBR B ATHR FhT, IO ARBR
DI a1, I TSR TRBR IoT H e &1 81| § ATIeh] g1 W8l § b /ey
T3l WRBR o A S THR I {HAT 81 Sl 1 I Irefed garr, 9 IAT
IoTT el |

S8l T 1T $RIANG DI FaTdl 8, § ORI & A1 qadi
B ATE {5 FT TE1 1Y SRR FHIH DI ISR ARPR o 39 Gl 4
] fh) FTaas] STUelT TSR & @I+ B oY, SIT JATRIT /TSR o fopri
T WNBR A G | § 57 99 a1l B SAAY B8 8T g b & AT | 781
TSI =Y 3T G B AR 8, g 1R A 8, 15 RIS F Sg1eT A
SO YT 81 g &, Q! RIS # 89 99 Al &l fAao]aax 59 9ARI &
HTET GG [ThTerT 81T

H ToT ISRAT B B 91 ofchl § | o wwe sfsy it S o
TG 2T, I9 G AN B1 g8 A1 AT, AR BT I8 el AT {6 399 8
TE BT 3R I8 Phad Th AISTT &1 gThx X8 SR | heTel o= § Sigi-
&l 9 o 2, 981 IR IRI IR% eRaTel € gRarelt Tor a1l 21 # 39 a1d &1
AT ATEdT § fob g H3ll ST 7 fORy a1t 1 75 o 2, 9 311 |e 37aT
21 BAR g aafth < |ivde ot <8, F920 ot *8, S1. 3.7 ¥4, S8 39
q1d B I8 U8 <20 b G H A BT JAT [T 211 98 d1ed 9 AR I8
Ig $el AT fh T TR T gRT I Bl Sile B S WhIH &, P! 8H
ST AT | ST AR o1 o 93 A A8y &l 377K 9 AT U a1 e
STl € 3R SHd YT ATl I91I ST & 31X STeT-31eT AT UR U+ Bl
T DI IR SIS & A1 a73 SR G& 1 Sl YhIY AT & SqH 8 AU
foR¥ATT BT 3R STUT S BT 99T Aol &1 §F T BHAT 9 H HEd & T WK
U P YL Q97 &1 WX Y19 U1 ofTel T81gR 2! Sl 4 59 Q97 Bl S
ST, ST fhar &1 ART {31 211 ShT I8 -1 AT, I6T1 81 781 S P &%
U ARIRG &1 I8 AT o7 & 7S] A1l uR 9N &, <9 3l & 89R
FEIGY ST HRA B, Al ST P 3G @AY & RIATE DTS ofSTs oedl © Al a8
EHIRT GBIGR (AT & SiI 3791 T I8ThR 89 AlFll Bl 31 ol &1 H 39 a1
P AT BT AT § 6 ST 1T B 10 T I B HeT FHEd 8 < Mo
oTg ®, ERATOM &, 78RS €, I SI-09 U3 U € o8l T 9 A &
ST B! T3TIT & oI SR IUST 961 81 G4 AT BT Sirew &F 91 89R
TeT H3AT ST 7 37 BT 1 H Fel g1 H A1 § {6 oR S99 I $l 3R U8
I &g feam T grar o o St R R <91 § S 81 Il ', S99 §H
99 ADhd U, ST 8H
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ATHAT B Fhd | 31T MMALIHT & fh 8% Ut & &% b &l 39
IR AT R foh S 31191 8HRT TRt giete RO Rivew a1 et RiveH
Sire @ Sl IS 2,391 8 U 99T <, SAD! a1 &I IT I | 98 A
AT BT HET & b SHH TSI gFRIRT T <ifth 31TST SRR 89 < b gH Y
T IR I T DI T BT 9 Sire+ &1 I fhar 8, g dveg 9 &9
ST fohar RIS a1 fdt dve @ Sieve fhar 3R 31 89 S9! 3R 98 38
21 31 S UBR A 1R 31T &9 9 AT DI Sire Bl a1d B dl 58t U
3R EARY AT & A1egH | &H Y1 AR 91 SH1 Bl 81 b Ahil g (bl
P RaTs BT 1 TP 199 B, S B el dRld | Se SUdS] Bl bl SHD
1Y B A1 ST AN B! GIAeT, SIAurc e a1 giaem g4 et Sen, a8 i
To! YR UGS 9 9 9 8Rfl| #8Iey, Heldarserd R 8H ol + SaTeT
2T Tl 981 IR besii #3A1 Sff 93 8, H I AH1S9 a1 DRG] g b
B BfeaTssR IR BI%! &4 3 oifhd 8! 7+ # SRR 319 favag & 3=y
obi B % AISTID! T81 IR T8 S@ B! e T 6 Reier it @re 8t off,
MR BT WIS, IFPT IS SATST YA fhaT <71 ¥&T © 7 fb BeTargord &1l a1
el & fh BIAgoR RS &I Sl Graamd g6+ &, 19 T8 arawaar o,
I FHYI SI1&T fIaR 7 R gY 89 S9 31X I¢ fh 31T A8l I8 ©
o S i wrer €, S 89N IR 91 €, MR @l 918 7, 3 918 g,
ITBT TANT 8F Afdh F 31 g™ BT T HR NI g9 U 41 93
HEG GRS, § S9! AT W, 3ATIh AEgH | $9 914 Bl I8l IR B8
RE1 g 3IR a8 THIRAT P A1 H8 I8 g [ 3ATST 3R IE P8 ST (b dTHRI &
PR B B 4G g8 9 [ Y & SR GG §s 8l Al I8 SIS d1d A8l
g1 AT o 3f1R ISRA 3 I W PO AN 1 3 a1 W 4RI e faeman
6 Y@ & AR AN BT SBId gl &1 § Al 59 91d &l I8l R $8 @ §,
ST 9 919 ®I AR o1 R8T § [ 3R YU Bl F2d1 ARl &, 3R 37T
AR AT AN SITHR G981 e AT Bis i d81 IR AHR HE < b a8 a1 Fart
% BRI G B & A1 H GHSIT § (e 8 ST &b drar fawarsy a1 <11 § I8i o)
IE 914 BT ATET ...

2N} Ferere HON (TSR : Heled, FASIY B! Al a8i T €1 T8
13119 [efdl BE T8 &

Y et et § v e 3 ool 9T wHra o) <l H I8 FE
=TE g o 3T fo e aea #R <8 €, forg aRaR 4 &l 4@ 9 7R @ &, 3R
STHT T8 HET & 6 TAR AR &1 S (e g 2, IR Y@ A g3 8, T &
PR BAT € <l AT §H AGD] I T DI AT MY TS WRBR R He
o a8 T2 71t A1 H FHera § [ 98 ST T 9979 €, S9! Told |14 8l
311 &4 A1 =112 iR &4 g9 &2 § SR Hed o =A1feyl &4 U dhad
IO A1 foRTd AT 3 89 Y@a]l. ..

T1. ERR TS (ORY): FHT ABIGAT, § AL,
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Y FuTafd: 3T e § SIfTUIT| ST THR 377 X7 Bl

. IR ATHS: WX A S9H T8] 7, § $del Uh d1d st de¥ §
EEEIRCIERIN]
it |umafer: @ <A OR enft S AR T B

ST, IR A : A Wi Sl Y@ § 73 dTell 91 &8 32 8, T8
{9 G TS 91 21 3R 9 Fed ¥ g8l Bls 71 & ol Rtk H 371 afial
@1 2 1R I8 A I W o 81 7 s W E, Rwa § 9 9= &, S A1
=i & ATaT-fd 3 QR 7 & =t § w81 © 6 fed S 4w g, fea fam
3T H gATSl BRI 2, fha U @ fovan 21 § g R=1ert & a1y |9
Ued UR 39 GIfSTN AT Bl G Ahdl § 3R SHBI 98 o Ahd ol §
AT & 121 39 91 Bl e Vel g

oY wumafa: SR, 3y aga o« o | wifer—imieRaE w8 81 o9 a®
FER BT | BN 9 TP 3MYPBT ST B B DIy ST o] a9

it g Y. AT [ETafT S, H# 4% a1 8w I
8T IR AT FERI Y 811, 3R 981 R %81 & df § 9@ 910 I SHR Tl
BT oAb s S8l IR T AT U € 819 a8 IR 91adid & 7, 981 )
H1T- sl = I8 ®e1 € b Y=g & PR g9R yRaR H {4 gu 81 § swferg
S99 91 ®I Pe 1 § [ &9 I8 81 ded (& Bel gl §, Hel o] gall & olfd
IE 98 B TR G 2

ST, TR ATST AR A IRA H AN YA & RIPR 81, AT 4
% HROT AN BT Fe 81 A1 I8 980 o ¥ Bl 91d @ 3R § §9 91d DI dal
TTET § [ I8 TTRICT 3R 89 qHEI & [ hael ARBRI Bl & <l 98] U= 41 84
Td Arad B ST I8 1R 89 99 BT &l 89 G9! Aadx 39 T9:T &
fI%g TP B3R HIH SO BI, TTSls el Bl 3R It I8 wa 811 fh
YEHRI & PRI S BAR AN 7R &, I90] &4 991 Abil| A, 7 oeal &
[T H AP YT AR The R gY AT Aaw| F TgT 3TUT Bl o I
ST TSI d $UR ISHR 59 FHT HT THAEM ¢ [FTabTel 3R T VT

RTRIT G1Y FoTRaeh A1ea™ 3 89 <21 4 SR Tel! iR RTeTell a1 A |

it gurafa: =N ). e, ifervl... 399 ggel foh 3g died, § Y
HRIT ¥ Qb fde BT g A< v AR fauer, 91 & I I8l W
A 984 TR & oI 8154 H AT Aewl &1 IURRIRT 9gd o4 2| 394
T HAST ST & fop U9 iR Al wR unferamiie fafaa =21 21 safev § aea &
FIT ue, faRIelt vet oiR qrat |t gl & e e 9 % ...(aem)...

it a1 wTe ([98R): B & aTdl | 99 &1 rgH ffey, e
yTsH fffRex @I1g I8f T8 § 3R gaad TRV I1ed it &I Hel foar 11 §
g x|
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it uTafa: areg S B 991 AT | 3R o1y Ared Sft &t 910 R v®
27 ST S H | BIS 3R 21 BIaT Aifh e Bl 34 HRIA o1 Anfey foh
SATST A SUTE] Ge 59 T § 91 ofl T o< & 91 B A $H Jg J99f a
qfectes H ST 8 o 89N Hebe &b Uiy wa bl Ferg4fd |

SHRI C.RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Sir, for
giving me this opportunity to speak on a very important subject. Drought,
which is occurring in this country very frequently, and not a single session had
passed without discussing this subject. Sir, it is needless to mention that
farming community is the most neglected community in this country. The seats
of Members of this House might have changed; there might have been a
change in their positions; a number, of Committees in this regard might have
been set up by the various Governments successively. And, a lot of heat might
have generated during these debates; a number of packages should have
been announced by the Government and implemented to their capacities.
Thousands of crores of rupees should have been spent on these schemes, but
one thing remains static, that is, the miserable condition of the Indian farmer.
Sir, it is undoubtedly, | should say, it is the failure of the governance of this
country for the past five decades. We have failed on the irrigation front; we
have failed in harnessing the waters of the perennial rivers in this country, We
have failed in predicting the drought and its impact on the economy and in
initiating effective measures to combat the drought and when there is massive
calamity, we get to hear about the agonising conditions of the farmers in this
country. A number of times we have expressed our agony both inside and
outside the House regarding the miserable plight of the Indian farmers. Sir, if
you go through the data, today only 39 per cent of the net sown area is
irrigated in this country. This was admitted by the hon. Prime Minister in the
Lok Sabha yesterday. And, for the past two-and-a-half to three decades, no
significant and constructive efforts have been made to build agriculture
infrastructure in this country. Most of the farming community has to depend on
ground water, and there is a tremendous pressure on this. And the country's
hydraulic system is heavily dependent on monsoons. But since we could not
protect the environment, initiate measures for sustained development by
preserving environmental conditions of the country, there have been erratic
monsoons which are playing havoc with the farmers, but also with the
economy of the country. The public investment in irrigation has fallen
drastically from 23 per cent in the First Plan to eight per cent in the Eighth Plan
in real terms. And, | am told that it is seven per cent now. Sir, | have gone
through the document of the Tenth Plan. It has to
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accommodate a spill-over of 159 major irrigation projects and 242 medium
irrigation projects, which had been targeted for the earlier years. Sir, the need
of the hour is to provide more funds for irrigation infrastructure in this country.
The drought has its impact both on agriculture and industry. There will be
persistent stagnation in domestic savings and investments, and there will be a
severe deterioration of fiscal positions both at the Centre and in the States
which erode the resilience of the economy of the country. That is what is
happening and this makes it very difficult to withstand the impact of drought in
this country. Sir, | had the privilege of speaking on a similar subject earlier
also. | made this point very clear that you must improve the productivity of the
farmers as well as the productivity on the industrial front. Our productivity even
on the industrial front is very, very poor compared to other developing
countries; | am not mentioning of the developed countries like Europe and
China. When more than 70 per cent of the people still depend on agriculture, -
- ours being primarily an agrarian economy -- the more the income of the rural
masses, the more would be the capacity to purchase goods; there will be an
increased demand for goods. And, when we invest our savings in the
industrial field, the industry will get benefited and there will be a greater
demand for goods, and the industry can generate, manufacture, the goods.
That is the way in which we have to re-invigorate the country's economy and
that is where agriculture plays a vital role in this country. A number of times |
have reasserted this fact. But, unfortunately, the purchasing power of the
farmers of this country is considerably going down; of course, thanks to the
efforts of the Government, they could keep the inflation level static to a certain
extent. That is a solace to the poor people of this country. And because of this
lower demand for the goods, the industrial growth has also been affected.

Sir, | would now mention about the State of Andhra Pradesh from
which | come. The failure of the monsoon in our State has been more
accentuated by the inaction of the Central Government, without any timely
help. And they have failed to assess the impact of this drought and assess the
situation in the State. The deficiency of rainfall in our State is more than 47 per
cent. We have got very favourable agro-climatical conditions in our State. We
have got the very fertile Godawari Basin and the Krishna Basin where we can
produce more paddy. This year, out of 81.8 lakh hectares, which is the normal
crop area during kharif, we were able to cultivate only 32.33 lakh hectares.
Even in that area, we could not save the crops because of shortage of water.
Out of 1126 mandals, 836 mandals have
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been declared as drought-affected areas. Sir, | am extremely unhappy over
the attitude of our neighbouring States. | would plead that there should be a
national spirit among all the States. The entire delta in our State, which is
around 81.8 lakh hectares, has been affected, due to lack of water. We have
requested the Government of Karnataka because there is sufficient water in
the reservoirs of Krishna delta, like Alamatti. They don't need that much
quantity of water. There is water in the Cauvery; they do not need that much
water. On the other hand, we need water, and that is why we made a request
to the Government of Karnataka to release water for saving our crops.
Whatever power is generated from the water released by them, we are
prepared to give it to them.

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN (Karnataka): Sir, the fact is that...
interruptions)....

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH : | am not yielding, Sir. | have a lot of
respect for Shri Rajasekharan, but | am not yielding. ...{Interruptions).... | am
sorry, Sir. When he gets an opportunity to speak, he can put forth this point.
...(Interruptions)....

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN : Sir,...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat now...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH : Sir, | am not yielding. | am only
pointing out the callous attitude on the part of our neighbouring State. In
contrast, we can proudly say that when there was a cyclone which devasted
the economy of Orissa, we were the first to go to the rescue of Orissa. We
sent our team. We sent rice, blankets, medicines etc. and we restored the
communications system in Orissa. That is the spirit we have maintained. So
we did not expect this sort of treatment from our neighbouring States. Being a
lower riparian State, Sir, we cannot be punished. Of course, you are entitled
to retain that water.

DR. M.N. DAS (Orissa): Sir, it was from Andhra Pradesh that Orissa
got the first supply of relief material during the super cyclone, and not from
Tamil Nadu.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not interrupt..

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH : What | am trying to say is that States
should be ready to share the distress of their neighbours. That is
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the national spirit. This is the meaning of federalism. There is no point in
making the accusation that a particular State is getting more, and another one
is getting less. We do not object to Rajasthan getting more and Karnataka
getting more. But, it is-our primary duty to fight for our State's cause that is
why we have been representing at various fora and trying to solve our
problems. We have passed a Resolution unanimously. The Congress is also a
signatory to that Resolution. We have sent the Resolution to the Government
of India that we require Rs. 1210 crores. The Government of India has not
been that considerate. They have given only Rs.170 crores, which is a paltry
amount. | have got my own apprehensions, because of the statements made
by the leader of the Congress.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH):
The Congress had never said Andhra Pradesh should not get its due. Please
don't misquote us.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:There was a reference at Mt. Abu
also, regarding Andhra Pradesh. Yesterday, in Parliament also..
...(Interruptions)... If you want | can quote it.

SHRI K.RAHMAN KHAN (Karnataka): That is different. It has nothing
to do...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Yesterday also...(Interruptions)... |
can quote, if the Chair permits me ...(Interruptions)... Sir, there is a clear
difference between what they have done for States like Andhra Pradesh and
what they are doing for Rajasthan. ...(Interruptions)... This is the statement
made by Madam Sonia Gandhi. ...(Interruptions).... Sir, should | read out the
statement made at Mt. Abu?

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: We are saying that Rajasthan should get
its share. We are not...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Yes. We do not have any objection to
Rajasthan getting its share because Rajasthan is also facing problems like
suicides by farmers, severe drought and so on. We know what is meant by
drought more than anybody else in the country. We share the distress
conditions of the other States. We share their feelings. At the same time, you
should not come in the way of Andhra Pradesh getting more funds and more
resources. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA (Jharkhand): Let him speak. We have not
disturbed you.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Sir, | request that | should be
compensated for the time taken by these interruptions. The more the
disturbance, the more the time. ...(Interruptions)...

Sir, we have requested for Rs. 1200 crores and 25 lakh tonnes of rice
for rehabilitating the affected people in our State. Sir, there is one programme
which has been...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your time is over.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: | think | have been given 14 minutes,
Sir. Anyway, | am finishing.

The need of the hour for the Government of India is to take a holistic
approach. The Government should lay more emphasis on water harvesting,
water conservation and alternate cropping. Alternate cropping has to be
undertaken on a war-footing. The farmers have to be motivated and they have
to be encouraged to grow cereals like bajra, maize and so on, which consume
less water and which increase the income. In this, Government participation,
which has been totally absent, should also be there.

Sir, | appeal to all the political parties that in times of natural
calamities, we should not politicise these issues. We must try to reach a
consensus for the solution of these problems. In this regard, | welcome the
proposal for linking the rivers, that has been announced by the hon. Prime
Minister yesterday. It has a very wide perspective, that involves work over the
next forty or fifty years. There are certain perennial rivers in the North and
certain non-perennial rivers in the South. If this linking is done, most of the
States which do not have water will be benefited.

Sir, ultimately, agriculture in India has to be made a viable profession.
It is not a viable profession at present, because of small landholdings.
Because of the implementation of land ceiling laws, the extent of landholding
of the common man has gone down. The productivity is also very low,
because of which agriculture has become a totally unviable profession. There
is a necessity to increase the productivity. Even today, 49 per cent of the
urban poor and 41 per cent of the rural poor are still under-nourished.
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3.00 P.M.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: Yes, Sir. They consume 25 per cent
less calories than what they should have consumed, on an average. There is
a demand for foodgrains; there is a surplus in our godowns. But the people do
not have access to the foodgrains. The Government should come forward and
provide that access to farmers so that the people are in a position to purchase
the foodgrains. The Government's endeavour should be to increase the
productivity and reduce the cost of inputs in agriculture so that the viability of
agriculture, as a profession, is increased. Ultimately, | have a request to the
Government of India, that is, it should provide more funds for the rehabilitation
of the victims of drought in our State. | request specifically for provision of
more funds for drinking water in our State.

SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | thank
you for giving me an opportunity to speak. Sir, we are discussing a very
serious problem which is affecting almost 14 States of the country and which
is unprecedented in the history of the country. Sir, this year there has been a
sharp decline in the rainfall and we had a very bad monsoon. The rain deficit
has been about 30 per cent. In July itself, it was 49 per cent. Naturally large
parts of the Central and the Western India have been suffering most from
drought. AlImost the whole country is facing the same problem. Sir, this kind of
a tendency of drought has been there for the last three or four years. This year
it is very acute. What would be its impact? Naturally, there would be a sharp
fall in the agricultural production.

(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKAR KAUSHIK) in the Chair]

The area under cultivation is also going down. Last year it was 20 million
hectares of land was there for cultivation of cereals. This year it has been
reduced to 142 million hectares. So, what would be the result? There was
drought in 1972, 1979 and 1987. According to the Government records, in
1972-73 the foodgrain production fell as much as by 7.8 per cent, the
agricultural section has a whole was reduced by 5.7 per cent and the GDP
growth turned negative to a .3 per cent. In 1979-80 the foodgrain production
plunged by 17 per cent. As a result of this, the manufacturing sector also
witnessed a fall of 3.4 per cent and the GDP growth was a negative of 5.2 per
cent. Naturally, there would be an impact on our overall growth because of the
sharp fall in the agricultural production which is being expected this year. So,
the impact would be more not only on cereals but
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also on the area of sugarcane cultivation of UP. and Maharashtra which has
been adversely affected by this drought situation. We are going through a new
economic policy and because of this policy the agricultural input is being
reduced due to lack of investment by the Government as well as the private
sector. Mr. Ramachandraiah has already explained the details about the
agricultural input from the side of the public sector. Naturally, they are
expecting that the private sector is going to invest more in the agricultural
sector. But what was the real effect? The private sector has never invested in
agriculture for the benefit of the poor and medium peasants and the
agricultural labour. This aspect should be taken note of. But this Government
of BJP has never given any importance to increasing the input for agriculture,
investing for irrigation and other such things which support the agricultural
input. NaturaHy, because of this the result is before us. It was reported in
2001 that the availability of cereals in the country dropped to an all time low of
less than 143 kgs. and that of pulses below 10 kilogms per head, a situation
similar to colonial India.

That is the situation. The per capita income is coming down. This
year, there is an unprecedented drought. We have discussed this matter even
during the last Session of Parliament. The hon. Agriculture Minister was very
serious on the situation. It was reported in Frontline. The report says, | quote,
"The people who are likely to be the worst hit are the farmers and farm
labourers. The only thing that can really help the farm labourers is a Food-for-
Work Programme. And, here, the administrative machinery has an important
role to play." This is what the hon. Agriculture Minister said. Again, he said, |
quote, "l have heard of cattle being sold at low prices, because fodder prices
have gone up. That ic why a Food-for-Work Programme, fodder supply and
cattle shelters are priority areas." These were the words of the hon. Agriculture
Minister. He further said, | quote, "Even at our last meeting with State
Ministers, the total requirement of foodgains that was put before us was only
about 151 lakh tonnes. Availability is not a problem. The whole problem is
reaching the farm labourers on time and giving them enough work." What a
beautiful assessment made by the hon. Agriculture Minister! This issue of
Frontline is dated 30" August, 2002. The Government was very serious about
the situation. What have you done? What was the announcement from the
Government? Different State Governments came out with suggestions on
losses and reliefs and submitted the same to the Centre. The total relief asked
for is Rs. 20,000 crores. This is the total amount requested by the States
which the hon. Minister of Agriculture received in the month of

211



RAJYA SABHA [21 November, 2002]

August, 2002. When did you announce the relief package of a meagre amount
of Rs. 2,000 crores? This package was announced on 16" of November, 2002
- on the eve of the Winter Session of Parliament! You have announced this
meagre amount of Rs. 2,000 crores just a day before the Winter Session
starts! There were so many discussions. There was also a Committee headed
by the hon. Deputy Prime Minister. | must say that the hon. Deputy Prime
Minister was serious about the national security. His national security is only
about the security against Pakistan in the border. That national security does
not include the poorer sections living in the villages of the country. What kind
of national security is it to think about when the poor people are starving in the
country? What kind of national security is it minus the poor people in the
country? What is the attitude of this Government? This Government is having
such a callous attitude towards the poor people that it has failed to solve the
problem of drought and the Government has never risen to the expectations of
the people. Even the supporters of the Government are forced to oppose the
Government. That is what is happening in this House. This is very tragic to
say. Look at the problems of the poor farmers and the agricultural labourers.
There is no package for agricultural labourers. The Task Force did not
consider the waiver of interest on loans taken by the poor farmers and the
medium farmers. How are they going to pay the interest? What is the position
of farmers and agricultural labourers? Sir, starvation deaths are reported from
Rajasthan, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and even from Kerala. | would like to quote
from a newspaper report on the impact of drought. It was reported from
Chhattisgarh. The report says, | quote, "Having mortgaged his small piece of
agricultural land for the coming season to arrange for the money to perform
the last rites of his parents, a 42-year old farmer, Dhiraj Suryavanshi, ended
his life on October 14 after all his hopes of earning some money from the
paddy crop crashed due to acute drought." This is the situation that is
prevailing in almost all villages of India. Who is going to care about these poor
people? What is the approach of the Government? The Government is not at
all serious. Here, we are simply discussing the matter very peacefully. What is
the approach of the B.J.P.? Sir, it was reported on 15" November, 2002, in a
newspaper from Madhya Pradesh. The report says, | quote, "The Madhya
Pradesh Assembly was repeatedly adjourned today and the entire day's
business was washed out as Bharatiya Janata Party Members continued their
tirade against the Government protesting in the well of the House against 'poor
and inept' handling of the drought situation in the State. "This is what has
happened in Madhya
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Pradesh. Shri Venkaiah Naidu does not know anything about it. He was
repeating, preaching, telling and advising us how to behave in the House. This
is the behaviour of the BJP in Madhya Pradesh! Had they been in the
Opposition, Parliament would not have functioned at all.

Coming to the issue of agricultural labourers, | would like to say that
the Public Distribution System has failed totally. We have more than 650 crore
tonnes of grain in the godowns of the Food Corporation of India. But the
Government has not come out with any concrete proposal to help the landless
agricultural labourers, who are hit by the drought. You talk about giving some
package to this State and that State. But, what is the package for the landless
labourers? You are yet to announce it. You only talk about 'Antyodhaya’ and
all that. What is the BPL or the APL situation in this country? People are
dying, but according to your list, they are all above the Poverty Line. The
number of people holding BPL cards is very limited. So, you have to come out
with a concrete proposal for agricultural labourers who have lost their jobs,
because of the prevailing drought situation in the country, rather than coming
out with announcements that you have so far made. Therefore, a specific
programme should be announced by the Government. While replying to the
debate in the Lok Sabha on the prevailing drought situation in the country, the
Prime Minister, or, the concerned Minister did not make any announcement. |
hope, in this House, the Government will come with a specific proposal to help
the landless agricultural labourers who have been affected by the drought
situation prevailing in the country.

Then, Sir, with regard to crops, there is a different problem in my
State. In Kerala, we have cash crops like coconut, rubber, spices, etc. These
are all long-term crops. So, the loss will be for many years. If there is drought,
the loss will not be for a short period, it will be for a very long period. It will be
spread over three or four years. So, the loss will be more. The Government
has not announced any special programme for the drought-affected areas; for
such cash crops which have been adversely-affected by the drought.

Unfortunately, Sir, in Kerala, there is the Congress Government.
They did not approach the Government with proper suggestions. And that
Government is invisibly supported by the BJP. This is the advantage that the
Kerala Government has. There is not just a Congress Government, but it is
invisibly supported by the BJP. Even yesterday, there was an election for the
post of Deputy Mayor, which was jointly fought by the Congress and
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the BJP. Now, their candidate has been elected as the Deputy Mayor of
Cochin. That is the advantage with Kerala. But, unfortunately, with regard to
drought situation, sufficient help has not come from the Central Government.
That is the situation.

Sir, with regard to irrigation and water supply, no specific programme
has been announced so far. We have to save the wells, the natural resources
and the aquifer of this country, in order to be able to face such a situation.
Unfortunately, no such comprehensive plan has been announced by the
Central Government.

Again, Sir, we are hearing about the much-hyped programme of
connecting river waters. Even the small problem of distribution of the Cauvery
river-waters has not yet been solved. We have not been able to resolve the
water problem of Krishna and Yamuna. And now the Prime Minister is talking
about connecting all the rivers of the country. This means there is going to be a
plethora of problems and a new Pandora's box is going to be opened. This is
the idea of the BJP. They want to destabilize the entire thing. They have a big
dream. | am not opposing it. But where are the funds? Nearly rupees five to six
lakh crores are needed for this. Unfortunately, the Government has not come
out with any concrete proposals to assist the poor people. You have not come
out with any concrete proposals for the poor people. | hope the Government
will come out with concrete proposals. Sir, this is not a simple problem. For the
poor people, every day there is drought in their life. To solve this problem, the
Government must come out with some concrete proposals.

SHRI AIMADUDDIN AHMED KHAN (DURRU) (Rajasthan): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, at the outset, | wish to express my gratitude to you for giving
me the opportunity to participate in the discussion on the widespread drought
that has affected the country this year. Some of the States like Rajasthan are
facing drought for the fifth consecutive year. This year, in particular, the
situation is the severest of all. Therefore, | would like to thank the hon.
Chairman for taking special interest in drought relief measures, especially, in
Rajasthan. It will help us in chalking out a strategy to tackle the drought
situation in the State. | agree with both the Leader of Opposition and the Prime
Minister, that we should not politicise this issue. It is, basically, a human issue,
touching the very lives of the poor. Nor should we try to shift the blame from
the Centre to the State, and vice versa. Coming, as | do, from Rajasthan,
naturally, | would devote myself a little more to the conditions prevailing in my
State. Rajasthan is facing one
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of the worst drought for the fifth year in succession. This year, the rainfall has
been the lowest during the last one hundred years. There has been a scanty
rainfall, that is, -64% (minus 64%). All the 32 districts'of Rajasthan have been
affected by drought, and 40,689 villages of the State have been the worst-hit,
causing untold misery to the population of 4.5 crores in these villages. As
many as 4.62 crore cattle have been affected by drought. They have had
neither water nor fodder, for days together. It has been reported that cattle
could not get drinking water for two to three days at a stretch. No wonder, a
large number of people, alongwith their cattle, are migrating to the
neighbouring States in search of water and fodder. Seventy-five per cent of
the population in the State depends on agriculture, a larger portion of which
lives on cattle, sheep and goat- breeding. Animal husbandry is the mainstay
for majority of the rural population of the State. With the severest drought this
year, there is a shortage of .fodder even in the neighbouring States. As a
result, the prices of fodder have risen from Rs.300/- per quintal to Rs.400/- per
quintal. The poor people cannot afford this. As a result, hundreds of cattle are
dying, and carcasses are found strewn along the roads and the streets. There
has been an acute shortage of drinking water even for the human beings, and
the situation is deteriorating day-by-day.

Against the target of 129 lakh hectares for the kharif crop, only 60.89
lakh hectares could be sown. Out of this, 48.6 lakh hectares of crop, worth
Rs.4417 crores, have beerf damaged. Owing to the shortage of water and
damage to crops, the farmers and the farm labour have been put to severe
problems of food and livelihood. In addition to this, the scarcity of fodder and
water for the cattle has made the life of the villagers miserable. While | would
not like to politicise the issue and divide the burden of blame, | would be failing
in my duty to the people whom | represent, if | don't point out the inadequacy
of relief measures provided by the Centre to the State. The State Government,
despite its precarious financial situation, started taking all relief measures,
right from August this year. Recurring drought and the absence of adequate
assistance from the Central Government have broken the backbone of the
State's finances. During the last three years, the State Government spent
Rs.294 crores from its own resources, and took Rs. 144 crores, from
NABARD. During the year 2000-2001, the State Government submitted a
memorandum of assistance for Rs. 1144 crores under the National Calamity
Contingency Fund (NCCF), but the Government of India gave only Rs. 102.93
crores. During 2001-2002, against the demand of Rs.2367 crores, only Rs.
163.97 crores were allocated. Again, in this year,
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as against the demand of Rs.7519 crores, no funds under NCCF have been
allocated so far. While the Centre should be fair and just to all the States,
equally, it should also seem to be fair to all. In this context, it is noteworthy that
as against the demand of 46 lakh tonnes of wheat, only 2 lakh tonnes were
allocated to Rajasthan. While comparatively much more affluent States than
Rajasthan have been allotted much more wheat. A Central study team had
been sent to Rajasthan in the first week of September, and yet little action has
so far been taken for rendering assistance under the NCCF. In this context, |
cannot help recalling the speedy action taken during the severe droughts of
1987-88 under the Prime Ministership of late Shri Rajiv Gandhi. The then
Government took a decision within 30 days of the visit of the Central team to
render adequate help to the State. | gather that there have been numerous
meetings of the Task Force, in the meantime, but no concrete steps have been
taken to render any assistance under the NCCF. In the absence of a positive
decision for such an assistance, relief operations by the State Governments
have come to a naught.

The attitude of the Central Government in dealing with the calamity of
this magnitude has been rather irresponsive, discriminatory and, | may say so,
inhuman. | should not say that political considerations have come to play in
delaying decisions on such crucial issues. | cannot help saying that the Central
Government has failed in its constitutional obligation of helping the constituent
States like Rajasthan in times of calamity under the National Calamity
Contingency Fund Scheme. The Union Government is duty bound to provide
assistance to the States in the case of calamities of rare severity. So much so,
in the last three years, the Centre has not constituted the National Centre for
Calamity Management, as provided under the NCCF Scheme.

Before | conclude, | wish to clarify a couple of points that were raised
by my colleague, from the other side, about not lifting of the stocks by the
Government of Rajasthan. Here, | would like to clarify, as has been done by
my colleague, Mr. Meena, the stocks which he was referring to were the APL
stocks that the price offered by the Government was practically the same, as
what was being sold in the open market. And, since the quality in the open
market was much better, this APL stocks were not lifted. And, he also
mentioned about the famine deaths, which again was clarified by my hon.
colleague, Dr. Abrar Ahmed, that he had personally gone to Baran where he
has the video-tape of the parents of those children who died saying that they
did not die because of famine.
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| welcome the assurance given by hon'ble Prime Minister, as
suggested by hon'ble Leader of the Opposition, for a permanent solution to
the problem of recurrent droughts such as linking the major rivers in the
country, comprehensive review of the Drought-Prone Area Programmes and
the Desert Development Programme.

Once again, | wish to draw the attention of the Union Government to
the gravity of drought situation in Rajasthan and urge upon the Centre to
provide immediate assistance, as sought for by the State Government. Failing
this, the situation is likely to deteriorate further.

With these words, | thank the Chair once again for giving me this
opportunity.

SHRI THANGA TAMIL SELVAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, before | begin my
maiden speech, | take this opportunity to express my profound gratitude to my
revered leader, the hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi
Amma, who has sent me to this august House. | am beholder to Amma for
sending commoner like me to this House of Elders.

As | rise to speak on the drought situation in the country, | am
reminded of a couplet from Thirukkural, a grand treatise on universal truth.

The translation ot couplet goes thus:

"Though oceanic waters surround it, the
world will be deluged by hunger's
hardships, if the billowing clouds betray
us."

Though this great world is surrounded by oceanic waters, if monsoon
fails, all the creatures on the earth will be tormented by hunger and misery.

Drought has become a routine phenomenon affecting several States
every year. My State of Tamil Nadu has been very badly affected by drought. In
fact, monsoons have failed repeatedly in Tamil Nadu since the year 2000.
Cauvery water also did not reach the Cauvery delta farmers, compounding the
problem. Besides affecting the crops, the drought has led to severe drinking
water shortage as well. The Tamil Nadu Government, under the able
leadership of the hon. Chief Minister, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi,
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has taken several commendable steps to help the people to tide over the
drought situation.

Due to the failure of south-west monsoon during the current year, 19
districts have been affected by drought in Tamil Nadu. The Central team
visited the drought-affected areas of Tamil Nadu and on 23 September, 2002
submitted a report to the Government of India. The Government of Tamil Nadu
have asked for financial relief to the tune of Rs. 1,434 crores and 5.5 lakh
metric tonnes of foodgrains for tackling drought conditions. Upto 23"
September, 2002, the Government of Tamil Nadu, under the able leadership
of Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, provided Rs.67.90 crores from the Calamity Relief
Fund to those districts which are affected by drought. Our beloved Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, also conducted a meeting at
Thanjavur on 24™ June, 2002 and announced a special relief package of Rs.
164.18 crores to the drought-affected areas of Cauvery Delta of Thanjavur,
Thiruvarur and Nagapattinam Districts.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) in the Chair]

Our hon. Chief Minister also announced a Deepavali gift for Cauvery
Delta area to 10 lakh farmers and agricultural labourers at a total cost of Rs.21
crores. It has now been reported in the press that the Central Government has
granted to Tamil Nadu Rs.228 crores towards drought relief. But, so far no
official intimation has been received by the Government of Tamil Nadu. The
allotment of drought relief to Tamil Nadu is very meagre and it is not enough to
tide-over the prevailing drought situation in the State. Though the Central team
is said to have recommended Rs.500 crores for drought relief, the Centre has
released only Rs.228 crores, less than half of it. The Government of India
should come forward to allot a huge amount as drought relief to Tamil Nadu.

Due to the non-release of Cauvery waters by the Karnataka
Government to Tamil Nadu as per the interim order of the Cauvery Water
Tribunal, the Kuruvai crops in Tamil Nadu, Cauvery Delta in particular, wilted
causing a huge loss. After the intervention of the Supreme Court, the
Karnataka Government began releasing water in Cauvery and yet the farmers,
who have raised Samba Crops, are yet to get relief from the present situation.
The Tamil Nadu Government has prepared a detailed statement and sent it to
the Government of India on 5" August, 2002 requesting it to release Rs.720
crores from the National Calamity Contingency Fund and 2 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains for drought relief work.
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A delegation of AIADMK MPs too called on the hon. Prime Minister on 20™
August, 2002 and presented him a request of the State Government.

Non-release of Cauvery water has also affected the power
generation in the State. The generation of hydel power at Mettur has come
down to 2,000 million units as against 4,500 million units resulting in a loss of
Rs.750 crores to the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board. 95 per cent of the tanks in
our State have gone dry and the cultivation activities were only 50 per cent of
the total cultivable area of Tamil Nadu. Eleven lakh coconut trees have wilted
and another 28 lakh coconut trees are badly affected resulting in a loss of
more than Rs. 180 crores. The total production loss of crops due to drought in
Tamil Nadu is estimated at Rs.3,200 crores. Subsequently the drought-afected
districts were badly affected due to the scarcity of drinking water.

Listing out the requirements under various heads, the hon. Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, conveyed to the Central team
that Tamil Nadu required a minimum cash assistance of Rs.1,434 crores and
food-grains to the tune of 5.5 lakh tonnes. Even though the Tamil Nadu
Government is reeling under severe financial crisis, the Government
undertook the following relief works for the drought-affected districts of Tamil
Nadu to help the people.

The Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana, Rural Prime Minister's
Sadak Yojana, De-silting of B.C & D canals, forming of Farm Ponds,
Eradication of IPOMEA (Neyveli Kattamanakku) weed, additional connection
for pump-sets and construction of bridges were undertaken at a cost of Rs.
164.18 crores.

| am happy to learn about the statement of the hon. Prime Minister
that the linking of rivers shall be expedited. This announcement has raised the
hopes of lower riparian States like Tamil Nadu, whose rights have been
affected. | welcome that thoughtful statement. It may not be out of place to
mention here that the celebrated poet Subramania Bharathi dreamt of a day
when the rivers would be linked leading the nation to prosperity. In 1984, my
leader Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, as an hon. Member of this House, demanded
nationalisation of rivers in the country. Nationalisation is very vital for the
linking of rivers. That is why, my leader has been demanding nationalisation of
rivers. | hope, the hon. Minister will make his stand clear on the nationalisation
of rivers while replying to this discussion. | am very
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particular about this because Tamil Nadu is the worst sufferer as the lower
riparian State. On the one hand, we are deprived of our due share of Cauvery
Water, and on the other, we are not allowed to store enough water in Periyar
Dam. We have spent several crores on strengthening the dam as desired but
still Tamil Nadu is not allowed to raise the storage height of Periyar Dam from
136 feet to 152 feet. Six districts of Tamil Nadu, namely, Theni, Dindigul,
Madurai, Virudhunagar, Sivagangai and Ramanathapuram are completely
dependent on this storage water for irrigation as well as drinking. But, the
Kerala Government refuses to allow storage beyond 136 feet without any valid
reason. Water is shared even among warring nations and battling
principalities. But in a federal set-up, the due share of water is refused to a
sister State. It is a matter of grave concern that even available plenty is not
shared among the neighbouring States. This trend is against the federal spirit
of our Constitution. So, | request the hon. Minister to prevail upon the upper
riparian States and get the due share of water to Tamil Nadu. To save the
entire country from natural calamities, the way is either to nationalise the river
waters or to interlink the rivers of our country. The estimated cost of Ganga-
Cauvery linking is now Rs.70,000 crores and it will take, at least, 10 years to
complete this work. In order to complete the work at the earliest and to save
our country from the extreme damages caused by flood and drought, the
Central Government should come forward to borrow loan from the World Bank
in order to complete the work at the earliest and to save our country from the
exatreme damage of food and drought.

2} T AT BINE (IR Y<): AFIY ITFHTILIE Sfl, AT 89
ST g HE<ayvl [Ty U= T4l PR I &1 3 WS b 196 AR A 957 B
U 37ferder X2 B T4 a1g A1 % uR =i 7 g 8l i fasw I8 & fb
Rafcr St @t < a1t g8 21 vy 9 & <1 99 81 T B, WA & 918 A
3T b BHR < H STl T8 Bl ga=gT T8l 81 YR 1 AR AT 3R TR,
T4 R 4 1 81 € Afp g < &1 R 3 S Sfet s g1 =,
I O JEgT WR BT T Qe 1, 9 W B AR T2 gan SR o™
IRYTY el B | 89 g9 98l I 3R Al TW&d I8 AR ITP! I I8
I ST 319 <1 Bt IRTRRARTIT &, TR < BT IR AYT &b el
g1 fafera 21 gAR <9 &l Hi\H fA9EH 35 &3 & w9 4 9iel ©, 3FR 89 &
Tel % il BY 3 ol &9 gTgd % 37 35 &4 # &¥ 9 o & & @ g
3R P 831 7 a1¢ AU I' RiaRie eaR T T8 © 3R 98 99 § We
R <A1 AT § [ AR <9 B aRIRIRRIT # G 3R 918 B el b el
ArET ST AHaTl 3 T & Riap & 31 U8e] 21 3H dis WQg Tel g1 @l
3R B9 37U+ HIH faurT & SIRY 4 fe
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3fidel @ 3R < dI 89 J&! T fh &% a9 ST 35 & gHR HigH
M A e &, s I Io 8 QU Bl FUc H@A S IR qga A W & A 8
i St ad q1g el 21 S, § ¥8l R o Jfids U™ AT aA1edl g
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T SN IR¥C AT A BH AT © 3R N S+ 31fdds AT &
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3T AT PV EIR 81 WY 8 T &1 Ig F2ad a7 & o 3R 89 @i o
IR & T, 3R & el Y&eH Bl 3R Tl S df (Afead w9 9 7 df g4
T & TR ¥ Fue 9 ok T € 916 3 wHwn 9 Frae ardd saferg A%
I gger faes df I8 ® T 39 WReR 31 39 91d & forv dran arfey fo
39 AdY H IS T g9 AT iR Ity i q9 9 519 STt IR B
RISy e Siftd fhar STeem S qR <9 H S HET 8, S9al Y
T aIfd fhar 97 8iR s RBR SHBT VT 8- B b 8% & &Y
G A T =TT ST A IR S &3] Dl ST& 16 3Tl 8, SD! d16 H TR Sl
TP, T4 TR I S GART 8 81T b 50 ¥ S @ 89 <91 9 T, i
HW-HH TS BRA1 & R < H, 98 FRIRT 39 99 BAR I8i TS| R - Ga
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ITRGRT P SHUR AT <l 81 PIg H @Il 3l (AT I8 7 fh 396 3MmeR
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<Ifp 31 TR 3mufd =21 81 Ut @t 59 91 wR ® o6 R uRiRufeat # arier
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I T HE Al | IR Dt srferawey ot it ¢ 7, F, 98 3 1
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CHATArST DI 91 DR &1 59 Favd o, o 7, TP 7 &4 g faar & df S
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T8Iey, BTd 9 ¥ 95aX gl fard &s aul ¥ YRd &1 51 STl I1e fa9mT 8,
39 W AN SITHT &, BH A B Td & By Py a8 & db-id] GROT
ATHR, TH &I <1 ATEY, 91 9T+t & I a1t 9wt €1 3§ o1 <o 9 3fra
T, Y0 & (&1 H 59 I Als Wi &1 F&3 Y Bl , W90 Jars 2, 39
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2, g8l TR SARIC! 3% UIYeiRM Sigl % 21 f$dh, AR, g1 dHal
g, HEIGY MY [T &, 3T SR fI8R HI ST Bl <4 8, B AT
RIS AT & THIE | §H 91 T Gb1aell Bl ol 89 4 e foram sman
g & fSeR o T ol 721 1 Uig ®ie Ul FSdl I ToRdl 8 3R
SR FIR N Tsd dl SWISdl § 3R drex dfinT 81 St 81 89 YR
TRHR 7 fordt ST 3 @ 7, TARY T 71 BT I+ AT B & ST B
feraml st B9 et AT €1 31Ty AT A W H Ugel Fehed Hepd g1 I
HT I$ WAl ST 8T ¥l 9Rd WHR diereht 2 6 efegar § 89 oMgR a@
AT BT B B AfHT MG 9 M8 81 BRI TAR S8R BT 1]
AgdR g1 el g 3 Hefort ged off, fafSw gt off, a8 ¥ w7 81 R 2
AT I8 HET & [ 3R fIER &) v 8, [eR § Tt & a1 3= Irsal § gt
BN HTS a7 €, ST81 TS 81 & g81 89 IATST Aol Wbl &1 BH AMAg I
T DB &, AT | HI Fhd 8 37 A B9 37ST o &, 7Sl ol & AR ART
A oI §1 89 MR & 3SR YU T HR Fhdl © olfcb H ST ATedl §
5 B fIHTT BT 1 AT 8 IR IHS! G RIT 82 I8 Blg YD (o b a1
T 1 gut BT S 3N ® a8 ¥R-8R 98l Y81 =1 TR Yoob § JereH aut &
&l &1 fovra a1 9 19 grars g o1 A1 1. IF AAIER AfdT S B BIR
P, BT & g8l TS B AT & IR H el HRd Al I GHY AlfeaT off
HBI P ¥ & 19 g@1 81 1 g4 Sl 61 € U9 8, 3TN 8, 9 W & o1
(Y| ST ST 2, AG3N 2, Fo PBiicad H MM dlerd &, AR
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I&t Agar, Arfl, Il dlerd 2, aoRT 3R I8 9RT Sl §feld 3 2,
S SIS TSI © S ferd, IHhas TS Bl WIS Bl TR HRT AT BT Sl
T 8, TS &, 7 STD! WIS Bl FA B 7 8139 R S 397 Sl |
2 @] AR B 9ol B SR U8 IS 319 WH Bl I@! 7| SI1eT 91Rkel
By 9 ft 98 Bt sl off, BF 1ReI 81 9T ) o] i Widx 89 AT
AT BRI A HH YT Xl AT I 9 SARI YR HRAY| g HH 9 H
el gt oftl 39 B8 oS @t 91 81 'F RAd e B §, oy RId v @ §
DI oifdt &7 Ut <fte #iv1 <=2 € S frd=er anfad &1 <81 81 gt ot &g
497 81 arerl 21 fR gH 918} | o1 g ' fAdeer et =nfey, ' e
IfeV| eIy, TR 1 BT Sl dTex AT 8, 39 (10 39 <91 & f< urgH
ffrex it gles) @Ror g St TR TRAvS i & R #§ gield 91 Uh
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H 9! Bl T 3fex UTSvs drex A 81 g Ht s9R S8R & 81 urt 8 ofe=
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IR & RN 5 AT & 6 AhsI-B9IRI 99 Ugd W g$-93 *HIV-G1a1 & 99 4
o7 RAT TSl 2T, AN G Tl H W U1 BT T © {6 519 e o1 Il
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U & forg IRl dR% &1-81 BR A4 81 e | & a1l @l &I glad W a5 d
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T < YET 87 R SR UT U1 81 872 SR 1 82 39 BRON R g &1
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SRaNI T8 © T hael 39 AIdl GET UST 2, B Gl & 371 dTel §97 H 4l gI8e
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4.00 P.M.

TR Bl A B H, A <7 7t 4S9Ta fHar S w81 € FEegl R
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MR WRBR A A1 B & (5 & BT GHEAT B b [T ST dbfetre g
2 3R U 3TN, U w1 31t | SN H_AT A1RT Sl A JTReT 819 UR
A 31 &9 SHRPT BT Are TSI T8I N Ahdl &1 BHRT < RIAMYR, 3FHRDT AT
TSI ol &1 THNT T 3T Fa=AT &1 8 ST H e 31T Tl &1 3Tl
red g1 Ul =Sl UR e HRAT TSI AT UY HHGIR Bl 8 &, ANl Bl
IRT 8! e Wt 981 8RM 8Ted g€ 9 gear g1 Sl 39 IR YRd URBR
BT TR de &1 81 A1y 6 A 91 11 A18d &, TS A 31 Fges &
oI &9 9 3R I A B o7 IR | fHai &l s | o1 ey

3! 95, 954 gIATS|

STt G TR (e UQR) : ATGRUNY SUAHIEE Sil, B U FHRITY
& forTepT fS12p Tr: 89 8% g9 &Rl &1 9 B Y Bl FHRT & Sl gad g1 X8+
arell, SiefpTeld THRAT 81 BHIT 59 91 IR SR {1 SreT © f 89 9 widiRar
q ofl $9F IFATE] B DI WIol, JATET BRI BT Wioi| bael &H dTchlieTd
HEH 9 3STU gfed SIHPITd B STU MR HRON BT THRAT I WIS §H
TYRAT 9 HSH I3TY olfhd B 99 I8 BIAT 7 [ Bl 9 918 Bl FoT Bl
3726 R & Sl B 89 W &1 AR D1 57 B 8 MR R7ep, F76 38 ST
81 i1 ggfer uge BIM1 A1 a8 el 81 UKl &1 3ATST SaeIHal 9 1 Bl &
o T8 AR 4 THRAT A o T8 a1 Wi e Jod? 39 THR FHRIT &
R H AR e o {6 gu &) w9 & g & foy R 9gfd U 331y
ST JATIRIS | AL I d14 ATl & b G W& 91 Blg Forerd ool 2 b
Hre Afgdr g9+ IRyl g9 st ofaRer v, W faumT & O <gaven
o5 wet fpa-i aut 81 aTell & ST 3ffdhar Il 89 Ugel 9 X of IR Ugal 9
&l 89 39 HaH Iol of Al § Aradl § [ 59 IR 4 il w4 A &4 B
BTHRI U1 Fehd &1 Yoi § &1 e W1 g1 FArel & R uR e fopedt forer 4 g
T ITel 7, R § frar uRaR & |dfia g gaferg § g we1 g, 91 981 98
AT <, O R U8 WRGR 7 g1 foh I RIER @ik
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BrefTaTe S frel €, Ffer vae 9 9 Sarer Amds @t Ieer gkt
2, g TSI SO 31T A1 H qISRT G5y =1 YD QI Bl B
YGRT9 B S| ST 3MTeex-e h1d T BIF1 1R, AT 1T ST d1_y, 39
I Pl AT B S @MY wifepT T8 STRY<a, § 781 H8 Vel g &b I8 Iy
IRPRI I BC PR b5 IRBR DI 8, dfch 3N SHI IRBRI Bl R Bl
S9fery o7 § I8 HEdl § 3R AR EHR ath] 9 d1d I WEHd B & [P I8 T
A gE & o R 846 o ifae w9 T8l g anfer ik 7 8 R R
SIS w9 | 91 BT AR, g81 89 I8 W Arad & 6 39 99 9 5
PIS U< BT SIAT & 1 I U T & BT T8 & & foIT &6 orifod a9d
I WY 72T <= A1fRv, Are 97 BT ARId I &, AR IR BTN ol e
&l

AR, H AT LT B PHRAT ATl § b g <0 | 307 et #
@1 g1 & FTTH Sl WY 9 &, S 3118 Y=l H 22, Hicsd H 24, IRES
H 22, HERTE H 33, ISHT H 30, oA H 32, ORI H 13 AR 31T 57 I
1 U9 I8 IedT & b 39 Isal gRT e dxIs 39 39 99T | fHues &
T |1 U Ar=geR, § SATeT 9HY o9 fAuy R 81 o 1 9redT, dfed d9-9R
q1al B IR 919 § R ST Al IHW AR 1 T BT A fh 39 R |
fges & foru fpas 9 | 0 9 &R fhaq faU U1 2,193.96 PRI T9
BTG A A Y, S o S2 &1 AU 7T 31K 10 IRg S W= Hiv 137 o,
ST o5 =T BT QRT T T T wey ge, o g 9 H ofr g, gsi 32 el
G B! [T A T[oR 2 €, g81 668 HRIS B AR 7¢ 2, Sl f T fay 7y
W S1 &g €9 A 7 o7, S {6 U g e f&ar Taml e oik <19
@1 g1 & 1 Ui g < SR W= 41 71 &1 UoTe, g8i 800 HRIS qd
HRT g A, P G feaen e, a8 § A #3 S A ST @ng?
AR H3T ST A H I8 A S g {6 ORI, S8l wie] g3 usl €,
& 4,996 BRI AR Y &, ST&F 1,124,79 B BYY I&i 14 T U 1Y £l
g AR AT 71 319 g FRART 39 91 3 3R R Bt & 1. (aaem)... a8
e ofex 11 IFS d18 Sl Hbs olex AT a9 762.39 BRIS BV B AN g8,
T 38 A 1 g 3M1R 2,223 FRIS BUY, Sl b qravt ASIRIS & forg @<
BT, VT XTI ARBTR BT HET &l 2l

IR, § 3 fpsl § SITST FHY 8] o1 a1edT, § 714 I oA
=edl § T 519 89 g & Ry & e & forg a1d &= <8 € At e i
531 = U1 AR © ST S 11 Bl {1 91, $9 R W 6 sRRwe 8
BT FIT 81 30D oY A=ex B1 <M gef Sl 81 98 a1 RIS o qHY T T8l
< Uil 81 519 T g8 37 RUIS <<l & 79 b I [RATT A AT IOR Geb BId
21 379l $B W IR I8 91d 3MTs % g8f i1 | g3 d 39 918 | 81 7S & g8
QRN & UT W Bl 78] A1 $B g8f W T8l AT § 787 Y= BT 575p BT
TATEAT g1 R U Potaey, REgS, S 9e1 yeen # o1 8, I9a! RUlS 81 39,
ggi S A A g8, I9ar gH Adhel HRETET, SH gF wel SR ds Hid
7 Y3 I HeETE], ISP aR H 131 & {6 59 <1 & a1 S 8, A1 b
R ¥ T YT 11, A fehT A
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AR A 91 I8 § PIg WRdT T8 IR @1 §, DI 9919 T8l IR 6§,
SIfeh A1 A1 Hid BT 81 3R 98 RI B acie A 41 g 8 dl W SHD!
FafpcdT &1 S 8141 A1 ATl Aifdh $8 IoHIfad &l & Sl b Ieieer
3R 7Eg U B 39 Al DI Y IASTITTD T S D BRI B &1 ARG,
# fgamde MU ST 9rEdl § (P 3reeT I8 sid1 {6 39 uael 3§ 59 I8
HE™ 1 i1 X8 § fob Syrer A SI1eT Y1 gl @ Al 39 Yawll Bl ARPRI A
= o1 |1 8, ST U1 S8 U BRI ST, 99 A IS 91d sl a9
A1 Bl 91 Bl a9 39 99 911 DI IS AR HEA U DIs AHHG 8 o] gall
PR Bl

HIER, 78 Y3l WRAR 1 @ A fge & g 39 b Wi & dae
A YOSt i1 ARG B a1 & R & sfaeid s9 wpiH Bl nfears 1idi
IRY 5T ST AIRIAR, 9 S & 919 hedl gsdl © (& 59 WM & fog
Prs BRI U 7171 1Y 2, 98 fJege €1 781 SY I &1 I8 59 WhiH
BT B9 & gl FI-WIH H SIS B A1 19 I {6 39 9T 1 AHIGTH
&1 8 Fahdl 2

HIRIER, 319 Y% AT & b rd &1 AT 4 fFroes & forg ragr &
AR TR T ARMAYP HEH IoIY S A1V 59 & e 51 el § ugel 3 G
P Fpd e €, 39 WM & oY Ugel ¥ YT Hed IO S A1y AT
X 39 H R I8 2 6 3t ok &% @t e 9gd SaTeT wwIfad 81 R 2
AR, AR <9 # 3RATS oS 29 & 40 fcrerd & /= F &, 99 a-3Rics
oIS & IR H FaRYT & fIY HaH IoT¢ ST & e | faaR fean s =nfzyl

HIdR, BN B 1egetT SNaeht Jiferam el S 7 59 foom & yom=
H=A1 St B 5 3R, 2002 BT T U foraT 1 o1 # I8 B e wcd &
HTEfAE H-oHc gu a9 ST A1y, $ree d-ode & fo g a1t a1
HHST g1 AR, T A e | Ht gt B ARy 3R Aga <4
P AT A fEo T2 BT ATl AT BN e & 9N UH b 4 Ridax
P T H3T S 7 YaTerst df ) a1, Afdh Ua-31 91di Bl Bredx a1l ardt
P G H DIg Soold el [haT il 39 91 BT ST & b W= 7341 St 3fik S
B IE AHR G B RARY & fFges & forg frah ik 21

AER, § S1-19 a1d 3R a1 ATl gl S8l ddb STol-H&tl b Farel
2, 39 9 H 89 7EgH B o [P GRI Favel F Sfid 7 dTel U arafsai
q ATATE] DT SYART 9 & a8 | WY MIeTH HEH SOV S Bl SToRd Bl
31l SHIR <=1 H SNl AT BT Il 8, 99 9 Al A H 4 wfererd A &1 i
STl 8199 faen 3 Hewqul 9ra I8 © 6 yafed Rav fedwey &1 98! a1 9
e o SITe | <Rt 91a, et § Arerd, TR 8k 91af$dl & g -I91 Bl
A} SR B 1Y &) RaR a1er & UTIR Holde™ & IR H Y aedd had STV
ST Y JMaTIDHT &l §9 & AR GAaR0ig AT Bl 9917 W@ & forg
ST @1 &1 B ST DT dTfds JIFH P AT 311 dTel vl & SRige &l
TR [T ST ||
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HAIRIER, AT qT A BR A U8l H ORI BT 37 HAT 181 §
| &1 AT 13 Tl 3 g g, «ifeh 1ot faA1 a3 13 R7ail 1 g
NG &1 fhar a1 | 39 & MY BROT I8 A7 fh 3R Ao d TaHde | g
U1 2T SfTaT <1 1 g7 W U1 7 81 o GAR Tl & T I8 1l Io1 < [ob I8l
Al R<H ST IS @ TR & 98 faeet 7 i WRedR STar 91et & Siged drelt
PR 2, R Agd TRa-He I UFT T 21 31717 $ATAY 81 DI WRBR  olel
FHI T 51 13 RTell BT G GIRid 781 BT, offdh SId BT Ul 7 &R
e, 519 SRy ardl 9 RUIE f&ar, 99 S0 & 918 JogR BIdR IBi Ao
e I AR B A1 BI | b 31 5 & 6 39 & arasie Al Jore
159 1 R U9 ot Ji9 o1 oY, R $e 37 1 41 &1 oY, 98 I© Suty
TEI HRIAT | I8 g B JHAN DI 914 21 $AIY § MY & A 4 I8
31U HRAT A8 g [ 5 [ H HH ISIY SIH B 980 ST IaRIH B

HIIR, Gfeb A GBI Bl o1 &, H HE T2 B q1 hreb 1
I AT HRAT ATEdT gl AT Ul ARPR G 3l RART I fFges & forg
668.62 BRI TUY BT AN HT 8 3R FRIS dumcd & forg, Refis ad & forg
2.5 TRI T D1 AR 'S U= DI A BT 81 5P d1 So 1 3ies VST Yo Wb
% TE HE B 7, VA P! B P d8d Ahs SCITHe Bl 7 B T,
Afp erft IF S IR | PIS B 8] ST TV B
SR HAT 1 A1 iR F3A <, Wife ve #3 § a1 |1 HA S A1 | HA
1 SR A3 < A AR 43 <, S H aae Ay 9 fwar-yde a8
e =1 gredn § b 39 5l 7 fbam U1 1 /i b, fope= e &t i
P 3R MU IR fhaT T IR W= ST HRIAT, $AET fJavor 4 3y
IR A SR S MR TSI HUT BT 3R AT IATH & ST 1! I8 1T § IHD]
H9 TP U BRI YT 5 SR F Tl 0T b 9 g & f foas
fafaa oft g, feas faafara ff €, foam ik W €, s9@1 o1ma e off ared
g, g@ ¥ Nfea ami & ufy amuds 79 § FeHraer f € iR g€ WY § AT A%
AT o 812 & Sid fS@M & $© MR g3 B & AR Wi & & 3R gl
PR &1 98 98 g=IaTe|

PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
this year's drought is counted amongst the four worst droughts of the century.
This situation was caused mainly by the prolonged dry spell in July, 2002,
when the rainfall deficiency was 49 per cenf. Only on two occasions, in the
past, did rainfall deficiency exceeded 45 per cent in the month of July. The
Indian Meteorological Department rISs declared the year 2002 as the South
West monsoon failure sufficiently in advance. Nearly 15 States were affected,
including Tamil Nadu severely. Several Hon'ble Members of this House have
given details of their States' position, in particular, and the havoc caused by
the drought in general. The ultimate
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affecting people are farmers, who are the backbone of our society; upon whom
our economy is based. Drought can convert agricultural lands as parched
wasteland and our farmers as starving population. Many of the areas which
suffered from drought are now suffering from heavier rains and floods. In Tamil
Nadu, Thanjavur and Trichy are considered the rice bowl of the State. In these
districts, the first crop is Samba crop which failed due to monsoon failure. So,
also other districts like Villuppuram, Nagapattinam, Thiruvarur, Cuddalore,
Madurai, Ramanathapuram, Theni, Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari, are under the
grip of severe drought. Usually, in Tamil Nadu the first crop season is, June to
August. Normally, the crop area would be 16.5 lakh hectares under the Samba
crop cultivation. Normally good yields are reported, but this year, till now, only
4.78 lakh hectares land paddy crop are raised. The estimated loss is Rs. 1796
crore. The estimated loss due to the faiture of the crop at the flowering stage is
Rs.976 crores. Now, the entire Tamil Nadu is under the grip of heavier rains
and floods. Don't think | am deviating from drought to flood. It is the pathetic
plight of Tamil Nadu farmers. One suffering, after another has been thrust upon
them by the nature. It is the duty of both the State and the Central
Governments to come to their rescue. In some parts of Tamil Nadu, heavy
damages hav6' been reported in tanks and irrigation channels in Kanyakumari.
Big tanks have breached and bridges and channels have dislocated the
irrigation system, so the farmers in those areas are in peril and distress. Help
must be extended to them in time. In this connection, | thank the Central
Government which has released a grant of Rs.228 crores to Tamil Nadu. A
high-level committee under the Chairmanship of our Deputy Prime Minister,
Shri L.K. Advaniji, announced a grant of Rs.1,976 crores as relief funds to
these 15 States affected by severe drought. As far as Tamil NaotT is
concerned, a high-level committee under the leadership of Shri Joginder Singh
visited the drought affected areas and submitted a report.

Sir, | request the Central Government to come to the help of the
poor farmers always. In this connection, | recommend waiving of all the loans
given to the agriculturists in toto and giving liberal loans for raising their crops.
Crop insurance scheme alone can save them in times of crisis. Therefore, |
urge upon the Government to see to it that the crop insurance to the farmers is
made compulsory as this would come to the rescue of the farmers in their
distress times. At this juncture, | thank the hon. Prime Minister who has
announced a grant of Rs. 10,000 crores as relief fund apart from the relief fund
already announced. | request the State Governments and the Central
Government to appoint monitoring committees at the district
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level which should include the people's representatives both from Legislature
and Parliament. | also thank the Prime Minister for constituting a high-level
committee under the leadership of our Deputy Prime Minister to link all the
rivers. It is a laudable scheme and | request the high-level committee to fix a
time-limit for the completion of this scheme. | also request them to start the
work on the Southern Grid and the Northern Grid simultaneously and, finally,
link the two Grids. | would again urge upon the Government to fix a time-limit
for this so that the work on the project is immediately started. | am given to
understand that this would require 5,00,000 crores of rupees over a period of
five to seven years. But | don't think it would be difficult to allocate these funds
in the given the time period of five-seven years. Moreover, our hon. Prime
Minister has announced that there will be no difficulty in allocating the funds.
Sir, once again, | request the State Governments and the Central Government
to be with the poor farmers so that the farmers can build a new India. With
these words, | conclude.

SR AT Ry (92 Ueen) s AR SUHHIIeds Helqd, e H AT
T B T T 3R RIS TR @ W 79 8l W@ 2, O W) e &
forQ a1om g2t A3 T, 59 forg st geg A 39 gl

AT SUFHIIEE HEIGY, Y8 A STl $ UT A ! g3 9 2
1 <91 7 3T & Ui SR R 8, S8t & fhar d1erd e & 3T
BT AYd HSRUT HR & Bl, I < b Tl Y& DI AR 3R W &b BRI
g 9 A1 8, I8 89 AP (ol I IHATD e 2l TeTd o H HIR
ISHR, B A AN DI FAT-SeABR Yholedl &b A1 9 (G2 H T B bl
3MaTHAT Bl U GO IR JIRIY-TIRIY 6T I8 vy 71 & ok wwg W 7 7,
AIfhe 19 15T H U1 fadhe I8 &1 81 3R 5T IRBR 339 IR ATIRaTe!
TR, ST DI 99 BRI # 3 3R Y=g | 81 <& Aldl 3! MR 4 gs Hid
gard, 9 vy o & 989 H Sofh I8 TAT 379! SH e bl four & forg
g W IR &, g 3fad 721 81 9 fIvg & &7 Faa! TR | o
MY G A FIH SIT&T IR TR 3R HASIR a7 Bl B &1 7 I foIg
G BT O 2, F AhIs &I $B AT &1 1&T1 g s, TS 3 did TRIe
T fEIRAT & RIeR 81 §1 39 |1 991 7 819 & HRT 3R T geH &
HROT 3R 31few AR TR dR% Wefll Aeg y<er # 17 TR # ui= fa=1 # ya
TR UTH AT R8T &1 H TR &1 X arell g, 981 &1 {1 3 Yo aR ur=il 3f7 ]8T
2l 3P AIY-HJ HGHR, 7, STERT,ITAH, MEBIYR, IONe Sl W
A 31 3T 2, fogareT, 9R, S8R, 3197, <aN, ek, 9FR, 418,
pHTTe, 371 9 Rreil & TRUTfT®RN 3R TR darrdl § Fi6) UIeiel &l
Fehe Bl 1 TRUT TR 3R TR G=idi & 75 I U & ST8i IR & Ugolel
Hhe A I3 Ve 21 TS & AFAR DI WeR & [ 119 7el & 7741 9 12 fai &
1S AT YT 31T &
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HEIGY, B9 & Il & [ B qY Bel 1 Dol a2 d (bl 7 Bt A
H 1 IS I8 21 I8 |d S gY Al 0 AR FHY ¥ed 399 e &t
AISTTY STET F1H | PBi-$el @ A TIad & § 3iR el T FawIl BT
MY, SHD! T YIS THI A Y 81 T ARPRI Bl BT AN A
P75 IRPR A G 6 & ol Hadl A DI S 51 50 AXBRI b U1 G
e & foY ®Is SRR IS 81 81 31 P GaR0T & forg S Uiy big
AT TE B G gwIfad AR Bl S [ o UgaM &l Bl Faver Te 8l
2! & TP BRI 9 TRE &) FHATG 3R fadTet gichl o1 38! 2|

STFHTIIE AEISd, H I8 He1 gl b 50 WRPHRI & U1 g
fges & fog =1 @1 @IS @i € 3R 7 BIs fiic 81 31 7Ly Yo i a1 gsi
81 381 ofl § I8 P A 6 fAde] @ A1 3 3F1a) &1 1 Yo I © 3R
SR TF I B FAT BId1 51 59 IR A faRIel Saf @l IS 8% 78 galrs
TS| AT b U 3 T 59 aR | Big RUlS e & 9 fob g9 forg fiet-
AP T 811 12Tl $9P (1Y fHA-SJAD YA B & IO 89 AN
Teh-GaR UR SR 6 H o §Y &

ARG, AUl AR U A9 J Hel 6 798 goel 7§ g 9 Fged &
oI &1 &g 51 8T @ A @Y oY 3R 1l d% hdd Udh oRg T AT
S8 SOl gl SB8I- $el fh AR U Sidue & 9U_ T8l 8§, 39e1¢ 89
IETST 81 ST Fhd &, TATTT SIS Bl Wl FaLRAT Ned & gIRT B Sy
WIf # U PeT T g b I8i SIS &l JaTe el ol I15d1 & UT4 Sl
ST & HSR WX BY &, S Al b UgdM &I TR I 5T IRBR Bl
QoI &1 BT oifth oy SRR 39 e &1 ff oroe $elf IR o1 & for
IR T8l B

HEIGY, WX I Ud RIS & fo5 37 7 X 719 & 9@ 9 A g8 €, 98
IR RIS AABIRAT B Gb S 5| g81 GERT THD Ueb e ardl dAigel 7
I HET T 31T Tq BT Fd B 3MMY € 3R Hadt Uh IRAR B SGHR 1o
SRS &, o9 & qR g ¥ 439 4 Jare!] 71 g3 © iR q@ 9 | 81 <&l & I8
U Ifeardt Afge sr+al | Fel o W& § f& L. a9a & aH sy
HIEATHR & MR I8 He 5 J #id FRAT A g &, @ A 78 g3 S o o 3
FEIR* B, U *7, }ISAT *2, selagi~d Afear™ g2 N g8 U °91q B
Jifeat @1 I8 1 WR-IGIR A9 BT Th qier erdr @ R IRl av% die o
IEd Bl SP UKl DI SITABR AR IFH 37T FHATHR I8f &b AT (9T 3R
31T gl Bl UT WR T2 Tl R UHaR ge g ) T 5 e snfearsh
Hfgell 7 G Hel & 6 H o1 9319 &l §, 89 A1 G °I @I e 81 A 994
B8 MR G DI AT AT &1 G 81 § &, TR A IS 8l &, Y el & U
R & fory, 9 9T 21 Q@I a1 w7 WG| 98 2ATST 9T 3MTeT of 31 & aeT

T DI SATTDHR STH 3MMeT FHeATh a0

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
231



RAJYA SABHA [21 November, 2002]

I oI PR I8 370 YRR P el 2 &1 U8 8T & q81 1 3iR
IP 415 I8 el off X818 b a8i Sl | gs © 98 99K 4 §s ©, Y& 9 Hid
TE Bl BT TR U SRR D1 g Rl ot & RO wey wer & wareey #4350
YT B8 I8 © [P I8 AU AA 3R YHS §1 98 5419 6] & U8 ol § IT
T ATE § (b Hed U2 & Sl JIfad &3 &, 28 3Rpax &b ygel, MMfaaraal
DI ISR ST BRI MR AT fITARN BRA Bl (S H HeG YT Bl IRBR
q F HRATS BI? IS SIS, I I8 $ ATFT I T ST A1yl
S g8t &b W@ HAl A yvl Sl @ 9 w@reg H3l $1 oard 8l & b gH
D! SR TE] 8 AN ARBRI g (54 TRE A ATIRATE] IRAT o XET &, AN
R 3T T, T T 3R I8f Ipax dd TR U BRI, 1o faawor &
P 3N H WIRPR B IRB I Bls BRATs 8] 8l ¥al & R WY {3 qeley
IE FHE IR & [ I 39 IR | BIs AGHRT T2l 81 39 AR F IR HRA
H B TEl AT ST IRE A TAARYR H T8l 47 F A g8 & R (a7 & 3fax
T I3 79 | ST Hed] 78T &, Bed HBT & STd! Jdls HdT &1 75 AR A1~
12 g8t ARl & BRI & A gaes WS R 2y Y g fewdn & o {6 st
Mg H TR & TAT AN Y@ A TS AR 81 579 81 99 B < ug ] q1 981 b
YAl A g1 11 {6 I8 Saex JATUd & A1 Sl gara b g4 aI alr el
&, BIS ATHR W[ PR AT &1 Y8 AGIR el dId] X2 &, U dTel e died X8
g1 SUIEEl HelSd, H I8 $He1 argl [ Heg U<l & U 31T Bl g §
400 BRTS BT TdlcHS BT Tbol 8, 70 BRIS BUIT GRGR  Wd fhar 81 yam=
HAT IO TSP YIS BT U1 TST g3 21 Ugel 3T UM § ASh Bl BRI RT
Tl I I T, 3N AoIGRI Bl I T8l ISMR <d & forad {6 98 s
TRIE PR AU UT WR Ab| Ul B TBMH] BT TA1 TRBR P U9 TT g1 2
31T 37911 7A=Y 1 Al Slep HRY, I BT AR b HRYI g8f BT Fawen
Jie T8I & STafd ORI & HUR 84 IYRIYY PR I8 &l d1.91.0d. DI WBH &
T8 U AT Bl U HEM b e 35 fhall TS a1 1l 21 9% Y AR 78]
dc Y81 &1 3% 4T &Y. 41.Yel. B WhiH & T8d B A TRAR & 3! gl Al
319 9T el & Al 3T YellcHe & BNl A1 19T B TRBRI 4 AT AR
MY berel beg UR SIIRIYY HRA AR F&T =@l I A BIH T8 Fe| ufeersd
e Red — |aoie fAaRor goreft roai & oefia 21 Iuqwreas
HEIG, 15Y I TORSAGTS B & dUT SHD! GRT HEed T8l odl &1 TS & -
S faevTel WU R foha & 99 die SR g8l 7 {6 Ardste faavor yormeft
31 9§ B T8 IR B 8, IADI SIdh J LT 8] 81 U7 & 1 A H TS
IEd &, 5 IR 3R 37 F oy TR & <ifp ot & e faawor yomeft
PASIR B & BIRYT TSI GRIT FHIIT AN bl 781 Ugd V&l &l SAlTg eIl
FI RN BT TE T F75 AR ALY A S 7R 37797 o 37 & forg AR 2,
ifepT a1y 37T Raed 1 Sl BT, a1y 37 7MY a1 S HRY, 37
T Al STeb HRY| P& G ol AU 81 H HHC W PR 311 & I8 e
& forgl # 9 go 1 arE ¢ f 98 399 T I8 fig a1 9med € % 98 9
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¥ 71 g2 21 1 § I8 gu ared g {5 o I8 I Hid 9 9 g8
gl 3@ Aded I8 ® {6 9 I8l 989 81 W& 8, 50 I 3l feAis R B E,
SHD] Pls AATIHAT el © adife g8l MR A | gs &, I8l & T8l ol
I B9 I8 A of b rsdl H @ 781 &, SR A qid 81 8 8, g9 3 HKd
T8l BT Y&l §1 TR SIS WRE 8, 39 91d DI 84 WIHR BR o1 A1ey| B
HERI Y oIhR gH I8 ©, Sl U9 B8 V&l ©, Sl goidali-d WI1SI] HE &l ©,
I+ I 9 & W9 1 SHDT A ol IE & b 89 IS AR T |

Suqureder (N Gay arTeifen): deH, * g MU Bl ST8i-
ST8T IR *97eg 31T & S pRIaTs! | ferar e s

sirreht \ram R : R, o1 U8 IR ART Ao Terd SATaTol BRI |
21 ¥ 37U e 199 ikl 1 HRT e BT Aled I8 & b golagiie Hifsar,
U, SRIARI B! TR, TRAR BT TR, TRAR S AN TR SITHR DI B 8,
I & g W1 ¥ €, AN AR ¥R &I 81 el 7, I8 A9 e of @1 7, 1
U Y Tl FATTETSH B IET 8, oA BHE XeT 272

IYFHTEIE I, Pl AcTpR § 97 99 a1dl b SIRY | PeT1 =l §
o BT IRBR, UTHIOT HAT, 31 HATTI §IRT ST SN Il ol Xel ©,
I AT BT ST I g ARBR &b §IRT, I ARDRI b §IRT [T ST &7 &
Al 9 AT IR PIY U1 ST 1Y AT TRBRI Bl W (I Gl 1
fIRIROT yoTTell 1 g HRAT MY ST Y1 IRAR &, 9 J9Tiad IRaRT
PI AT BT IR FE ST F AT ALY $HDh Q-1 S FHTITH{or
ISR AT © 3R B & gaal S A0 8, 397 Arorieil U &1 uHifad
Mg F R T R U= FE & | IR SHFSRY | 81 a1fey| &9 G4 @
TR, RIS W12l W SHUR IohR 9 [THTe & DI AT BT FHILT
BRAT Y| G DI FHRIT I YRT < 3 &1 8, 8H 99 G TSI A
SR ISHY 39 I I o = & forw yaifag gRaRT &) #eg A &
oY el SR BTH BRAT AT SIAT 81 DBDR H YY1 a1 FHIGT BRI g
RG]

SHRI N.R. DASARI (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir. | would like to confine myself to only two or three problems
pertaining to the drought situation, prevailing, more or less, at the national-
level, that is, in many States.

For the first time after Independence, we are faced with a drought
situation in almost half the country, either in terms of the population or in
terms of the geographical area. Of course, the drought situation is not uniform
in all the States. It has got its own vagaries also. In some States

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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that have been hit by drought, during the course of the monsoon season, they
got some rains, but it was not of much use. Therefore, the Central
Government should now think on how to meet the alarming situation, which
should be treated as 'a national calamity.'

| would only request the Centre to try to help all the States that have
been faced with drought, though they have been hit in an uneven manner. It
should also consider the gravity of the situation in each of the States. The
Government should come forward to help them on a war-footing.

In fact, in our State, the situation is more serious. Out of the 22
districts, actually, 19 districts have been very severely affected by the drought.
This year, according to a report that appeared on the 18", on the eve of our
Parliament Session, in the Business Standard, the Rabi croped area would be
a mere 8.27 lakh hectares, as against the normal 34.65 lakh hectares; the dry
crop area coverage would be only 7.97 lakh hectares, as against the normal
21.8 lakh hectares. In monetary terms, the loss in kharif crop output has been
estimated as Rs.3,226 crores, with Rs. 1,887 crores being on account of
foodgrains, Rs.647 crores in the case of oilseeds, and Rs.692.5 crores in the
case of cotton. This is, in brief, the position. There is so much that has been
reported in the Press, which | don't want to go into.

In respect of helping the States immediately, the Central Government
is taking certain steps, which | consider as an eyewash. The need of our State
is a minimum of Rs. 1,000 crores. But the Centre has given only Rs. 170
crores. The need of the State, so far as foodgrains are concerned, is 15 lakh
tonnes of rice, whereas the Government has offered only 5 lakh tonnes. Even
of this, only 3 lakh tonnes have been provided so far. We also demand that all
the loans be waived, particularly of the poor peasants and the middle-
peasants.

Now, much is being talked about the Ganga-Cauvery Project, and
the nationalisation of rivers. With due respect to the Prime Minister, | would
like to say that the statement he made yesterday in the Lok Sabha is nothing
but diversionary. It is totally diversionary. When the people are suffering
because of drought, and hunger is staring at the face of the people in rural
India, he is speaking about the Ganga-Cauvery, linking of rivers, etc., which is
neither feasible from the monetary point of view nor practical on the ground.
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On the other hand, if the Central Government were to be kind
enough to come forward with Rs.5,000-6,000 crores of assistance, we can
have the best possible results in our State, by constructing projects on the
Godavari, 80% of which flows into the sea, going waste. | request you
consider it. The proposal for nationalisation of rivers and the Ganga-Cauvery
project are nothing but diversionary. The Central Government should come
forward to help the States immediately, to meet the situation that has arisen
because of the serious drought in 14 States. Of course, it is for the Centre to
assess how to distribute the funds. | don't want to compare one State with the
other. |, once again, would request the Central Government to reconsider the
plan on meeting this national calamity.

Thank you, Sir.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you. Sir, it is
most unfortunate for our nation that, today, we are suffering from an
unprecedented drought in the country. Perhaps, if you compare the past two
decades, our country had never suffered so badly in the past. Aimost all parts
of the country, particularly, the 14 States, are suffering. | agree with our friend,
Dasariji, on in what lies the solution. Merely speaking in Parliament or just
finding fault with each other is not going to help. On the one side, there are
floods, and the water is going waste. On the other, because of drought, we are
suffering. On account of this, we are going to have very serious problems. My
request to the Central Government, therefore, is, they must have a
plan/programme on how to conserve the flood waters, by concentrating on
constructing more and more projects. They must make more funds available.
Then only the drought can be controlled, the floods can be controlled, and by
this, we will be doing a great service to the country.

If we take Rajasthan, Rajasthan is suffering miserably; it is in a very
bad shape. Assistance for it is very less. Recently, when the All India
Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, visited the State, she pleaded with
the Central Government to give more assistance to Rajasthan, which is
suffering, which she has seen with her own eyes. But, in this connection, a
misunderstanding is there with regard to Andhra Pradesh. An impression is
created that because she objected giving more money to Andhra Pradesh, the
Andhra Pradesh Government could not get more funds. It is totally wrong. |
would like to clarify this point before this august House. She never said, "Don't
give more money to Andhra Pradesh." The Congress Party has
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denied it. The State Government is wanting Rs. 1810 crores, immediately,
from the Central Government. But they gave only Rs.170 crores. | agree with
our friend when he demands Rs. 1800 crores. It is not right to say that the
Congress Party or Smt. Sonia Gandhi objected to it, and, therefore, the
Central Government didn't give that much money to Andhra Pradesh. It is not
correct.

For Andhra Pradesh, a major setback came when the inflow of
waters into the Nagarjuna Sagar, the Nizam Sagar, the Srisailam Dam, the
Singoor Dam, and the Tungabhadra Dam suffered. It has to come from
Karnataka and Maharashtra. This time, because of drought in those States
also, there was no inflow into these dams. As a result, Andhra Pradesh has
become a victim of not only the drought in the State, because of lack of rains,
but also the non-inflow of water into its various reservoirs.

Also, more importantly, because of drought, instead of 13 lakh
plantations, which is the normal every year, we could have only 7 lakh
plantations in important parts of Andhra Pradesh. Also, with regard to minor
irrigation, almost all the tanks have become dry. As a result, in almost 15 lakh
acres, there could not be any plantation. This problem is also there. The
borewells have become dry. For the medium irrigation projects, there is no
water. | need not repeat. Already, my friends have said about this.

In sum, | say that Andhra Pradesh, to which we belong, is suffering
very badly. The people of Andhra Pradesh, the Congress Party, once again
request the Central Government to release, immediately, the money as sought
by the Government of Andhra Pradesh, i.e., Rs. 1810 crores. Then only one
can say that the Central Government is doing justice for the people of Andhra
Pradesh.

Recently, all the Ministers of the State Governments met the Finance
Minister, Shri Jaswant Singh. They explained the problem. Siill, it is at the
‘thinking-level' only. | request the Government that in the coming Budget, it
must provide sufficient money to meet the challenge of drought. It must work
on a war-footing. Also, in the future Budgets, when they take money from
institutions like the Asian Development Bank or the World Bank or the
international organisations or the Japan Bank, they must give priority to
constructing, immediately, some irrigation projects in India, in various States.
The Ganga-Cauvery link is only a dream project. It might need, perhaps, lakhs
of crores of rupees. We will be happy if it comes about. Immediately, what they
must do is, let them concentrate on constructing
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irrigation projects all over India, in different parts, allocating Rs.20,000 crores
in every year's Budget, so that this unprecedented drought doesn't affect us.
Drought is nothing new for the country. This time, we had drought in fourteen
States. Some other year, some other States may come under its grip.

In other words, India is facing floods on the one hand; on the other, it
is having drought. Some States this time and some other States next time.
This unfortunate thing is chasing us continuously. To mitigate this, mere
debates, mere speaking, mere finding fault with one another will not help. The
real solution lies in Government's action. They should immediately come out
with a White Paper on what their strategy is to meet the recurring floods and
drought.

Thank you, Sir,

it e R Afere (eRarm): Suavwegs 7RIy, # st s §
o = SRN ST AT TR I Bl I G faAR U&7 (Tl AR,
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BRAT AT b ISR DI BI-3MRICT e Aoy g o
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AR TRME AdT BT (BRI SO ST AT, SHBT ASTHITDHRT B
| 931 et H BIs Aprd T8I 8 [P P& A9 AR Bb, (649 IRE BT |
1fora fomam 2, onE @re 9 9¢ # goir R g f5 o ifrd axes erae figd
B Tl Pl IFH 931 a1, S dew qd1 Bl 8| I8 IS A @ B
SHIBCE AT-31T SHKCH: TG A Foidl B § IS Aegd J I8 TR
BT A8 § b 31TST qR <21 o1 fpar Af-=1fe AR 8T 81 b WRPR BT
B HATTT HITTHST ST BT geoTeIh & qraois Hl, STTLTTHAT St & e &
gracle W BIg SRD-BRI T8l Aol YR 3R 7 & BIg a1fiold Hag R g 2|
AIIAR, T BEe IS B d1d dR-FR Bkl %81 8 AR qR-IR A1 b G
- A WU SH] T BEA B a1 Bel T8, 91 B Bl g A T 8l
TS IR ALELLEY. BleT H AT 8 BRIS! DI SIBI s &) AR, FETIR]
TR & 4GS & ARl H I IETIT I o1 oIl Y| hact SRIGRI H qaT I Bl
1 B 2| H $O SAihs U AT AT §1 SRATUM H 1895.18 HRIS BUY A
3R firet 33 e wuam Jdt 7 7539 AW, e 60, T8 $He F Hg H SIRT B
Y BN 91?7 AU STel Ya=e T8l ) U7 %8 &1 fo 999 I8 Joob g 4
ST o1, H MU AT F AR A SAHR] ATedl § P F1 B T A By
HAT St I H? I 0 A1 A1 YA AT, H 8T B & A7 fwedt 7 @1 et
21 H I8 S 9TEdl § {6 39 Gob & 80 RIS [ Bl fhdd RN Ble
@ 2l 19 B Y HeEd © 6 “IArS! B dleR, JeIU HI T8 3R B8R B
Ramad o) &1 @7 STt 87 399 U &1 99 1l 7 31ud AT W WRAR 9 I8
SR AT ATET § b STei 40 AebsT RAfRIa &3 &, 60 AebsT A SaraT i
&3 &, AIIAR, Yolcl W I R 81 &, SHBT &4 Pls Jae T81 PR UIe 8|
HSTFBRTIR, SR Y2l BT & aTell §, BRI 31T &1 RATOM H gaarsya
Aol T8” g1 A, SaRT 2003 T I B 914 g U Ad TP SH W
BT W YR &1 g3l &1 AT U IRBR Pl 419 78] < U1 I8 &1 FI7 B,
3R IFP g8 BRATN FAGS I o e &b Tl &b 97 X8 SIQ 3iR
AR @ 39 S 9 BATdR & T S| 59 W) AHT Syl IrEdl g,
P75 AYPR Ichlel WA BRI HEIGY, AR I8l IR U el H fesad 3R Pwn
T BT U SHA T e w1 R R8T 81 Yoid &l Wik IS 19 (1R 87 2|
g O BN &7 B 3P IR § $g IRBR Bl IRl ol s Rare ons & &
I Tl 17 99T § I8 & YR 99 ST AifT $hg WRPR B 3R I 39
R PIs HRATS o] gs | H AT § b 39 IR HRATS &1 SY| HH P dacl TS
Ao B Ffead ok gHfeaa a¥ie & Foman SNl 7818, SR U9l &l
P Ugel @ @ W1, YW I TABR IAT T DI BAA Dl AT, TG
PR FFaTS PRE I T B B B TR 31 Bl H§ Dls AdbId T8l
g, ¥ oo N T weq | F1 o1 fF o= 8 =il 89 @, S otk
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q91e B BT B (AT TAT &1 31T A1 el & 21 frar s
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H TQ, I 418, WTE AR AT AT § 1Y, 98 1 qa18, HY F370g 4§
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T HRY TAE B HAd oll T8, Y& BI Hel T8 8 97 & T fra 3y
HEQ o1 D1 PV B 81 81 UT R8T 81 H MU A I bg ARBR H HT Bl
¢ 5 98 ToopIel B30T | &1 @) Bael gAY fRA DI JATdT a1 =13l
&l DI BE DI g3lTs I8! 81 N8l 2| 39 BT (BT DI G3MaSi1 fyel, T+ &1
BT 81 1R i1 T YIfsd B & I 311y Yo &1 &M &, § I 3MIh
AT 3 3RIY PRAT ATST g [ Sl BIATIRIET FHAM & Sl fhAM1 &l 7ag
& T &1 9 I 9 A B! Uihd1 1 &, 59 ThR & s # AMidh [
AT ? FARGT DI S AT GIRAT WY TS| IMHTI07 3R HETWRS H hal 137 &
e TST 1 B4t AR TET B=A1 =Y § FHATRT & |1 Hedl § b 31 o
AT B IRY AT RE Al AT IS TIRE Al BT H WIGHR G ol T &l 394
TS BT R 81 87 TS B Seel WY ST 1 811 Dl 941 SR &7 Helad,
AL, H AS.U.GH. B S8 AR TRININSG JfeRI 31 S1E,
.U, B gl Bl [STeR IToTITel ®1 Ry Qa1 81 ge] STy S
BT ARYI H g: AT F1eH H $g ARPR A IGRIY B g b bg APR
BRI S P T &3 B 3fH A AP 1895 PIIS BUY Pl dcblel
AERIAT YT HR1Y| 7 RE 9 89 IR-aR JAT9 {51 8, 9 ford &, 3Ry
a1 & I9 fog BRI A1 98 -98d g=aTs|

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to take part in the discussion on
the drought situation prevailing in our country. Sir, the drought situation,
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throughout this country, has elaborately been discussed in this House and all
the hon. Members have expressed that our country is based on agrarian
economy. More than 70 per cent of the people depend on agriculture.
Therefore, any change in the regular climatic conditions will adversely affect
the agricultural production and it will directly hit the Indian economy. So,
considering the main focus and importance of the agricultural production and
our economic base, or, our stability, it should be given the first priority. So,
priority should be given to the management of disasters like floods, drought
etc. Even after 50 years of Independence, we don't have a proper disaster
management mechanism. We don't have an effective mechanism to deal with
situations like floods, drought, cyclone, etc. So, the first point which | would
like to submit before this House is that the Government should come out with
a clear proposal, a scheme, a project, or a mechanism, to deal with such
disaster situations in a proper way, in a time-bound manner. During every
session, whether it is the Winter Session, the Monsoon Session, or the Budget
session, we discuss the problem of drought, cyclone or floods. After the
discussion is over, the Government makes an announcement in the House
that so much amount will be given as relief package. In every session, the
same thing is repeated. | know we have not been able to prevent these
disasters because of the various environment and scientific aspects that have
to be looked into. We cannot totally prevent it, but we can manage them
properly, in a scientific way. That is why | am suggesting that a long-term plan
has to be evolved. This is my first point.

The Indian Meterological Department had declared that in the year
2002 the rainfall, especially, from the South-West Monsoon would be less. It is
one of the worst drought-affected years of the Century. So, we can imagine
the impact of drought situation on agricultural production. What has been the
estimated loss or the estimated decline in agricultural production? It is being
estimated that compared to last year, there has been a decline of 18.72 per
cent in agricultural production. We have to see how it will affect the Indian
economy in the future. We have to take that into account.

My next point is regarding the approach of the Government in dealing
with this situation. According to me, the Government of India has remained a
silent spectator in dealing with this disaster. About 16 States have been
completely affected by drought. Suicides by farmers, starvation deaths due to
unemployment, deaths due to poverty, everything, is taking
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place in the country. | am not going into the details of this because those
points have already been covered. The question is: what concrete action has
the Government taken to deal with this situation? Nothing is being done by the
Government; this can be seen from the figures itself.

Also, we are not able to give any prominence to agriculture, because
of the policy being pursued by the Government. What is the economic policy of
this Government? We have a policy of liberalization. Only because of this, we
are not able to give prominence to agriculture and agricultural production. This
liberalization policy aims at the accelerated growth of the industrial sector and
the Information Technology sector. It is not concerned with the poor people;
with the common people. We all know that more than 70 per cent of the
population of our country is dependent on agriculture. Those people are being
ignored, and the entire focus or concentration is on the Information
Technology sector. As a result of this, no attention is paid at all to
management of these disasters like floods, drought etc. This is what has
happened. Today, we have a buffer stock of 62 million tonnes of foodgrains.
They are lying in the godowns of the Food Corporation of India or the Central
Warehousing Corporation godowns. On the other side, starvation deaths,
deaths due to poverty, are also taking place. In my State of Kerala also, last
month, in the plantation industry, three persons died due to poverty. On the
one side, there is bumper production and a huge stock of foodgrains in the
godowns; on the other side, deaths due to starvation are also taking place. All
this is happening because the Public Distribution System has totally failed.
Giving subsidy to the common people, or, to the poor people seems to be out
of the agenda of this Government. That is the reason why this is going on.
Merely declaring Rs. 10,000 crores for the relief measures will not solve the
problem. ..(Time Bell).. Sir, | am concluding. | will take only two minutes.

IIqUTEE (21 =T T BifRTh): T e, 3R de & ggafd 8
1 39 EqDH T DI AToT B YR1 B o1 SMY, Il Sy {497y & A= w30
St gl SufRyd FE1 &, SdT WY WX §, SAfU 98 dl SR & T foredt
3R fea <, Afe 1 feaawe™ & fov o/ dad aR =TT e & dle 9
IE TV 8, MU Sedl-STeal TR I8 $R ol dl did 21l 3R e &Y
Feafr 81 a1 39 fedder &1 3 8 q_7 & forar i

it iR it 9+ 519 HY F30 &1 HeT & df

Sir, very serious charges have been levelled by an hon. Member
against the Minister of Agriculture. So, he should come prepared with the
reply.
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JURAHTEE (37 THT SBR BIRMD ) : WH BIfoTg

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: | will conclude in two minutes. So,
this policy is being followed by the Government. As a result of this, the
contribution of the agriculture to the GDP has come down to 25 per cent.
Decades back, the contribution of agriculture to the GDP was 50 per cent. But
now it has come down to 25 per cent. As regards the foodgrains production, it
is contributing 12 per cent to the GDP. The contribution of agro-based
industries, such as textile industry, jute industry, sugar industry, which
accounts for a major chunk of our industrial output, to the GDP has fallen
sharply. On the other hand, the contribution of engineering industry, chemical
industries and Information Technology industry has risen. It is very evident
from these factors as to what is the attitude and approach of the Government
of India, especially, the Government which is pursuing the liberalised policies,
towards agriculture and related matters. As far as relief measures are
concerned, it is okay.

Now, | would like to make some suggestions with regard to water
conservation and water harvesting. We should have a long-term plan for
this. At present, there is a project, namely, the Drought Prone Area
Programme (DPAP). This Project is totally based on watershed
management. It is my personal experience that Watershed Management
Programme is not giving good results, even though the statistical datas given
by the Government speak otherwise. | would like to suggest that both the
projects, that is, water conservation and water harvesting, should be entrusted
to the Panchayati Raj Institutions. They can very well do it. Since it is a
Centrally-sponsored scheme, all the powers are vested with the Centre. |
suggest that all the rights should be given to the Panchayati Raj institutions.

| would also like to make two points regarding my State. This year, in
my State, as compared to the last year, there has been only 49 per cent
rainfall. 1 do not mean to say that there is a severe drought-like situation,
except in two or three districts. But the point is the power sector is fully
dependent on the hydel power. So, that is being affected. In the case of cash
crops, like coconut, rubber, etc. given the present situation, definitely, the
agriculture will be affected. | do not want to go into all these details. In Kerala,
agriculture produce is also being affected. It is quite unfortunate to note that
the State Government of Kerala has not submitted any memorandum or
representation to the Government of India for seeking any relief. | regret to
say that even the Leader of the Opposition, while
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moving the Motion in the other House, did not mention about the State of
Kerala. The State of Kerala will be affected in future. Therefore, | would
appeal to the. Government of India that in this package of Rs. 10,000 crores,
the State of Kerala should also be included, keeping in view the damage
which may occur to the cash crops in future. With these words, | conclude.
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S H DI AfRH AWM TE......| A AR Teb QAT FRART & 1o fopar araei Sust
oI 3T B & forg FosRa & R 9gd Il & 99 ¥ o Sy &rd &t
BIsT &I fIaR IS =T 2l

TeIgd, fHd™ & M & HeRUl &I udi Jd=el 8! 8, Jg a1d
379 319 # e Ua7 el 21 s STTe Ul WY R a1Ts € 6 Sl 31T 9@
& Ih FelTs (BT ST V&1 &, T8 TS ISl T8l 5l I8 TSI §l 3T &l I
P AT T8 U FORIUTHRT TR SRR 2

SUAYEIET FeIed, 39 AT q 9 & T e yvifiad g1 @ & —
T o & AT [Pl &1, TER1 AoIgR] @1 3R Ife ugall b1 i gep a7t 71
fora STg & =T a9t & ageit 1 <ifh 519 1 JRd @ == Bkil 8 A1 Uap 4ren
Jaret ft TR B9 989 b Y H 37T 2 IR 98 T 9 H WIS B AR
HEIGY, UISTd &1 FHRIT b IS AT 2, <lfchel 5Td g I ath 3Tl & I
YIS @t T dl, YA & STA-R B B dl g4l gAY A9 B Sl 7 f
I & g B IR S THM IR AN & 9 el 81 ot g g9aferg a8
AR TR ®Y gRT BR bl & AR I8 39 WU H TeX(s 8 [ 39 T g
TOIRT I TG B STORd & b 3ot & a1 o1 91e 39 991 9 fye &
Hejer § AR M HDHATS 91 81 ? SR TrAfesdrall & SR R 916 iR G 4
foraeT T Brar 3R faurT & S PrenfS=e B 3ruTa T2 BIaT A 31T 916 Bl
g WY AR W B Ig Iaedl fe@rg el wsdll ife g9 g wwwaii
P T rf & IMUR R W@ &1 YA Tl fhTl 319 39 U IR 989 I
B! € 3R WK B Sa1d ST & A1 A1 TR A 3T 81T fh ARBR T I
fop <91 fob 80 Uferera smaTd T e W R R, S99 o &7 i
P YR IR AT Thel A BT IR T (b7 ST 1l 8% AT 34T &1 H 989
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3R P A FRd g7 AHRITAT DI SEH BT YART BRAT 1S Fifh I8 el
TR &

SUHIEdE Heled, § $© fdg I8l g & dR IR @1 9rg e
3 AT wedl A Al wET 71 g9 ff 92 Ridie 331 81 38 9 WRBRI A
U T&T WHIRY STRI Bl ©, b ST hrIT=ad= & IR | faar fear s ar
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TR AT &1 3ITA B3 T AT Yo i & o § Tediel Bl $h1s
g7 fear 8, foame bl ST 7181 9101 81 HeATfie] e Ui F8) 789 & BRI
fEWhNT W MaHCH B 3R H RIY-TIRIY & a7 Ferch! g1 e I8 IR
0 7T © fh ST St 7141, i 98 WeeTs e &1 UTTl Al 39 ARE & qdTel
IS e T

SUTHIETET HEIGY, 3ITSITE & Ugel idl § STel IIRAT & i IR,
P 3R ATER BT a1 ol HEIS Y, 31T WY ST BT o 39 Jael 3R A8
T STl TRBRY T8N T8l off a8f omex & wawen off e gerd a8t Rars &F
IRAT BT UTh oft| 31T 9 OB & S Bl SToxd | A1 & 39 91 Bl )
SR © b gAR g8t It Red uR &g {1 SeET+Y ereg sRire Sit 4
Al I a7d Bel o 3R H Al IqBT ROIR GHT Bl g1 BN a9 Bl 59 IR
&I QA1 1R 98 § i RIeH, 98 & 9IS 3 YIede| 3R I+ 39
ReeH 1 3R UTIR & FHEH BT el BT B TE] (BT Al & & IR A
3T ST 2T T Al | 7T B Wl IO B Tl 3R 1 HF FH7T § §iof
a7 81 GhdT B, TR 6! USTAR 91 B BIs Aol 8! 918 s dI T8 <90
T | g BIa1 I

IS 31T G H g 157 FHIId 81 1Y 21 S9forg ofd ol g9l I8
ST TS b fhat Sel WR fa <1 9 R &) e 89 &) dad ©,
o7 foTg Ueh g8 SR BRIR TSI I TS| H 3 a1 BT AHAT BRaAT §
% e gihfacd i 918 SQ) § | § {6 519 d@ 98 U aie 31 3R U
AHT Bl

HEIgy, ¥ 3fd § MUd J1egH 9 WRHR A, 39 HE4T Ie9 I I8
3dTeT HRAT aTEd § [ TRBR 37T MAMABARIT & MR IR P B, oI DI,
HTRAT I T2 S b 3R < Bl 37T arel FHY J fdl vy debe a1
AT T FHRAT TS| 1S < H U AaR AThe 91 3! fRAT S a1 1 18 7, 59
WeR AT B I Y 1 A UTaR & q1 T8l Sirel 1T AR HY awer bl
ST TE1 T 77 <1 <=0 D1 AR H S A DS b 81 Fohdl|

HEIGY, SA1 a1 HEdR H YU qId TG Rl gl g=Ids |

Iuguegel (3T T bR BID): SN TH. . SRR | 39 Ugd b Iy
Y- T gl a1l © 31} 3Ud! UTel & $hadl 12 fAFe 99 8, safeu
JMIHT S H FHTANTT HRATR |

SHRI M.V. RAJASHEKARAN : | will certainly keep this in view.

Sir, | thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to speak. As
you are aware, and as it has been brought out here, it has become a
permanent feature in India as the drought is occurring very often. Sir, let
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me also inform this House that with the change of climate and with the
degradation of environment, the drought is going to be more and more acute
in the coming years. As one of the agricultural experts has put it, the Indian
agriculture is a gamble during monsoon. Taking all these things into account,
what is it that we are doing? What is the responsibility of the Government? Sir,
I may bring to the kind notice of the Central Government that there is a lack of
sensitivity on their part. Yoy can see the irresponsibility and the
unaccountability on their part in dealing with this very serious situation. What is
needed is the immediate response. We cannot wait for months together. In
fact, during the drought, the people who are going to be affected very
seriously are the poorest of the poor, because they lack food security. How
are we managing the food security and how are we able to provide immediate
relief? Now, Sir, if you take these things into account, you will find that there is
a total negligence on the part of the Central Government.

Sir, there is a National Calamity Contingency Fund. How is it
disbursed? Has it been disbursed with efficiency and speed? As you are
aware, many of our colleagues have brought to the notice of this hon. House,
how lethargic they have been even in releasing the funds and foodgrains.

Now, | would like to come to some of the very serious points which
our Karnataka State is facing. Sir, through you, | would like to inform this
insensitive Government that on 24" July, the first request was made by our
Chief Minister to the Government of India to look into the serious problem
which the State is facing. The memorandum was submitted to them. Later on,
the Chief Minister, along with a senior Minister, came to Delhi and met the
hon. Agriculture Minister as well as the Prime Minister. Later on, Sir, there was
a demand and request made for immediate release of 6 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains. Sir, again, on 31.7.2002, it was brought to the notice of the
Government that out of 28 districts, 24 districts are under severe drought. Sir,
as you are aware, in India, today, nearly two-thirds of the districts are reeling
under drought. Similarly, out of 176 talukas in Karnataka, 143 talukas are
reeling under drought. Sir, again, on 9.8.2002, the request was made, but, an
intimation was received from the Central Government that they have released
2 lakh tonnes of foodgrains. Sir, despite this, the State Government is unable
to get the full benefit of it because the Food Corporation of India does not
have the required stocks at the district headquarters. In fact, there is an all-
round lethargy, one can
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see, on the part of the Food Corporation of India. Sir, this situation has to be
drastically changed. As one of our hon. colleague just now pointed out, we
have got 62 million tonnes of foodgrains stocked in our godowns, but, we are
not reach that to the poorest of the poor because our storage facilities are put
in the district headquarters, and we are not able to move the stock to the
particular area where there is an immediate requirement. Sir, the Government
of Karnataka has been reminding, time and again, that they need an
assistance of Rs. 1,562 crores. What is it that the Government has done? Sir,
they cannot sit idle, particularly, at the time of drought, when the people are
suffering. We have also seen here that there is so much of discrimination by
the Centre, particularly, against Karnataka.

IUHHILIE (3 T AHL BIRE): AT HFUAT FAT B | HIAT
HAT B |

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: Sir, | would take only one more
minute. | would like to make a couple of suggestions. Sir, my first suggestion
is, the Central Government should immediately set up a High-Power
Committee or a Task Force, with the Prime Minister as the Chairman, and all
the Chief Ministers as its Members. Secondly, the Prime Minister's Office
should have a monitoring mechanism to monitor as to how the drought
situation is affecting the whole country, and what measures are being taken,
and how far those measures are being implemented, with efficiency and
speed. Sir, there should be a mechanism and strategy to assess the drought
condition from time to time. Let me quote one example. Way back, the United
States forecast how the Soviet Union would be coming under drought and
what would be its effects. Based on that, their foreign policy was evolved. Sir,
today, new technologies have come, and we should see how we can take
advantage of it, tackle such situations in future. Sir, our Congress President,
Soniaji, has suggested that the National Calamity Fund should be increased to
Rs.10,000 crores. Sir, it is a good suggestion. | hope, the Central Government
will take immediate action to raise this amount and make available this amount
with speed and efficiency, whenever it is required.

IUHHTEE (31t T TH BIRID) : FIAT FA DN |

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: Sir, I am just
concluding...(Interruption)... Sir, again, as you are aware, the crop insurance
scheme is in vogue in our country. But, how is it being implemented? Now, we
must see at the stage of implementation as to what the problems are, which
are there. Sir, in fact, the State Government of Karnataka is pressing
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that the crop insurance scheme should be applied in totality, covering all the
farmers.

Now, | come to the question of payment of interest on loan, and as
you are aware, the State government will not be able to take the entire burden
upon itself. The Central Government should come to the help of the State
Government. The State Government of Karnataka has already requested that
50 per cent of the interest should be met by the Central Government. But,
unfortunately, up till now, there is no response. fTime Bell.) Sir, | am just
concluding. | will take half a minute. My next point is regarding the godowns.
As | have already stated, the go'downs of the Food Corporation of India should
be evenly spread throughout the country, particularly, in the rural areas, so
that whatever foodgrains are going to be made available to help the drought-
prone areas, they will be able to take advantage of.

Lastly, in the Central Government, we have got the Drought-Prone
Areas Programme. | have not been able to understand how far that
programme has been successful, and what has been its impact. If it needs
improvement, what strategy is the Central Government adopting? With these
words, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you, and | hope, the
Central Government will become more sensitive, more responsive and more
acocuntable in future. Thank you.

it eI} T AeR) (TfegH! ) : A IuHIEe Aeied, el
Jer 7 ot SrpTe 3R Y@ @1 IR W T4l gs o, onfl A g1 W iR H uw
T G 3T BT 1 $/H ThRId d8] SThIST SWIHTA (Y ST X8 & Sl fUwell
IR SHATS Y Y | ARG, GET TN <% H BIs T41 a1 Tl & i ot
S YT US1 &, SUH IS G B 1 I8 & b 11 7el &b 32 A & 91 54
|1l AFYA B Sl IRIR 2, ITH dealell 318 1 STef q1Rer o off, a8 X 4
31TS 3R 3HD! goie A Sl FHR] PV IaRAT 2, IH IR I8 3R ISl &

qEICY, H U8 HE1 I8l § (b ST9 T M1 8 <N I8 AT 8l AT
2, I% 3T Hohd Y 3T 21 9 ATl W il G UST 7, 3D Hehdl &4 98
Tgel ¥ firel T2 31 e Ul St edaTel aui gl 2, 98 39 9Tdl T8l g5l Sl
qHY B4 I 81 ST A1feY AT IFH 91 AT S Yo H SART AR fIHRT
AT BT Sl BIRBIE PHRAT 2, IEH STh 23 UM B 8 3R I HIG-PRIe
HEI BRORT B & (b 39 AT a9l BT 8 arell §l a9 2002 § 59 A4
fAUTT &1 BRBRE AT A1 Yo A & d $8 2 I P 23 Wflex 4 4 6-7
IRTfer g 721 €1 3foIg &9 ore il g @ fRIfT S 7= 2, 9% o@d s
FHUR BT 3MTs 21§ oY & a5 Usel 81 TIR Y& &b Adbd [¥7el MY & wifep
B9 IR 781 g
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Hely, ! U8l il 989 Al I8! &, 39 989 BT 3Acil Y1 I8 © [ 3 g
AR 3 8- o WReR NIAER & 31 90 AR RER 872 39¢ fov
M RMIER 21 e Taie &) $8 R eIREt € 3R I ORaR &1 ot o
3o Rt € ok X @Td 9 99 899 359 W R BRATS $I 8 gFl
eI ¥ o) Wi ToR 37E T THAN 3 919 © f6 it 9% g oman ©
I9 ff BR &% 9l #, &% gal ¥ &R I AR & di= S Jerifas
FIRA € 9% 39 989 H Q@ <1 §1 IB ABEN B I | RT-FT HRAT
IET, R 81 BT ARV g I1d AT AT 7 4TS ©, H STh] SIexHl
Tl =TEdT g1 § W 919 U &7 MHYU HRAT I8l § 6 ofd W TN IR
DI 3B 3T 8 AT U ATl qR-IR SRS BT ST & i1 Y {he
AT BT g ST € 98 & IRPISH| ATe I8 916 & I1 T I A1 5T
P 17 B W, & Nifarfedd urdt wadl ® f I8 S g9R S ux smuf as
D 1Y S & T aRGIET | AT S| 1 I8 IRGICIT Ryt res I8 ST
21 S ARG AT B 2, oY B fieel et & onReR W < ' % w9
BART WIS BT M FreX IR o ST A7 &7 Al SR PIRATs Bl g o) IqD]
TR PEd T A SMRIR F HAT FAT B 379 o 3RY | 8 Wl a1 32 &,
AT G 31TQ &, I8 WA a1 81 21 A4} I8 Sl MRelS bTel & Al Pl Sre
H1 I TN T8 &, I8 BT 1R AT 37T T8 & Rifeh I Te1 & A1 H8 aore) A
BT T8 &1 IB T -gId 3RY 81 SMYI| S FHR IR a1 3§ P & 3R g &
3l 7! WIS Bl AT 95 ATell A 81 X8 81 ST 89 AN o (BT 781 &1 37D
0} 9T HRAT d1RVI dfps S gHIfSUe TaRHE & S dod Ta-He Bl o T
MY, TT TgTHE DI o1 AT I8 IRPISH H PRAT 51 oAl ATfeY FT? il
T8l &b IR & ITB! IS AMMRY, S g8f & FdM & ITh! IRT 1Y AR
ST BT 919 &1 U 12T A8 Al ol oFR I®! a8t Aig[g 81 oTg 1 St
FUC H 31 § STh HUR ST ST 3T Il BT 81 § b SHDI FV 81
qh ¥ AT ST Fehall 21§ <A1 I1l IR PR BH aRBICT IR BH BN Al AX
T A Sl BT BT 1Y o7 1 AR US1 8 S9 R B 7 O daarell A
Y Wod Ta-He dEdl B fh 89 @l 7 M < fIuT B, e TaHHe of T8l
RE! 81 T AN AT Al BBl & [ 84 [Hal T8l & I7 Sl (el & 98 TSl ganl &
S 9 AT R, 3 foY B RieieR 872 78 B9 8 ahdT § b e o
IR-IR Pedl § fb 37 BRIS DYV I1RY, - ARG T IFIST A1V 3R ST
HeR BIAT 8 98 $H ol 2| f27d fhdd1 S 87 Aex &1 S & AT yazli &l
AP 2 3R g S AR I8 R 989 dold] & SUH SR ST 3R ST Sftae
SII% JHTE €, 98 WU 81 I ol 31 ad © b a8l Ea™l 3 41d gs & Siel
A g3 € 3R 1 e @ gef oI 2 a8l S ArT ded & o I A @ &
TEI WX 8, I8 IR W W &1 b 3R d1d Sl §ES 91 8 98 Bbed © 1o I8 Al
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qIY[E I& I B8l UR €, 98 89 [FpTei| AT Sl TAR o 3RY b
T € 98 BId I, A B ST, TR S99, $U @Ie, TS a4, 99
T B A anft St ST W) T2 B, S9F forg B SRR 87 il
AT I8 BHR HUR AU T8I 37 81 § F&T el drsdl § fb &9 ar Sl
BT 3B Wed &, I GHT & I &, $F Ia IR | &, F&
fouer # €, 89 U AR W TS of 3R T8 oiobx I fob AR § ATUTIDIA
¥, S 3TYST 59 AT 3ATS &, 3Tel ATel GRATHT 7 B, I8 A, b $O ATed
a1 Mt SR gAfoy & oI & SR SodR U 718 Ugd By | B9 deEd
SR & o B ST T8l BT IT8d ©1 $9 a1 Bl 89 AR Gd 371 38 &
o &H ST ST T8 AR @ ©, offeh bR ol Iorify o <2 21 giferg |
Hel @Tedl § b g sHifSue e o =fey, sAR Sl gefAfRgfea
7MY ©, SHR! S F HTH | AT ST 318y 3R S sHifSue Taere o T
2, TS, IR, U ST BT 7, SHP foIY BIRA S T 89 ) Tl 8,
IHP] qTebs H IR-PIeT | fhar Syl g=yarg |

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (Maharashtra): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | am very
thankful to you for allowing me to speak. | will be very brief. The drought
situation prevalent in the nation is a matter of great concern to all of us. Itis a
national problem. This problem does not relate to the States alone. Subjects
like floods and drought should be discussed above politics. Cutting across
party lines, we should raise issues like this. | will do that within a span of three
or four minutes, giving some useful suggestions.

Sir, as | mentioned earlier, a wider part of the nation is suffering from
the unprecedented drought situation. When you spoke on this issue, you had
referred to both, drought and floods. TAsT T) F, W 'ft Fl They are two sides of
the same coin. We cannot split them. | will deal with that also.

At the outset, | would like to point out that various States are suffering
from the drought situation. Some States, like Rajasthan, are severely
suffering. Some States are partially suffering. | would like to make certain
suggestions regarding my State, Maharashtra. In my State, roundabout
10,000 villages are affected by the drought situation. The number of persons
registered under the Employment Guarantee Scheme is five lakhs. Of course,
the main after-effect of drought is water-scarcity, shortage of drinking water.
For purposes like providing jobs to the agricultural workers and having an
alternate crop system, the State requires funds from the Centre. Sir, | want to
make it amply clear that neither the State nor the Centre should shirk
responsibility to deal with the problem of drought, shifting the burden on each
other. The Government of Maharashtra has requested the Ministry of
Agriculture for releasing a grant of Rs.500 crores from the Calamity Relief
Fund to meet the drought
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situation. The allocation is to be made from the CRF. It may be rather a new
concept. | am highly impressed by the views of Premachandranji who has
dealt with this subject basically. | would say that the basic problem is
concerning with agriculture. The basic subject is agriculture. The drought,
floods, etc., are caused due to negligence, and agriculture has been neglected
for the last 52 years. Why, Sir? This is the key industry, the basic industry, the
core industry, of the nation. We say that our economy is agricultural economy,
monsoon economy and village economy. Eighty per cent of the population in
the country depends on agriculture. Such a basic industry, key industry, is
being, unfortunately, neglected, and that is why we are affected by the
aftereffects of drought, floods and everything. So, how to deal with them? As
far as dealing with the drought situation is concerned, many previous speakers
have made suggestions. Now, what do you mean by the drought-prone area?
It is an arid area. We have not yet done full justice to the drought-prone area.
As | have mentioned earlier, there is no proper water management, whether it
is a big reservoir or a small reservoir or a tank or a medium project or a big
project. But, now, the problem is that of conservation of ground water. As
Laluji has mentioned, even the ground water has gone down very much. Now,
you have to recharge the ground water. That will help the agriculture and also
solve the drinking water problem. Now, | don't want to speak at length about
water management, because the time at my disposal Is very short. But the fact
is we never bothered about water management. We never bothered about the
crop pattern. The whole problem of our nation is that hardly about 20% of our
agricultural land is irrigation-based, and 80% is dry-land cultivation. Laluiji
mentioned a point, whether we are thinking of a crop pattern, dry-land farming,
whereby we could increase our production. As | mentioned earlier, the
National Water Scheme was not duly considered. This was the scheme
submitted by Sir Visvesvaraya and Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar. The total
expenditure at that time was Rs.5,000 crores. Now we have to spend Rs.1
lakh crore. So, an inter-connection of the northern and southern rivers will
solve both the problems. We are facing a contrast. In the summer, we are
thinking for a drop of water; in the rainy season, thousands of villages are
washed away by the floods. This is a contrast because we have never applied
our mind to this problem. Sir, if you do not take effective steps to tackle the
inter-connected problems relating to the agriculture economy, if you neglect
the basic industry of the country, your GDP will never rise. As mentioned by
Mr. Premachandran, it has gone down by 25%. With all the technology, the
modern technology, modern
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industry, privatisation, globalisation, etc., if the agriculture continues to be
neglected and not given the required thrust, this drought, A3T » *T* an” £|
'tWM With these words, Sir, | request the Government, though late, to pay
proper attention to the agriculture which it deserves. Thank you very much.

SywauTee (st T AR HIRF): 5 IS e $H uget
Yo DY, H U 1 3MTUD] 1 5 b B Sl BT badl Yeb AT Y & AR 3741
3MTY ST AT TSR e dTel &1 HUT TS - THYI H I 97d HE

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
the year, 2002, has witnessed one of the worst drought situations affecting
almost 14 States including Orissa. As you know, in 1999, there was super
cyclone in Orissa; then there were floods; now, there is drought in 314 blocks
of 30 districts. The situation is very serious. As you have suggested, | don't
want to go into the details and make a political speech about the situation. |
only want to give some suggestions. | think the Orissa Government has
demanded an amount of Rs.815 crores and 12.91 lakh tonnes of foodgrains.
But the quantity announced by the Central Government is not enough. |
request that the demand of the Orissa Government should be considered once
again and the Central Government should give adequate funds to meet the
situation. We all know that, in Orissa, 30 districts, the KBK districts, the
western districts and the coastal districts, are affected. | don't want to go into
the details and make a political speech. But some Members had spoken about
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. The point is that when a person dies in
Madhya Pradesh, it is said that he died due to starvation. But when-it is said
that 350 persons died in KBK districts and western districts of Orissa, the
State Government and the Central Government are saying that it was not due
to starvation; it was due to malnutrition and some diseases. That is not
correct. | want to mention here that in Orissa there are 15,000 lift irrigation
points, which could have been utilised to meet the drought situation. The State
Government of Orissa has initiated a Pani Panchayat Scheme. They are
forcing the agriculturists and the farmers to accept the Paani Panchayats. The
State Government says that if they do not accept the Paani Panchayats, the
lift irrigation points will not be made functional. Had the lift irrigation points
been made functional, millions of hectares of land could have been utilised
and the production target could have also been achieved. But that was not
done. ltis an artificial drought created by the State Government by not making
the lift irrigation points, which are already existing, functional.
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So far as the State Government is concerned, it is not taking any
effective steps. There are always contradictions. Take the case of KBK
districts. The Chief Minister said that the Central Government was pleased to
sanction Rs.200 crores for the KBK districts. The Central Government also
said that it had sanctioned the amount. But, till the beginning of November,
only a sum of Rs.50 crores has been released and even that amount had not
reached Orissa. Then, how do you expect us to utilise the amount of Rs.200
crores, which has been sanctioned for the KBK districts, the most backward
districts of Orissa, before 31% March, 2003? Again, in the case of KBK
districts, there is a long-term action plan, which has been submitted by the
State Government of Orissa some five years ago. It has not been accepted by
the Planning Commission till today, and the Central Government is also not
taking any interest in it. We all know the history of KBK districts. We all know
about the effects of super-cyclone in Orissa. In spite of all this, the Central
Government has always adopted an apathetical attitude and not released the
funds. The people are only hearing what the Ministers say. The Central
Government says that it has released the funds. But the State Government
says that the Central Government has not released the funds. There is a
contradiction. This is the situation. | request the Central Government, through
you, Sir, that this kind of attitude is detrimental to the interests of the general
public, when the people of Orissa are affected by cyclone, floods and drought.
They are in a distressful condition. The economy of Orissa is in a bad shape.
In this situation, | demand that the Central Government should sanction a
minimum amount of Rs. 1,000 crores to meet the drought situation in Orissa,
without any political consideration, without any quarrel between the State
Government and the Central Government. Thank you.

SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA (Karnataka): Sir, it is very
unfortunate that our country is facing a severe drought this year. In Karnataka,
more than 140 taluks have been officially declared as drought-hit areas. But
there are many villages where people could not cultivate their land, due to a
poor rainfall and, particularly, the people of Chikmangloor and Coorg districts,
who are depending only on agriculture and perennial crops like coffee have
been badly affected. Sir, due to poor rainfall, they could not cultivate their land
and due to the decline in the price of coffee and also due to untimely rain, the
coffee production has fallen. So, the people of this area have been affected
very badly and whatever grants the Government has given to the State of
Karnataka are very meagre, as compared to what has been given to the other
States, particularly the BJP-ruled States in our
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country. Our hon. Chief Minister made repeated requests for releasing
foodgrains and relief. Till today we are waiting for that. Sir, | request the hon.
Minister to release these foodgrains and also our State should not be given
step-motherly treatment. Sir, it is high time that the Central Government
thought of having a proper planning and a permanent solution to face these
natural calamities like floods, cyclones and earthquakes. Sir, unless we have
a proper planning, it would be very difficult to find a solution to this problem
and we will have to face such a situation almost every year. Sir, | request the
hon. Minister to see that they give to the Karnataka State more foodgrains
and relief to our people.

SyauTenvie (37 T WHY BIRIG): @ F AgaEyel vy w S
radIferds Tt oft, g8 THIS 81 718 B MR ST SR AT HY #f 5f Tt
S 9eT | <3| 39 B9 Pl YhdIR, 22 TIRR, 2002 YaAied 11.00 91 Ib &
ferg 3 8l

The House then adjourned at forty seven minutes past five of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Friday, the 2o November, 2002.
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