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Grievances of students in DeJhi 

SHRI B.R ARTE (Maharashtra): Sir, About one lakh students from all parts 

of the country assembled in Delhi to place their demands before the Central 

Government. The rally organised by the country's premier students 

organisation, the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parlshad, presented a charter to the 

Prime Minister, signed by fifteen lakh students. The students do appreciate the 

steps being taken for Sarva Shiksha and for making education Indo-centric. 

They also appreciate the steps towards 
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curing the curricula of Marxist philosophy. However, the students are greatly 

disturbed by oomercialisation of education and the spectre of unemployment. 

Some of their pressing demands include the need to spend at least 6 per cent 

of the GDP on education. It is aso necessary to take certain steps immediately, 

like (1) Appointment of a task force for suggesting concrete steps for curbing 

commercialisation of education and to rationalise the fee structure. (2) 

Establishment of an Education Development Bank to help students and 

Institutions. (3) Linking of the quantum of scholarship, particularly, in the case of 

SC and ST students, be linked with the price index. (4) Private participation In 

educational development be both encouraged and regulated by incentles like 

tax benefits and by norms dicouraging commercialisation. (5) Correlate 

educational planning with development planning and conduct a national survey of 

manpower requirement, for its proper management and for the benefit of the 

country's economy. (6) Active steps. Including resorting to Central legisiatlons. if 

felt necessary, be taken to ensure university autonomy, and, at the same time, 

to regulate deemed universities. (7) Higher education curricula be so designed 

as to include mandatory social services for six months, and a minimum training in 

military discipline, to inculcate the spirit of nationalism and dedication. 
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SHRl BALBIR K. PUNJ (Uttar Pradesh): I associate myself with the 

sentiments expressed by Shri B.P. Apte. 

Problem of Fluoride in drinking water in Maharashtra 
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