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THE MINISTER CF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF URBAN
DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION (SHRI ©. RAJAGOPAL):
Madam, we. have no objection. |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That's fine. The Minister, who is a part
of the House, agrees. The Chair is also a part of the House.

So, after lunch, which is going to be for cne hour, we will take up
the issue of Gujarat.

The House is adjourned for lunch for ome hour.

The House then adjournad for lunch at forty-eight minutes
past one of the clock.
The House re-assembled after lunch at Fifty one minutes past two of the
clock,

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair]
SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
On the situation arising out of the recent developments in Gujarat
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WY A A TS WY A...(SEEE).. ¥ " &1 | know it | am
merely saying that he is here and that issue also can be taken up today. It
doesn't mean | am mixing up Gujarat and Jammu and Kashmir. To do that
i5 beyond me. (nterruptions) Me. Pranab Mukherjee, you will initiate the
discussion on Gujarat. Only 37 minutes for it, but you have given me five
names. We have to delete some names.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): Madam, of course, you
have the discretion to do so as and when we procesed. We will be entirely
at your disposal.

Thank you, Madam Deputy Chairperson, for giving me the
opportunity of raising a discussion on the situation arising out of recent
developments in Gujarat. Madam, normally, we don't discuss developments
of a State unlass it is totally calied for. So far as Gujarat is concerned, this
House has, Qn several occasions, irn this year and the last year, discussed

il

it. Even before we adjpurned on 12 August 2002, we had a discussion on it
under rule 176.

A guestion may arise as to what recent developments have taken
place in Gujarat which required discussion on the floor of this House, since
the dates for the elections have been declared, the political parties are
ready to fight the elections, the selection process for the candidates is over,
the nomination papers have been filed, and the Gujarat people are qoing to
elect the Government of their own choice. In that context, what was the
need for raising a discussion on the flopor of this House? Certain
developments that have taken place in the ntervening period and even prior
to that have some bearmng on this Mouse.

Madam, you will recollect that on 2™, 3" and 6" of May, 2002, this
House had unanimously adopted a motion moved by Shri Arjun Singh. That
motion had two operative portions. One operative portion was, it urged
upon the Union Government to intervene under article 358, "To effectively
intervene, to ensure that the lives and property of people are protected and
the State is saved from internal disturbance.” The other operative part was
to effectively implement the relief measures. | am coming tc that aspect
right now. If my information is correct -- | am subject to correction --
Rs.150 crores were sanctioned by the Union Government for relief
operations it Gujarat and up to 17" October of this year, for relief the
amount that has been spent by the State Government under the relief and
rehabilitation package for the riot victims is just Rs. 72.46 crores which is
less than 50 per cent of the sanctioned amount. | think the riots took place
in the months of February and March and one and a half lakh pegple were
in the relief centres. The amount was sanctioned sometime in August or
September and til 17" October of this year the total amount spent was a
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3.00 P.M.

little more than 46 per cent. Firstly, the amount was inadequate and even
that inadequate amount was not spent fully. On top of that in today's
ndian Express | found a disturbing news item. Had it not been quoted and
the newspaper had nol slaried by this observation perhaps, it would not
have come to light. It is on record what the officers have said. Cne of the
officers who is the Additional City Collector has said that the entwe relief
operations and compensations are to be suspended as the elections have
been declared. Thereafter the story runs, | am not going to give the
details, Everybody who has read the Indian Express may have seen it
What 1s intriguing to me is that he is a senior officer of the Government of
Guaral. But the officer who is senior to him - the Relief Commissioner -- is
saying that nothing to be done and as and when demand for compensation
comes. it will have 10 be accepted and it wilt have to be settled. Which fact
is correct? Because the relief and rehabilitation for the riot victims was a
matter of concern to this House. It is an unusual situation and rather it was
an unusual Motion to which the Ruling Party aiso agreed. That is why it
was adopted unanimously. We considered that the efforts made by the
State Government were not adequate and, therefore, the Union Government
should intervene for the effective implementation of the relief and
rehabilitation programme. We had a discussion after passing this Motion in
May. On 24" July we had a review. We were assured by no less a person
than the Union Home Minister that yes, whatever suggestions -- | am not
using the word 'direction’ - this House has put to the Government of India,
they will be complied with, But is it an indication or performance record of
the compliance of the desire of this House which was reflected in a
unanimously adopted Motion. The second development is, election is a
normal procedure in any parliamentary democracy. In the case of the expiry
of the stipulated period or premature dissolution -of any State Assembly in
any of the States, elections take place reguiarly and there is nothing unusual
or uncommon in it. What has happened in Gujarat is that a good deal of
debate, Constitutional points and legal points arose.  Ultimately, the
Government had to heed to the advice of the Supreme Court about the
correct interpretation and position of law. And, { am happy that the
Supreme Court has given, in its advisory capacity, under Article 143 its
interpretation of some of the provisions of the Constitution, a reference in
respect of to which was made to it by the Cenltral Government. Madam,
two aspects have been cieared once and for all on which this House also
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debated. The first aspect 1s the period of 180 days, the gap between two
sittings of a Legislative Assembly. And the second one is whether it could
be construed that # can be extended to two separately constituted
Assemblies or should it be confined only to the same Assembly.
Fortunately, the ruling of the Supreme Court is decisive. And, | do hope
that there is no confusion on that. But, at the same time, it speaks out that
everything is not all right.  When, by creating a condition, efforts are made
to have a premature dissolution of the Assembly and to force the election,
then the problem comes in, Had it not been the case, perhaps, certain
undesirable observations, incidents and directions that have taken place,
and, in which the constitutional offices are involved, could have been
avoided, There is a constitutional body, which is empowered by the
Constitution te conduct free and fair elections and the institution has
acquired fame and standing not only in this country but also abroad. |If |
remember correctly - there are many learned and distinguished legal
iuminaries here w~ho can correct me if | am wrong - even after holding the
First General Elections, in 1952, when Mr. Sukumar Sen was the Chief
Fiection Commissioner, his advise was sought when elections took place in
Sudan because it was considered that the Indian Election Commission
conducted elections in a smooth and impartial manner. And the reputation
of this institution has grown over the years. If this institution is denigrated,
willingly or unwilingly, it does not heip anybody. But, unfortunately, a
controversy arose. | am not going into the details of it because | would not
like Y0 score any debating points on this in this House. What | want to
emphasize is this. Yes; there may be a difference of opinion in regard to
mnterpretation of a particular provision of the Constitution which, ultimately,
was decided by the most appropriate authority and over which there cannot
be any question or doubt. But, prior to that, was it absolutely necessary to
approach the Supreme Court challenging the authority of the Election
Commission by describing it as partial? Whomn are we helping? After all, it
takes years together to buid up the credibility of an institution. But it takes
no time to destroy the reputation of an institution.  And, the strengthening of
these institutions, to my mind - many hon. Members may agree with me --
will strengthen the democratic process in this country. These are important
piliars, Therefore, this aspect is also to be looked into.

Now, | come to the third area of concern. As | mentioned, election
iS a natural process in any democratic system. Every political party will
place its work programme, manifesto and its plan of action before the
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people.  if they are voted to power, political party will implement its
programme and say that it has carried conviction with the electorate. But,
can we have a situation in which the society will be divided and people will
be divided? Can we achieve anything by dividing the people, by dividing
the community and society? Who does not know that if there is an election
or if any decision is taken on the basis of community, the overwhelming
majority of a particular community will decide it.

Where is the scope for minority there? |If, in an election, or an
15sue is to be decided on the basis of Hindus and Muslims, who does not
know that the overwhelming majority of a Hindu c¢ommunity will decide.
That s why we deliberately wanted to avoid elections at that point of time.
And, it 15 not merely one party, but all the political parties, over the years,
have contributed to that process. If | remember correctly, Madam Deputy
Chairperson, | think, in 1858, after 11 years of his experiences as Prime
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was asked by a great French author,
Andre Malro, "What are the two most difficult probiems before you that you
had to confront as Prime Minister”. Mr. Nehru, in response to that
question, said, "To create a secular nation in a highly religious country is the
most difficult task™. So, that was the most difficult task that Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru had to confront in the first decade of his prime ministership.
Therefore, just to win a few seats, can we destroy that which had been built
so assiduously? If you look at the scenaric - } would not like to build up
that scenario - everybody is aware of it because we had discussed it on the
floor of this House on several occasions.... | am grateful to the ruling party
that they readily agreed to when we suggested that a message should go
from the House of Elders to the people of Gujarat, in particular, and to the
people of the country, as a whole; that we would fike to convey a message
of unity, a message of solidarity, a message of harmony, and let us not
disturb that. In any democratic process, elections will come and go, parties
may be in office or may be out of office, but can we destroy whatever we
have buill up over the years, just keeping our eyes on the ballot boxes?
How is it that the Election Commission, whose primary objective is to
conduct the elections smoothly and fairly, had to intervene in a matter
where the State Government should have stepped in, why the Prime
Minister had to intervene, why the Union Home Minister had to intervene?
Because of certain situations which had developed, the Election Commission
had to intervene in a matter, which normally comes. within the purview of the
State Government. Therefore, these are the issues, which | do feel, should

be taken note of Of course, itzizs the responsibility of the Election
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Commission, but the Election Commission does not have any machinery.
The Election Commission has to entirely depend on the machinery provided
by the State Government or the Central Government to conduct elections in
a fair and smooth manner, not being swayed away by emotions, not dividing
the saciety, not dividing the country on the communal ling, on the caste
Ine, let the people without being guided by any motive, or without being
guided by any emgtions, let the people exercise their rights, which they
used to do. That was the reason why we opposed the elections at that
pont of time. If you hold elections when emotions run high, there will not
be proper application of mind. Unfgrtunately, that has taken place. But let
us not vitiate the atmosphere. | am not going to elaborate on it, because |
have no intention of scoring a debating point here. | do feel at the end of
the discussion a message shouid go from this House that let the peopie of
Gujarat elect their Government without ™ fear, without favour, without being
swayed away by particular emotions.  Those issues could be settled later
on. Thank you, Madam Deputy Chairperson, for having given me this
oppaortunity.

SHAI ARUN JAITLEY (Gujarat): Madam, | am extremely grateful to
you for giving me an opportunity to respond to the issues raised by the
hon. very senior Member, Shri Pranab Mukherjee. Certainly, he has made
some very important points. And, | think, it would not be really open for
anybody to join with him on the question that we are barely two weeks
away from the Gujarat elections, and, therefore, the attempt of all  should
be to ensure free and fair elections, and that all controversies that have
ansen in the State, in the past eight months are really put to rest; and the
people elect the Government, and the representative Government then 10oks
at how some pending issues in the State are to be resclved. He also
mentioned that it shouid really be on the basis of performance and not
merely on emotions and we must call upon the people to vote in the
Gujarat elections. | am sure, all concerned, all poiitical parties, would look
at this very reasonabie advice that has come from a very distinguished
Member.

In the beginning, with regard to the relief work, he had mentioned
that even after months, there was something which was stil lacking.
Madam, we all join in the issue that in a tragedy of such great magnitude, it
is obvious that it would take time before the various wounds are healed.
And in the matter of relief, | do share his sentiments; not only it has to be
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expeditious, but it has to be large-hearted also. And, therefore, relief must
reach out to those people who deserve the most. We have instances, |
recently picked up figures, only to find that even in Dethi, today, camps are
stil being operated for the post-1984 ricts. And the victims of the Bhopal
Gas Tragedy, which took place in 1984, stilt cry for relief, every year on its
Anniversary. We also remember that we have, not in thousands but in six
figures, migrants from the Kashmir Valley; and they have been there, not for
one or two years, but for more than a decade. This is the effect that
tragedies of this kind leave upon our people. And, therefore, | do share his
sentiment when he says that refief must be extended expediticusly, and that
in areas where relief has not reached, we must make sure that relief must
reach out to those peopie immediately. Madam, in the context of Gujarat,
relief had to be given in some cases, compensation hacd to be given in
cases where people had lost their lives, compensation had to be given to
their kith and kin, There were thousands of people whose houses were
destroyed. They have to be given financial assistance for the purpose of
rebuillding their houses. There were cases where income generating sources
were taken away. They had to be given assistance in terms of being able
to re-establish their income generation units, sources, household effects,
etc. These are various areas of relief which were required. | don't think
after a tragedy of such a great magnitude, anybody can really prociaim that
everything has gone on perfectly. There would, certainly, be many
shortcomings because, after all, men who manage this are also human
beings. A large number of people -- | don't want 10 go into all the data, |
have them before me -- in each of these categories, in the last eight
months, have been provided relief. We bad people, almost numbering
1,35,000, who, left their houses and who were in relief camps. Alimost all
have gone back; only a few of thern remained. And the people who remain
there are those who are still to get back to their houses. The process is
going cn. | am sue, it is the duty of the administration and the
Government there, irrespective of what happens in the election, to make
sure that the fast man who is entitted to relief gets that. The entire
sufferings of the people cannot be mitigated. Some people have lost ther
family members, and some people have received injuries. Some of the after-
effects will be long-lasting. But the best that the administration can do
under these crrcumstances, is t0 make all out efforts to extend relief and
rehabilitation measures.
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But, Sir, the issue is not meraly in the abstract that we must have
fair etections, we must make sure that relief reaches all the people. Now,
we must start looking at that State, and it should be cutting across various
political parties, beyond the sheer reaim of partisan politics. | am
conscious of the fact that a lot has been said and a lot has been written
against my party, in this context. But, have we looked at some of the
recent developments? Are we also criticising what has happened, or, really
went a step too far, and tried to act on the bickering that took place in the
State? | think, the strength of Indian democratic process is really on trial.
We shouid see as to how quickly we are able to resolve that issue, as far
as the State is concerned. I would like the hon, Member, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, 1o seriously consider as to what some of his friends in his party
have been doing and adding to the situation there. | ask, is it fair for
anybody-- considering the voluminous evidence, considering the criminal
investigations, considering the fact that a Cormmission is on-- to make
statements that BJP was behind the Godhra incident? Very irresponsible
statement of this kind was made, and, not merely made, here, in India, it
was reaffirmed outside India. It was made by the leader of the delegation
of your party when they visited the United States. What are you really trying
to indicate?

AN HON. MEMBER: No.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: | am very glad that the Member is saying
‘No'  We all shouid have stood up in one voice. We should have said that
we cannot have two different eyes for looking at those who had perpetuated
the violence in Godhra or subsequent incidents. In effect, we did try these
diversional tactics. By making a statement that it was the BJP which was
behind the Godhra incident, you are not merely defiecfing the allegation, you
are, indirectly, providing a very strong aiibi, at least a political alibi, if not,
the lega! alibi, to those who were responsible for perpetuating that incident
in Godhra, which then triggered off the violence. That viclence, in turn,
created certain upheavals in the State and had consequences which were
very sad for this country. These are all issues on which we have to
consider seriously.

SHRi PRANAB MUKHERJEE: | am sorry to interrupt you once

again.  You are using a very strong language that we are providing a

palitical afib,  We are not providing any poltical aibi. | think, Congress
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President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, was the first person to condemn the Godhra
incident. it has been admitted on the floor of the House repeatedly. |
emphasize the word ‘repeatedly’ we have condemned all sorts of violence,
violences perpetuated in Godhra and also subsequent incidents, because
violence has to be curbed. That is the message of the democracy.
Therefore, we are not trying to provide any political alibéi anywhere.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Madam, | am grateful to the hon. Member, |
am completely in agreement with what he has said. Certainly, the Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, had made a statement on
the very evening of 27" of February itself. | assure him that my reference,
when | said this, was certainly not to her. She had outrightly condemned
the incident on the 27" itself. The whole country had heard her statement.
And we all stand up and condemn that incident, as also the subsequent
incidents. But when | was referring to ‘repeated iresponsible statements'
which were coming, | need not name the person, | am sure my friend from
Gujarat, who is here, knows where my reference is.

SHRI AHMED PATEL (Gujarat): | will explain it when my turn
comes.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: | know that is not the stand of your party. |
have come across the statements. My party had put up a poster on the
eve of elections which in Gujarati said -- it had a particular slogan on it -- it
had nothing to do with any religion -- 'who is ours' ‘'gaono kaun'. Then
came the response from your party or, at least, a section of it "fegstt =
=" and then put the name of the party.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI (NCT of Delhi): Mr. Jaitley, you are
treading on a very sensitive ground. If you start talking of slogans, we have
a lot to go by slogans, beginning right from your Chief Minister down to
everyone...{{nterruptions). ..

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Madam, now we are discussing it. This is a
forum for such type of discussions and this is a forum where we have
discussed it in the past, and | am sure we are going to discuss it in the
future also. But there is certainiy an element of introspection required by all
of us. When we are beng told that we must all work for bringing normalcy
to the State, which with God's grace has now returned to the State, [ think,
these are some areas we have to sericusly consider ourselves. |, in fact,
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came across a statement advising the Prime Minister, from your State Party
President, ‘“Mr. Prime Minister, why are you speaking on cross-border
terrorism? Please cross the border to end terrorism.”™ It is a statement
which is not made off the cuff; it is a statement which is made on national
tetevision before the national media, and we ask ourselves the question :
'Was that a policy of your Party; was your party one at it in suggesting that
'‘please cross the border immediately.'? This is the statement given
immediately after the Akshardham incident. ...(nfermuptions)... Therefore,
when we are speaking in ...(ntermuptions)...

oft A e R (Sev s AW, A o TE WX £, YEE Aoow TE
& % (o).

Suaaf © sy @ &3 STgT ..(smaEn).. | will not allow any
interruptions. ...(Jnterruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Unterruptions)... | am
not going to allow any interruptions. ...{nterruptions)... | have not allowed,
It is not going on record. T T &7 Wy,  Please sit down. You do not
address directly anybody. ...(nterruptions)... It is not going on record. The
thing is, it is a serious discussion and it should be taken in that spirit.
.{nterruptions)... Just one minute. While | am speaking, please keep quiet.
{nterruptions)... Just one minute. When Mr. Pranab Mukherjee was
speaking, nobody interrupted.  So, | would like that everybody should have
a say in the entire House without interruptions.

-
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SHRE ARUN JAITLEY: Madam, ! would be too glad to be
corrected, if any of the three instances that | have illustrated, which | have
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attributed to the State leadership of the Party of my friend and my senior
colleague, Mr. Mukherjee, -- if any of them - is pointed out to be factually
incorrect. Why | am saying so is because these are the statements which
are not only read in the media, but we heard them on television also, and
the possibility of the television visual going wrong is highly unlikely, | say
this, Madam, because for the last 5-6 months, fortunately for us, the
situation in the State has become substantially normal. People who had
suffered in the relief camps - there were lakhs of pecople in the relief camps
- have gone back to their homes; massive rehabilitation work has taken
place, some work is still taking place, and if any shortcomings are pointed
out in the relief work, | am sure thal should be taken in the right spirit. The
relief work shouid be addressed to those areas where it has lagged behind,
Violence has come to an end; political, religious, educational, business,
every kind of activity has begun. | remember when the Lord Jagannaath
Yatra was due, there was a demand ‘let us abandon it this year.’; peopie
kept their fingers crossed, and the Yatra went on peacefully. A number of
processions -- literally in thousands -- were taken out during the Muharram
period last time. At that time, there was still tension in the State, but that
religious activity alsc went on normally without any crisis. | remember when
my Party decided to take out a political programme in terms of a Yatra --
please understand this in the right spirit, and not merely because we are
trying to make some counter paint -- a large hue and cry was raised. And,
the hue and cry was that the situation in the State was still not normal. It
was said, “You cannot have these kinds of programmes because these
kinds of programmes wil further generate tension in the State." Madam,
nine phases of that Yatra have gone on! Ultimately, the Yatra has a series
of political meetings which my Party leaders address there everyday. And
no incident has taken place. In fact, the Prime Minister, after receiving a
letter from the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, advised my Party
in the State to defer it for some more time.

My party deferred it. We again started it. We found another letter
with suggestions: "Please do not have it at all’. We were being advised not
to have it. But, at the same time, at the same point, on the same day, in
the same district, Phagwail, from the same compound from where we were
to start, those who were advising us not to take the Yatra, said that they
wanted to take out their own Yatra on that day. Now, it is a question of
very serious introspection. When you suggest that the stage is not right for
a poiitical activity there, is it that it was only not right for our political party

227



RAJYA SABHA {27 November, 2002)

to have these activities? After all, when the letter says something, the
sanctity of that advise was to be considered. At Phagwail we said, we do
not want confrontation. We deferred it by four days, and said, We would
infform about it through the media; you please start your own. When we
discuss Gujarat, we have 1o very seriously consider whether the acrimony in
the State was created only by one kind of incident or one particular ideology
or by one kind of people? Madam, this morning, | read a very interesting
article. | would suggest that every Member on the Congress benches
should seriously read it. It is a strange kind of perversion which is now
creeping into our politics It was not an advice to my party. It was
published in the indian Express on the Editorial~page, and is written by
someone who is consistently critical of us.  Criticism of the Congress party,
today, is on the same ground. on which, at times, you used to criticise us.
This article is titled: Strong Man Politics. “In Guijarat, Congress invokes
only Patel.” Here the reference 1s to Sardar Patel. At one stage, people
used to say that deologically you claim to possess the legacy of so and so
and the legacies we represented were being criticised. But, today, what is
being said of the strong man of the Indian. politics, one of the tallest leaders
this country has produced: not only Gujarat, but all sections of the House
hold him in high esteem. It says: °| asked the Congress supporters: whom
will you invoke during the campaign? ‘Vallabhbhai Patel’, they replied in
unison.” Then, the author writes in disgust: “Yet, free India's first Home
Minister could somet'mes relapse Nto his old attitude of suspecting Muslim
loyalty. He removed Muskm officials who opted to stay in india; resisted
Nehru's efforts to reserve certam residential areas for Muslims, and opposed
his suggestion of employing Muslims to deal with Muslim refugees.” | am
equally concerned, but this 15 an advice being given by a friend of your
party to your party. “Indian Muslims, to him, were hostages, to be held in
sanctity for the treatment of Hindus in Pakistan."

SHR! JANARDHANA POOCJARY (Karnataka): Madam, | am on a
point of order. Here, a Member is quoting something written by somebody
outside the House. Here, he is trying to put the v-ords of some person
through his mouth. Where is the relevance?

SHR! RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Madam, daily, newspapers
are being quoted.
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SHAI ARUN JAITLEY: It is a well-known paper calied the indian
Express, and the author is ‘Mr. Mushar-ul-Hassan. He is no friend of my
party. He is a critic of my party. This is what he writes. (Interruptions)

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | would be very happy if we never
quote newspaper reports in the House. We should take a decision on it.
Tomorrow, we have a meeting of the Rules Committee. Let us discuss this
point there, Of course, nobody should refer to newspaper reports, but, he
has already read it. Let us take a decision on this.

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH (Assam}: Madam, the real issue is, how
a particular author can be described as a friend 'of the Congress party?

Madam, the real issue is, how can a particular author be described
as a friend of the Congress Party? He is, | think, quoting out of context,
completely In an irrelevant manner, and to unnecessarily excite passions,

SHRI KHAN GHUFRAN ZAHIDI: He is not quoting news; he is
quotng an articie.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Yes, | am quoting an arhcle. There is a
reason why | am guoting it. The reason is this. This is the kind of language
that we are used to be at the receiving end of. But if we don't know where
to stop, today.. (interruptions). ..

i gor avg Mo (Frovea): TR 7 wEsw & 7 (3.
ot vy frg ey (Seowae): OF @ 8 mar &) L (SEeT)...

ft Shar v (@eedll de) ;. awm deet W) WRawElt am w5
(@) .

IR . 3w T AR L (SEE)...

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Madam, | say this because instead of all of
us standing together and looking at instances of viclence which took place,
whether they took place in Godhra, whether they took place subsequent to
Godtira, once we siart a partisan way of locking at those incidents, it would
not do us good. | mentioned in this House earlier, | do recollect, that when
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an incident in Godhra took place, there were several reports which had
come out on the subject by private agencies, to find some reason for
exonerating people who were responsible for it. There should be no reason
why those who perpetuated Godhra should have been exonerated.
Subsequent events .took place. They should not have been exonerated.
But, at the end of the day, when we start defaming and damning a
particular system which exists in the State, the coenseguences will be that
there will be people, at times, even some well-meaning people who would
Qo to this extent. And this advice would be to you, kindly break-off with that
legacy of Sardar Patel because that is a legacy which represents something
which is ideoiogically an untouchabie. That is, what is being suggested...
(nferruptions)...  Madam, let me give an illustratton ... (interruptions)... |
remember, suggestions were even being made that our legal and judicial
system is not fair enough to deal with the situation that exists in the State.
Therefore, suggestions were being made, let us carry the whole issue into
international judicial arenas. That was the lack of confidence which was
expressed by views of this kind into ...(interruptions)...

) e g . AW, et o @ A @ 7 L (sgeur)...

i IEwE WA IR TR @ AT 3 T g A F9d) d ey |
...(eaE). ..

DOR. MANMOHAN  SINGH: Whom  are  you  referring
to?.. {interruptionsy)...

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Certainly not. My reference is certainly not
...(iInterruptions). ..

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Then, you should not make these
charges.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Well, the hon. Leader of the Opposition must
realise...(interruptions)...

) g i Aoy © Aew, T U A e #7

JURRlY &, 9% a Tem & L(smm).. You don't have to
remind me. | know my duty very well,
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SHR! ARUN JAITLEY: | have referred -- Madam, the hon. Leader of
the Opposition would recollect -- { have referred when | said this, to a
suggestion which a large number of private agencies have made
....{interruptions)...

AN e v o P A At & v & S go af W g B
..(TOEEA).

sht 3o ATt © 7ot w& gfEn # 2Ry @fFE | 3w @ @TE B
TYE 79 HRvl .. (RE)...

Suavmlr . & A fived wa SRy (amem)...
oft Sfiav ¥/ o weT A frer weraw &, 9 gt S &

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Madam, hon. Shri Pranab Mukherjee had
started by suggesting that there is now a need to have a concerted effort to
make sure that the elections are free and fair. There was an effort by a
large number of people to have the elections postponed. The elections
have been postponed beyond a period of two months from when they
shouid have been held. But, fortunately, we have the elections being heid
on 12" of next month. One of the issues in the context of Gujarat, which
was net mentioned -- | wish to emphasise that it has to be a uniform
concern of all -- is that Gujarat also has become an agenda State for
international terrorism.  Madam, we may recoliect what the Head of the
State of Pakistan had mentioned in his speech in the United Nations.
Barrng Jammu and Kashmir, the only other Indian State which he had
named in his speech, was Gujarat. And we have had a series of instances.
Some have been prevented. One incident of terrorism which took place,
really shocked the conscience of the whole country, and the whole country
stood up in anxiety, and fortunately, our valiant security forces liguidated the
terrorists at the Akshardham temple, and thus, they were able to rescue a
large number of people. This 15 aiso one important area as far as Gujarat is
concerned, and we are discussing the situation in Gujarat. | am one with
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee when he said that, wherever relief work still remains
to be completed, it must be completed expeditiously. The elections must be
free and fair. At the same time, the entire State, the entire country, and all
people across the political spectrum, must condemn those instances of
terrorism with one voice, which have taken place in the State, and a proper
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mechanism should be evolved to check the recurrence of those instances in
future. There have been a large number of modules which are operating in
and around that State, which have been bursted, and | am sure, even in
that area, our security forces would continue to do their best. Madam, | am
extremely grateful to you for having givery me this opportunity, and | am sure
that the elections, which are going tc be held, will finally be, free and fair,
as democracy is a great leveller, to some of the large number of existing
problems which have cropped up in the State in the last eight months.

DR. ALLAD! P. RAMKKUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Madam, thank you
very much for giving me this opportunity 40 speak on this important subject.
Madam, keeping in view the ensuing elections in Gujparat, is it fair on our
part to have a discussion on Gujarat? Madam, Gujarat has already been
wounded. Let us not spill salt on its wounds. | appeal through you, Madam,
that this House of Elders should send a constructive message to the people
of Gujarat for the coming Assembly elections. Madam, the Telugu Desam
party has always stood for true democracy. In this true democracy, the
Constitution has given a clear-cut message that whenever there is an
election in any State, it should be free and fair, and the citizens should have
a rght to exercise their vote without any fear or favour to elect their
representatives. For this purpose, the Election Commission of India, the
Government of India and the State Government shouid create a healthy
atmosphere to conduct a free and fair election. Madam, today, | appeal to
both the parties--right and left-- not to score points by making any
provocative statements which may hurt the sentiments of the people of
Gujarat. Therefore, it is the duty of all the poittical parties and the State
Governments to respect the spirit of the Constitution, and to uphold the
unity and integrity of this country, The main pillar of democracy is free and
fair election. No political party, no organisation and no individual shouid
indulge in acts which may vitiate the atmosphere for conducting the free
and fair election. Therefore, my submission to the Government of India s
that the targe number of riot victims, who are living in those camps even
now, should be properly rehabilitated and adequate compensation shouid be
given to them on humanitarian grounds, and not as bribery for the coming
elections. In the end, | appeal to all that a congenial atmosphere should be
created in Gujarat so that eiections may take place peacefully and in an
environment of harmony and brotherhood so that we can show to the world
that we are law-abiding pécple, and we continue to believe in the rule of
law and communal harmony. Thank you very much.
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): Madam Deputy Chairman,
at the outset, | concede that this is really a very unprecedented debate,
because | think this is the fourth time that we are debating the issues
arising out of the Gujarat situation, in this august House. We discussed it in
the first phase of the Budget Session; we discussed it in the second phase
of the Budget Session, when we passed a unanimous resoldtion; in the fast
session, Monsoon Session also, we discussed Gujarat, to review the
implementation of the Resolution that we had unanimously passed in this
House, and finally, today, we are having this discussion, | think Shri Pranab,
Mukherjee has given his own explanation as to why some of us had to give
this natice for having this discussion on Gujarat. Now, | have my own
explanation, because the recent developments that have taken place in
Gujarat - | don't want to hark back to the times to which my good friend,
Shri Arun Jaitley, was referring - the recent occurrences, statements, issues
and processes, are not only threatening the process of free and fair polis in
Guijarat, but are alsc posing a very, very sericus threat to the future of
democracy in this country. Now, as Shri Pranab Mukheriee has wvery
elaborately and eloquently explained, the prerogative of hoiding the
elections, and to ensure that it takes place in a free and fair manner, is with
the Election Commission. But | suppose, a part of the House does not
accept that, because Shri Jaitley, when he spoke, was saying that the
elections were taking place two months later than when it should normally
have taken place. | Was, trying to listen to him very carefully. Then, even
after the kind of arguments that Shri Jaitley rmade last time here, in this
House, even after they have been rejected, not only by the Election
Commission, but, subsequently, upheld by the Supreme Court itself, he still
does not accept that verdict that the elections are taking place at a point of
time when-the Election Commission can make the best efforts to ensure
that the elections are free and fair. This is very important, Madam, because
the holding of elections in a free and fair manner depends on the kind of
issues on which the elections will take place. | must thank the Mover of this
motion that he tried to steer clear of any acrimony, and, | hope - of course,
hoping aganst hope - it will remain as such. But | am afraid, it may not
remain so, because, in the context of relief and rehabilitation, which was the
first point, the kind of references that came, of what happened in Kashmir
or what happened during the partition of this country and the resettiemnent
of refugees, is again repackaging of the same kind of action, reaction and
balancing kind of politics -and political discourse which has actually vitiated
the atmosphere already. | have listened to Shri Jaitley very, very carefully.
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He still, subconsciously, feels that it is Godhra which triggered the
subsequent events. You can check the record. Yet, the same issue, the
same approach, the same mindset, is again being clearly displayed on the
fioor of the House. 1t is being clearly, yet again, displayed on the floor of
this House that what ‘happened subsequert to Godhra was a reaction to
Godhra. Now, uniess we come out of Mis mind-set, howsoever seriously
we may try, | think, the process of elections in Gujarat cannot be free and
fair, Now, my friend, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, is there. We have been
sharing the process of cleansing the political life, and particularly, the
election process in this country, o maniputation, ‘from influence of .cash
and muscle power R = on the basis of such iasues that we want the
pecple to vote. This s our biggest saleguard. We o mot organise sham
glections, lke we had m our meighbowring courmtry. Our Election
Commission has made us proud. Pepple in the whale word, even in the
international community, have made statemnents, contrasting what happened
in Jammu and Kashmir with what happened im Pakistan. And, what is our
response to that Election Commission, 1o a certain step that was initiated by
the Election Commissicn? The caretaker Chief Minister of Gujarat has made
a specific reference to the religious denomination of the Election
Commission, He is saying all this because he is a Christian.  Mr. Aron
Jaitiey was taunting us, daring us to refute the statements. He should
understand that as he is watching television, we are also watching
television, and television joumalism has changed the whole character of the
political and electoral process in this countly. So, we have seen the
caretaker Chief Minister of Gujarat making statements which were recorded
in.cameras. He says: "Vole for a Government which is not pro-Pakistan™.
Now, can that kind of political discourse ensure free and fair elections in this
country? | think day before yesterday, the Election Commission had 1o step
out. It was about a certain poster, which on one side of it had the
caretaker Chief Minister's photograph, and, on the other, the face of
Musharraf, as if the fight is between Musharraf and Narendra Modi. So, the
iogical conclusion to which the caretaker Chief Minister wants to lead the
people of Gujarat is that, all those who are opposing Narendra Modi are
equal to Musharraf. And, this is the kind of political approach that goes on.
And it is not a strange thing. Now, as a result of this discourse, what is
happening? The other day, the hon. Home Minister made a Statement that
India can never become a ‘Hindu State® or “Hindu Rashtra“...
(irterruptions)... Whatever it is... (inferruptions)...
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I know your level of ignorance, youwr understanding, on the
nationality question and Statehcod question. | don't go into that.  Your
understanding of Indian Statehood was rejected during the freedom struggle
of the country, at the time when we adopted a secular Constitution. | don't
wanl to go into thal. But what | am saying is that this kind of a process
was unleashed by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. 1 don't know which kind of
Hindus they are representing. | don't find in this country any sensibie Hindu
who thinks that the Vishwa Hindu Parishad is representing him. They say
that the hon. Deputy Prime Minister is a pseudo secularist. The BJP's
official spokesman-he is our new colleague-says, with alacrity, "No, they. did
not say that". The VHP attacks and the BJP clarifies. After that
clarification the VHP apologises. They say, “We are prepared 10 apoiogise”.
{Time beff ..Madam, | may be given two or three minutes. Dr. Rajkumar is
not here. He had spoken for a little time. If you don't mind...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Rajkumar took less than his time.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: | know that. Please just bear with me for
two minutes.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No. The thing is that when we took a
decision in the Business Advisory Committee, to which you were also a’
party, we have to adhere to it.

SHRiI NILOTPAL BASU: in that case, | will sit down.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please do that. We took a decision in
the Business Advisory Committee that we would have a discussion for two
hours. Nobody has stopped you from asking for more time. You have to
adhere to your own decision. | am only reminding you about your
commitment.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, | think we have decided tc have
a discussion for four hours.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No. We did not. | have the paper with
me and it mentions only two hours.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Okay, Madam. | will just wind up.
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Therefore. the question is: Can we allow anybody, as a matter of
principle, in+an election, to drectly appeal to the voters on the basis of
religious denomination? My point is whether it can be aliowed or not.
Every day, 1 am listening to Mr. Jaitley saying that they would speak only
about performance and deveiopment. In Gedhra, the election office of the
BJP has been opened. Who had opened? Some victims of the Godhra
train tragedy. Posters have been put up, Musharraf versus Modi. This is
the kind of propaganda that the VHP is unleashing. Yesterday, the -
International Secretary of the VHP, Shri Pravin Togadia, said that they would
fan out five lakh volunteers all over Gujarat and they would try to defeat all
those candidates who are anti-Hindu. 1 would ke to know whether the
VHP is a political party. What is the attitude of the Government towards the
VHP? The hon. Deputy Prime Minister is not here. But the hon. Minister of
State for Home Affairs is here. Can the language that they are speaking be
aliowed? We are very clear in our opinion that what the VHP is saying are
exactly those things, which may be due to compulsion or the kind of
supervision that the Eiection Commmission 15 doing, which the BJP loves to
say. The VHP is supplementing the BJP campaign. The VHP is exactly
supplementing the BJP campaign and vitiating the atmosphere. 1 think this
House is fully within its right to discuss this issue, because the recent
developments and the statements made in Gujarat actually portend a grave
threat td the future of democracy and secularism, which are the fundamental
parts of our Constitution, in this country. Therefore, in the light of the
unanimous Resolutions that we had passed in the past, we, and the
Government of India, should try to effectively check the type of campaign
that the VHP has unleashec, the vitiation of atmosphere and the attempts at
polarisation of the voters on communal and religious lines so that free and
fair elections can be held in Gujarat.

i yEwe wa . FEEd, TR A o ft e Jqamie g7 AN e
o { o Rafy =1 Frator gon 39 w Bt @t gew % A &g @ wEA ¥ A wer
AR

frodr ) W ? T W @E TR Te 8 gait & 9w ar weRw oo
8, fager €Y, awa s & W sk Ay AFE qﬁamma’nmwmw
IR oW I &, W oaw B wen A w TR N v vl § e g ol e
W wvw oft 7 @ R SR 3F Remw @ ™ drw awie @) |
Trfder g ®Y ) 99 FhidTa ITvvE % g & 9%ar & B asf ) B ew
¢ 871 fdT o anft - g e ot St B o
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HEEA AT 3o B A-AEgpw Aeqa w7 1 &, e wegw we @ € ) uwt
fak qaemT sgRfe 7€ &, oo ey W s & 1 anl w A orfee 7 &,
T oY S qEl B SR, IF AREN B WIET G ety By wE & | Regen
B [HAAT | ST 1 6T &, e TR B RN d mm w1 Rgat @
FET o & Q@ ¥E iy, quE aet Ee @l #Y &7, fFa @ s iR
a7 @ 9 @ &, I Towe ® g0 ¢ IS B MR & eW R amn
E, HHE W O B X R e & 1 Y ' ot ¥ Fow vew &L WY
FYRET & FR e &, IW 99 B R & e endt

5t T aiftm. & e & T aEa € R 59 o ¥ aonhine
¥ w1 aea § B 39 gew @ g w de & e A @ B, 2w e
¥ Fw, wifhdw F s AT & ff iR e ww 79 ow A sowE, w6
gk B AARC diwvwrar o, Rk sfega 76, @ av 3w 9o & fov aga a1
¢ |58 E% ¥ AR A oW o R A arex ), @ iR ox o S
g o FEr @ SRl Pt 1y &, "y v & sav-omR, Age A Y adew
TR W | dre g & Ry o dedt ag o 2 &, oo o & R aw
4 ded gF HY T | A aod gRT WeR @ 7% evNT & Ry A %
, O gEt @ sfFerae &, S 9% & PAWW a9e & an &, 39 e @ wea
A @fE & SEY 9T B dF |

1

?Sl“%i

[Suememe ( »ft Aefege a7 ) dordta g

Suwararer &Y, sl Wed Gee A o B e arl e uv waREw v TR
E, Ay m e W mER T@E @ aw e © B gl av oY depde @i o v
¢ fasg g oRwe & @Ry, o dmfyw o v oed € @ ar g widw s
ROWOTO & & 4 2 av gag gaeH T W 2 & dtw & 7w g JEeEE
A NH &F g g1 Trem | g feg oftee et B T @Y e € 1 T
g T A Fie fyar &, (@ vwete &g mn @ L (e, .
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sravreRy (fl Aidra 5g) - @ e wite ot | @fdg gt R, soe
w1 T &7 W e B a@rEe ane IR d 2

wY0 wrrwe fye gt (SR w2 o, & amge ane A &
SR (s AT 1): 7 @ aE ST & 2

mo wraaee fay mf : 3 a3 Ay oz & B o afe wEl aew
v awr ¥ gean W Al o am ast 98 A1 oy IR 3 dfs ey wEe
FTAR-AW A A TR € |

guwne (ff Adaa a3): 3 O =6 oxd o sew deh Sh Y R
forar at & oo, o sl ft agi =@ s a@F A | gE S TEYW am vE A, TE
Ay o & 7 2, 7E QW A of wo gor 2, & e o we w2,
Fafie X T A gav @r¢ wiEge e WeY awen @l & | g arfere wfew SR
.(eraar)... T wa @ & e WO ¥ IR T @ o (e,
T g AE Y | ().

mo ey fie i - a5 gl wfem & B aw w9 @R are sEw A8
C &7 (o).

gumrey (off Ahwa 1) = 97 FTAE W S TE FEE SeERe
#fEm ¥ A o 9F W AR g B fewoht A & | L (aaem)...

ft Ay weTw fiEd (Tow W) - AT Haw duvEE wEw X wRm e &
¥ 5 it @1 W A forn Som, w99 wiew & fiepe At fAuda wlem 2w
& 7 s A e @ 7

Iuwnen (A Hidiera #) 4 @12 S A 2w € F wige s
FIIEE |- (@),

g e fhed (G wRw): smud wfert ) & 3 wrgeE S o
w4 (SEE)..

TOHNRAY | OF B 9 o i e & ) L (e,
. IweEw f5E #mt  geae, W B s B |9 Aeex = saer

Sga frar o woem &7 . (amaa).
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FJrme (s Do /Y o 3 IoRer wa, ey TR age
I FET B ().

ot o waR (fer): AR, ure Tt o g . IEd A aa wfam
e | W @ B " wet @ @ F G W W o dnw ol L (ear).. g
e # a8 & @R we ¥ AR ¥ R ¥ W am wrf (s,

Igeomert (o feiad |\ Feg A, g SR L (EEs). .

A ez 9g " (..

Srnmet (o) fidre @) g W, mﬁ-a
WEY ) TE FEE B IE B agimfs‘rvﬂt ST B

wmmmﬁgmﬁmﬁmmawmam&im
.. (T ..

i)
i

s wfee R} ;. free agw Iavds W, ¥ fia g aRee #t am &e
T § R TR A oA e o9 Y At At ot &t e B B IR e e
v R & @ Srd ot A o g S st 1 T @mEw awd §
...{cam)...

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: | have a point of order. We have all heard
the language which the hon. Member, Shri Laloo Prasad Yadav, has used.
| don't want to repeat it. The Chair may kindly consider expunging these
remarks.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR! NILOTPAL BASU): | will go through
the proceedings and if there is any unparliamemtary language. of course,
that will be removed.. {rerruptions)... Mr. Singhal, you cannot stand up and
shout Jike this. You please sit down.. {nterruptions)... Please, akow the
discussion to go on...{nferruptions)...

it ydg wen fied : sowmae Sf, 78 @ EARY weEE R T 5 IE
f Y o I GEE TR FRITT ¥ FE 4, Iq T B AY FoHd @ T
A zaEEr)..

Fxpusxjed as ordered by the Cha
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e (ot fiew a) © I ART (). SO T B A
TN WA B T E | 9 dav ¥ AN A Yvaete ) oY ar € . (arer). .

sft wrA=g e e - A Rk s RARS B T § L (SET)..

Iy () AAters wg): a8, S T Aen? "o SR oY I
%, 7F amg O wwa £ 7

aft wedrg oaver Fwd - qEE T g, aE A @ IE § (SR,

Sywaremw (sft Aeimge W) et AW W &, 9% 9T 999 F sEv 98
drer v ¥ | aw go #fifay, omad Sarmr zwi &, aads HITor awi €, 3w SR
o AT, am AR A 4 e v £ L (e o ao Y @e e | 9
TGN P FAX ABA A T A ().

oft yRAg wE faEd : AT B s W TR &t & (S,

Sy (oft Heieud @) O @ £ s L (). ART, wwew win
My (auF).. T FET | B T @ 5T €t & | oW guaw 7 wEw
..(omEE)... W oft, g oft S = &, s oft gu <R (s

oY, I aum fhw Tt - 4 3y R A a-arse @ § (3.
(TEvETd §TAY GeY WEANHT &Y )

of) wfte Rl | Susnrame Aete, v e aE o B aor T A o
e &, A Feeh S A wE & o wred § oo ) o aeew @
Tewd & AP T UE FWeH @ @ aua & 5 e ave $ dwaew i g
ufteg gef g ¥4 & frw oXe & o9 awl o o7 @ &, v arEr Foam v S
A e we H-gaee il g e @t aw o @ 99 o dife B Pt qeie
F 7 3t g B &, o i & FY W age TweY vw N ey ) mw e
St & | I I wfdeaE B avwn 74 e, gna s 99 Ry A avw
g 2 Y ged @ Swaer & ) 38 ote & Aete #§ uw $F o are e e
9 e ¥ AT ® PH BT & g, GE B Y g # wrfde o ¥ 2, 9w
WrE B SR e o @ S o ver #

#Ergy, # o aE T g § fr oo e A @ e & o

g & € @) ¢ & 5% BRI FEa Hed @) A2 el | aR wm o 2w

? yEware @ dGA Ted &, SR BW §9 AW N yRiwmarg @ Wl &A1 A 2
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TR ER IR &1 AW &3 969 &, T BH T Ve $ AN &, 56 WE
TG BT, §F TRC B HWIER ® WRAT BT BON | 3FR 6H [oRT & 36
WAEN O B A B 79 TN, SAS FAT o IR gET e, R
g BT | T 39 ovT o I TR Gy @ g T Fad &

WE W
T 4
29 B

HEred, 9 AOw ¥E Eor & 5 swdw an & fF onnT A gwd e uE
et enfaer T & 1 A a2 swee } wow aed § e e od f 3w ord aga
wareT e T & | srdrae @ ae @ f Termm % dive Rgae s w8 Rigae
B FeTE o ¥ ¥ ) diee Pgae B dex ¥ o e @ asl W O @ #
.. ().

Suwaremt (s feirege a9) | Rl @s, oo gon =39 Sy | e Taw
B TZ T PP §reld ATET .

sf) wnfe fnflas) : Sowmess ARy, aw AY oI &t e & i -

gaa R avs @ arer & wemar & g |
oF At % 9w A o & & gEaT,
g ol & we ¥ Premr & oy

wEYed, TN O @ S @RE ¥ g € | wive fégae & WRY qoww A
frramarwtt & et wrer W wEar & i R R @ @ & @ o ¥ @
wEw argr mar &, fasg fag oRwg ot orew &t <@t & an & @ A S wew & g
SEA SN SMOHT TS € AT AUH! ASH! & FO, IFA! & FOR FGAT BN | AT
Hre Rygaw ¥ TR gt w 9w @ 9d @ wwd € )

i AGieT, W ware o € & @te H9 a8 85 7 sreareaTs g o a8 &
& R A & Raeres FIR 2, R @l & &) & e & By oy S Rem
formm &, g ¥ BJP & oM &, 9% @ &9 & A €, 30 891 aare ® fwe
R mar & ) g6t & smA arev & wigH € 6 e 9T SeeR I WY @ e
o, R S9al) sftwat &1 YU ey o, oA 3w e fRw i & N @ some
Ty B AU de= § T & ) BN U S oWE & A & e & R feeme

FIR & o= formr gma & sarr mar € |
FuwaTeRE (31t Noerd a¥): 3w 1 e & sy weT #far )

# vt Riflell : o A ot R Y TR Fw B @ wow o
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sft v yee ;. At faemgem ?

sit ity el | dgaRst o g | & s aew € 5 98 w
e el it & T wigw e @, a fodoRo wepw @R v T
A Y vy & A% Jew £ @ Qroa o o & aw Y W o aEe R o
@ R @ A g aw ¥ o= @Y aew Braren @, 99 owa @7 o e e
T | gty dvaw 9% B % eW 3 = & oo, g e F s
@2 v o 95 T wRew 2, o% W o Sl Sft oft svew & o awl & W
dreY & #HieT ¢ fip 9F s die o udh ) a9 aEl |9 de7 fear o R
fF 37 forg A sTEEn e B S

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | am thankful to you for the
opportunity you have given to me. Roughly two weeks from now, the
people of Guiarat will be electing a new Government, a Government they
want and a Government they cdeserve, and, hopefully, that will bring to an
end the host of controversies that have arisen in the past ten to eleven
months. it is very essential that eiections are held in a peaceful and
conducive manner so that they will be free and fair.

The hon. Member, Shri Pranab Mukhernee, raised the issue of the
relief work and pointed out certain inadequacies. Shri Arun Jaitleyji
meantioned that a ot had been done alrgady. | submit that a lot might have
been done, but, still, probably, a lot more needs tc. be done. The relief
work should continue, irespective of the election process. The hon.
Member, Shri Nilotpal Basu, mentioned about the VHP, the statements
made by various people, and so on. In the first place, after the
announcement of the elections in Gujarat, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad could
have avoided the organisation of the Vjay Yatra. Instead, they went ahead.
Worse; when the Yatra was banned, the senior VHP leaders mounted a
verbal onslaught on the Election Commission, which wag in bad taste. |If
the Election Government had received Intelligence information from the State
Heme Ministry, fearing a break-down of law and order and fresh communal
riots, if the Yatra took place, then the Election Commissioner was right in
his decision to ban the Yatra. But the qQuestion arises: Could he not have
requested the Central Government or the State Government, to take
appropriate action, instead of directly, himseif, giving the ban order? Was it
within his constitutional powers to do so? That is another important
question that needs to be addressed. Ultimately, it was the statement of
the hon. Prime Minister and the hon. Deputy Prime Minister that eventually
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gave the strength to the administrative machinery of Gujarat to act with
alacrity and to effectively enforce the ban. Most of all, the much-maligned
Government administrative machinery  has shown its capability and
effectiveness in no unciear terms.

Qur party wants peace. Our parly wants peacefut co-existence of
ali religions. Our parly believes that violence and riots are a blot on Indian
democragy. Our party wants elections in Guijarat to be free and far. And
our parly wants normmaicy to pe restored in Gujarat, at the earliest.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):  Shri Mukhtar
Abbas Nagvi. He is not present. Shri S. Viduthalai Virumbi.,

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMB! (Tamil Nadu): Sir, Mr. Naqvi has
come.

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): All right.  Mr.
Nagvi, | suppose, this is your maiden speech. | will again repeat the
observation made by Madam Deputy Chairperson about maiden speeches.
Your maiden speech’, in the right sense of parliamentary language, is
reserved for another occasion. Here, piease stick to the time.

oft gEuY FATE W) (ST URY) | SUWHRSE WEISd, oI Y o
F g ov wEl 8 @ &) wow of ¥ sodt gee @ &) amrEiRe £ Ak
e At A Pfde dy @ Bl B Renfia T F T e weee 3 aeh
He gt &1 g% W ORI A §AT 61, 9% AfaE ¥ gan 8, 9w #¥e A gan o,
a1 Edl A gan B, 9 T Use SIUH W oK § T 7 Ve o oW gar #)

e dt W ST AE @Al A 2, 9 I Al @ g oY qHeme & wa A
s STaM Wi FREwa F R R R A N S e &, 3
Wt B Iod &) I e & oo St | Y £, g S e W awi o
o gd & 3 W Ry A o @ 2 K Piaa R @ 39 o @ qegE wwan €
fr o & o o A gon, ow gEw e f) pam SR R i Rt uigw
fifres % =61 % ar gae @ A, e f N Wt ¥ oy w ega w #
e 77 wE B B @ £ P o T A v v aelt £ oY 2w a Rw wdt
& ga ¥ g@ B &, AT ywarw B aw ¥y ow Afwrn & grar &, ow
AW & Rofm 3 qovm & €9 8 &, 9@ shre & o & qenng & 27 2 &,
o wE & Roiwm & BEdt & € o €, o0 Fe & Rofm & s rdw 8 &
e &, a7 ot B & R e A geor & o swey wrd gw e
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- g #, T AW onft 1 A o g
6l &)Y wEar &, T 7E 8 awar &, AfeT yeEw F
¥ o gfema @ & s Iwd wiw oy & AR o &
,aE A e B ge @ v oY o At ToARRT A ga g€
# geqrt & 9 5 gor ¥ oo T R w T

SuereTe (off fdted a) - g T Wed & smow aon § fE st
T & ol BN ¥ A 27 Bre @ TiEm w1 e W o et & frae ) swew
Feel B it gaFaw ae B @ &9 swew e fre @ 27 e @t g% 2
So, you are basically speaking on borrowed time. 3R zwd gt Ha%k It
wifar & AW @ ¥ g faar gon 2

N GEOT AW TR W, A BH J B TG
ot afera w Agen (o) W, & A agm

Iy (3t Aot 79) © S 2 A A o 3 I Trgw A A
= &1 .. (oTaaE)... Sud e &) Saen 8 T

3t qear A T4 - Iweiafa s, du & vd @ o of goar
& T HOW & [F §E A9 ARE A gy ¥ odiT o @ e e
# 5 ament qoria & M @ I o7 MR ¢f gHar A @R 9 A o B IR
w1 R gg R B FgF T & w9 ufrw & ol waw geRe o B
Fiaeaned & T §, 9T €, ¥ g OA.E. # doev SEd £ 5 qonnt o e
foerg AEEaT S T T .. ().

o o ¥EY PR (SRR o) - wE b

oft qEIR ATy Al ﬂﬁmmshmmhfmaﬂvmzmas
=t & Rw ww Rt ot @ g T & o9 Rgwmm & doow & e & A A
w¢ 5 39 B9 ¥ g sndoarg ol Ol @ U veT & w9 d § eaEmw
SRV &

HY o & 5 39 29 3, T AW @ IO E, 56 AW @ qCEEAD
wfRdsar & far wwar &, wife 3 feae awar & o 3w 3w @ FHPtE wwe

fih gafey wwavw & % o9 29 o agvew fomg &1 R o & g wifrdear
W fasgra @ven &, 39 W BT AN IARYerT 9v s wyar

SueareR (31 Aoleae 7)) - A wew A aw S

st yEaw amare W} - TR, Let me complete. IR IF T ®EY A TR

A e =@ erft fr #w ot o odfrdee @ ggo 7 TeeEr T ¥

IHR A T SR A FET Age X & @Y Ao @ g osar & @ 99 TSy
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i Y WY F IR Aw B g gz ¥ oy o A wew & e T
weT T ¥ fav goen wge & A wRvacw ¥ a5l Y B g o ¥ oW
yR.TETd. s i v ol o1 @i wtdw ¥ gen wian & o 98 9w aqer
qHPRge B wwn &1 ot oE @ X e & & 7r Sivafie 8§ o d | EEEa,
g3 e & 5 amor o S Ay &, oAt o wtufiwar & AW W e
AT H AL, T B A CFE T R A, PRmr A e A w d
o qerRet iR T FAHiges sw ot (K grgrmaEa § & ...

Iywnmeme (of Fere 1) ¢ oft w B ik wE T ot @ A
I R AW 7 o O IowT uEen A&

it TEIR SaTw Td | T AW TE, ol fr T J A e, e
R A A A g mE, A IT T A Aws wwar g B qonTa ¥ 9P e B Ew
st Rt ¥ Rpd suom @ e s £ I Piffsg v 3 4 97
A B o FE FEW S S A o B oY v &, 9 95 [oRa ¥ ST W
B AR A Y IRRET ¥ e @ B, I wieadla ot @, PrER &
afF A IR 1F deew ART B ¥ TWF J, 17 tvrim Rgwrh B F o @
T AW AT w5 seifRer A dawT [oRm B el o eRw N wify T
ST WEN | S IE AEgE oo @ty B e § goea. ¥ s fer
#F ToRE A Wiy 7 a1 "@edt | 3R 3w megw o wifey & figan
srimard) wEr v Ten @ g & By aieare @ wfon #E ¥ o ®
aify Tt o Fwht | ¥ Ty WEYR O gty Ry oy § wify 9 ¥ e o
. (2rau)..

aft AT eE O Al | TR, R b (SEeT). .

srmay (off NewT ) - S I & ey 1 s A s @t
TATAT R AT § b (ST,

s AN¥geeme @ IH - AT fAfter 4 gE owe & S B
... (@ZEar). .

TYEATEW - i g &9 SrEy | ol off, 3 ama @eq #ifae

oft e I A g9 % B 8 9g IS & 9 #u

IUHTEART | 37 WK DAY | IHT §HY A B YT & |

AN JEAR I THA) . TER FAR JNAT B T AT AN B g B
e il

SHRI 3. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the debate
that is taking place here now is an unprecedented cone; in the sense, we are
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discussing about a State in which elections have already been notified. Sir,
the gory happenings in Godhra and past-Godhra incidents are considered
as a national shame by the DMK When Gandhij whs muerlered, the Periyar,
the father of the Dravidian Nation said, "This courtry should be named as
the Gandhi Nadu,” just iike we have Tamil Nadu.

We believe in secularism. We are second to none in condemning
the viclence. At the same time, people might have been satisfied with the
reply given by the hon. Deputy Prame Minister in the other House. Al
doubts, raised in several guarters in this country, have been put to rest
when the reply was given in the other House.

As far as the relief work s concarned, | tell you, once a project is
announced and the money aliocated, the code of conduct on the eve of
elections can't be debarred; it can cortinue and it should continue. Sir, alt
right-thinking people, and leaders, have condemned the violence that took
place in Godhra. Our leader, Dr. Kalaignar Karunaniihij, has condemned the
incidents, both Godhra and post-Godhra.

Sir, now, what is required is free and fair elections. What is
essential for that is secularism. Violence and religious fundamentalism are
posing a challenge to the collective well-being. The pecple of the nation
have addressed that issue unitedly.

Sir, the Election Commission also, sometimes, goes beyond its
jurisdiction. The Election Commission should not take the place of the
Executive. When such things happen, when some wrong decisions have
been taken by the Election Commission, it confuses the people. Some six
months before, they had adopted a different attitude, and the matter was
referred to the Court of law and members of Parlament and Legislature of
our political party had to go on fast.

Therefare, the Election Commission should also try to see that it
plays its role within the rules and regulations which are prevailing in our
country, Sir, it is an irony that the riols have taken place in a State in
which Gandhi was born.  Sir, 150 towns and 993 villages have been
affected. What is needed in those areas is a healing touch. Cutting across
party lines, --almost all the parties-- we stand for the unity and integrity of
this country. The basic fabric of the unity and integrity of this country is
secularism. if there is any attack on secularism, it i3 an attack on the Indian
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democracy, unity and integrity of this country. Therefore, we have to keep
this in mind. Whatever has happened in Gujarat has happened. Elections
are going 1o take place there. Let us take a pledge that we will forget what
has happened. We should forgive and forget. We should createé a
conducive atmosphere to ensure that free and fair elections are conducted.
There is still one impediment which is coming n its way and that s the
panic producers. We must have an eye of those people, those panic
producers. We must guard this nation; guard this country against the
communal mobilisation and religious intolerance. Sir, owr Constitution has
proviged rights to all the people. We have to protect these rights. As far
as secularism is concemed, we shouid consider our Constitution as a
sacred one. Sir, at the end, what | want to say is that the sentiments
expressed by the hon. Home Minister in the other House should percolate
to the State in which the elections are going to take place within a fortnight
or s0. We should open a new chapter by forgetting what has happened.
We should stand as one man to fight against the religious- fundamentalism
and safeguard secularism, democracy, unity and integrity of this country.
With these words, | conclude. Thank you.

ot AT WS | SURHTET FEIEY, WY w9 & |
Sy (M fiaa ag) caga @t et )

off e W ;- oda o &, & S € R Refy aga i & 1 v
A oY g9 wat ax @ & frw ov watem dwe 4, 5w w9 § off, amw, Qw-
GieE &, g2l & TN & N A, TR F WEER ¥ aR ¥ HTH PO BT T
& afFT Rech & o W & I Mok ot oaw ¥ &, W W B gww
G d A saw H, W e AR AR mFw A e A Tat I gy £
AEEE, owE ¥4 wie & Rt s A v o & 1 o e ¥ g
AT A oft o R B Tw Rar & % v 7o e, 3w Tger wan ¢,
Gemefae Wt arfiE & 9T gE gy & (W sreur Seelt oft % e R
i & a7 ey s R A gEw "eert # 1 o wwew &) WeER
RA A gAN F IR O &7 g9 gran 5 59 smedt o wwn et swfr &
TY, @ gEE TF & e i AYvw A @ qaei, TR SR g & SRR
Ted ¥ wU A ¥ A7 7 &g & ARt & s &= aen) ey, o o
o T 21 a7 Rego qalter ¢ faafd deg sk b9 wRar 1 ik ==t 3 &9
oRar & s aiism @ & 3 @ o A e €, o 7 ong &, g9 we ufaw
T TS 9H FEEE &) 99 oRaw @ ¥ wE o sngfearsh &, 9 faaw & st
A oY v ot omw AW A EHE IFT A e & ot G Ry A SR
I TR TN S &1 78T, e 9 sREw €, o apfeaarsh &,
S framaRT &, ...(0awE)... 57 @Y ot & g v € sremr e aR & A

251



RAJYA SABHA [27 November, 2002]

frar & @ T &, e of far &) weieg, T o R A aow ¥ F A
5T § % 59 g &1 a8 3 9t R o w9 yee gepita uer i &) o
e HAE oR] &3, TR 3w & S R wrgmfifier £, sreanft ot sw A @
¥ o $Et oftT I F M WX T TR, Q¥ SIR N IRmawer g T 5 sree
¥ A o ¥ W B e e ¥ mﬂﬁ?'&isﬁsm#.mﬁaﬂﬁw

T ARmEfF ol slerdt, e e X Y Ao Epen
=HE ¥ v & R 99T W o ' A o puet mat 8 aeies,
o T 6 Rwar @1 aed sime O 7, 9w Re WA ¥ S A W

s &t o ¥, Ty wﬁﬂémmgﬁm# AexT R & e
8 1 39 R A et ax o) o aw A SN IR & e R feg-aiew
Rr-dumd, 2y wwd, Preds e =il o g3 HEYEE. R g9 W @ [on A

gt ARwE ¥ an # s & wrﬁ?ﬁvrgé wwgmmﬁé%mﬁﬂﬁ
=R f v R Tt wWoR 3 e B sew AP el TS A,
sy 7E AmTen S s o IReT fFE avE & Ame B @or oY R ) Agred ot
W gy fgex oY Arrech St A v B Aot oW 9rey @ @ T ¥ W
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SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADAN! (Kerala): Sir, the most
important matter which has to be discussed before this august House is
how to conduct Gujarat election in a free and fair manner. For that, the
most important and urgent thing is to control the communal forces which
continue to make provocations. These provocations are continuing even
today. | will not repeat the points already made here, nor will | give any
quotations.  What | want to say is that f the Government is not ready to
control these dangerous communal elements, who try to divide the society;
if the Government is not able to punish the guilty, then, how can there be
free and fair elections? The Head of the Election Commission was criticised,
naming his rekgion.  Abusive language was used against the Head of the
Election Commission. The basic tolerant ethos of our society are being
challenged in a very unfortunate manner. Not only that, pecple of some
sections have expressed a sense of pride for their victory in Gujarat. What
victory are they talking about? Can acts against humanity, acts of national
shame, like rape, loct and kilings be called matters of wictory? What 15 it
that can be cailed as wvictory? The poor children were burnt, innocent
sisters were put to all kinds of harassment and atrocities, and houses were
plundered. Can they call such things as victory? So many statements have
appeared in the newspapers. Shri Arun Jaitiey was referring to statements
which created provocations. | want 10 know his response and opirion on
these statements. Who made this statement, 'we are five and twenty-five
for ourselves?’ It is nothing but blindly insulting & particular community.  In
the name of Gujarat, some peopte recently made
statements...(nterruptions). ..

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) : Please, be quiet.
- {interruptions). ..

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI . that some amendments
or changes should be made in the Quran. Sir. the Quran is considered a
divine book. It is good that the mindrity community.. {rterruptions)...

Suwremy (off fidoe &1):  dor R, sw WAfr e € ol
F B A IEY ST ol Hfan
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SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI: Some newspapers carried
this item. | don't want to name that person. If the House wants to know
his name, | can give it. It has come in the newspapers that some verses of
the Quran should be changed. These kind of things are happening. It is
very good that the minority community took a matured stand and did not
react to it. it did not respond even. It is better 1o ignore such statements.
But, Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Deputy Prime Minister, what will
be the condition of our country, if it goes on fike this. The Quran is a
religious book. It is considered as a guide to humanity. [n the Quran there
i3 a verse, ‘We have granted honour and respect to mankind.” Do these
people want to amend such verses? And there is a statement in the Quran
which says.' if a man kills any innocent person, it is as if he has killed the
entire humanity." "Ka Annahu Qatalannasa Jamian® If a person attacks an
innocent person .and kills him, it is considered a crime against the entire
humanity. Statements are made aganst such books of wisdom, of guidance,
of religion and af fundamental faith, which are respected by crores and
crores of believers, all over the world.  So, | request the Deputy Prime
Mirister and this Government to please take some action and check these
kind of provocative statements. And if they are allowed to continue, it wil
be wvery dangerous. Sir, there should be some legal restrairt on the erring
newspapers. N Guiarat, some newspapers do carry same provocative news
items. It is true that the entire Press, or, the media tock a correct stand
when those incidents took place in Gujarat. They had come forward to
protect our secular credentials. We ail appreciate this, but, there are certain
newspapers which did wvitiate the atmosphere by publishing provocative
news items. As a result, so many incidents took place. Even recently,
such an incident has taken place in Gujarat. Then, Sir, the name of Sardar
Vallabhbhas Patel has been mentioned quite often. So, | would like to quote
the statement which be-had made on the 25" of May, 1949, He had sad, "
So. it is for us. who happen to be in a majority, to think about what the
minorities feel, and how we, In ther position, would feel, if we were treated
in the manner in which they are treated.” This statement was made by
Sardar Vallabhbhar Patel ;1 1949. Therefore, there is an urgent need for
making relgion and poltics 1 proportion to our cosmic principles and as
per cur philanthropic purposes.  Sir, it is correct that communahsts do not
foflow any religion.  Communalists are the enemies of all religions. Though
they may be clarming that they are related with this religion or that religion,
but, in reaity, communabsts follow no religion. They are against all the
rehigions.  They do not respect even their own religon, what to speak of
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respecting others’ religion. Therefore, the Government should come forward
to ban these racial, religious and cultural groups which try to divide our
nation. Then only the Government will have the right to rule. It is very
important because violence created by any section of the society has to be
condemned.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Mr. Samadani,
pleage wind up.

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI: Sir, | am concluding.

Sir, the State of Gujarat is in a very bad state of affairs. Growth in
both agriculture and industrial sectors is declining. No fresh investments are
being made. There is a frightening deterioration in fiscal balanee:.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Mr. Samadani, all
these issues will be considered by the people of Gujarat.

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI: No, Sir, | am only pointing
out that it is the primary duty of the State Government to ook into ihese
things.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR! NILOTPAL BASU): Mr. Samadani, we
are not discussing the State of Gujarat, be sure about it. We are not
discussing the issues which are exclusively the prerogative of te State
Government. We are discussing Gujarat, because constitutional provisions
are involved, So, you please wind up.

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI; Sir, | am concluding. In the
State of Gujaral, communal tension is prevaiing. It becomes the duty of the
Government to come forward and control the forces which are trying to
divide our social fabric or secular set up. In the modern democratic age, it
is our yugadharam to act as per the credentials of our Constitution. 1t is
the fundamental dufy not only of the Government, but also of every political
party to ensure this.

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in, the Chair}

Madam, if these kinds of provocative statements continue, it will be
dangerous not only for the country now, but also for the posterity. | would
like to draw the attention of the hon. Deputy Prime Minister to the point
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that, some time ago, on the bridge of Sabarmati river, some people had put
up & board displaying “welcome to Hindu Rashtra®. Those people have not
been brought to justice. Madam, they don't have the fear of being brought
to justice. Unless the message goes that the guilty will be - punished, our
social fabric can never be brought to balance. Therefore, | request the hon,
DOeputy Prime Minister and the Government to take strong action against
these elements so that free and fair elections are ensured. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See, we are discussing the situation
ansing out of the recent developments in Gujarat, | never thought that we
will be discussing the election process. | am surprised to see that we have
come back to elections. Such speeches should be made in that particular
State, and not in the Council of States. We are not discussing the Chief
Election Commissioner who is not present in this House to reply. So, it is
better that we do not mention all these things. Whatever you want to say
about Gujarat, you may mention here within the Rules. But we are not
discussing the efections of Gujarat because, | see there is no mention of it
in the subject matter of the Short Duration Discussion which is raised by
Shri Pranab Mukherjee. It is a discussion on the situation. arising out of the
recent developments in Gujarat. The recent development is not ‘election’.
He has also said election is a regular process. It is not a recent
development. Maybe, the recent development is that we are celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of the Democracy today. We had the photographs also.
So, it is a 50 year old process. H is not a recent thing. | think, let us get
out of the elections, and get into Guijarat.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We have not yet taken a decision to sit
beyornd 6 ' clock. We have to adjourn the House at some point of time.
Sc, now, we have to take a decision.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: M™Madam, today, we have to sit
beyond 5 -O' clock, because we have to complete the discussion.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAM: hlow, the Home ‘Minister has to reply.
Please, be brief.

SHRI MANGQG.) BHATTACHARYA [West Bengall: Ewen though, |
submit before you wery humbly that many Members henve spoken on
borrowed time and | am sure, that provision is not applicable for me. |
must, at the outset, thark Shri Pranab Mukherjee for raising this issue of the
developments in Gujarat in recent times, particularly, in reiation to the
communal divide that has aiready taken place in Gujarat. The social fabric of
Gujarat has been very badly demolished over a period of time, and the
elections have been announced, and are going to be held within a ?ortnight,
that is, on 12" December, 2002. Madam, | have also noted that it is quite
unprecedented that we are discussing almost the same issue - the issue of
Guyarat, or the issues arising out of Gujarat - for the fifth consecutive time.
One of my hon'ble colleagues was quite optimistic in saying that, finally, we
are discussing Gujarat. | wish him ‘all the best’ that, in future, in the days to
come, we would not pe required to discuss Gujarat again, But, Madam, |
have every apprehension - and | must express the apprehension over here -
that this has necessitatedt so many discussions in this House, because the
feelings of this House, even the unanimous opinion of this House, the
feelings of the hon.ble Members, were not acted upon with enough of
alacrity by both the Central Government and the State Government of
Gujarat, and that is why it has necessitated repeated discussions. And, |
subscribe to the view of Shri Pranab Mukherjee. Even Mahamahim
Rashtrapati, when he, immediately after being elected as the President of
this country, visited Gujarat, he did so, for two reasons. He wanted to draw
inspiration from the Sabarmati Ashram, the ashram of Mahatma Gandhi, the
'‘Rashtrapita’ of this country; And also to see for himself the plight of the
victims of the riots, the blood-bath, the State-sponsored genocide, the fate
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of those who were victimized, who were staying in different camps. He
visited Naroda Patia with all the restrictions imposed - to see the relief
measures being taken.

And, Madam, even now, | am convinced with the reports that are
pouring in, the relief and rehabilitation operations are not underway, as it
should have been. So, | accuse the State Government, the acting Chief
Minister of Gujarat that they have not been careful, at least, to rehabilitate
those people. Madam, after committing some sin, if a person repents for
that, 1 can understand that he is repentant. He has committed a sin or a
sin has been committed by somebody else and he has not taken corrective
measures in right time and in the right earnest. But, unfortunately, those
have not been taken to effect necessary corrections in the social fabric.
The social psyche in Gujarat is altogether different now, anad the people are
trying to take undue advantage of those. | am against all sorts of
communalism whether it is covert or overt. But, | am sorry that the
responsible people in the Stale Government accuse and abuse the
Constitutionai Body, the Election Commissioner mentioning his religion. |
am grateful 10 the Election Cemmissioner that he has rightly said, * There

are some menials who may not know the meaning of atheism. | am an
atheist. | don't have any religion. | do not go to Church t0 meet
somebody. | do not go to a temple or a masjd.” But, unfortunately,

people did not take lessons and they are continuing with this hatred
campaign in Gujarat, and, that is why, this social fabric in Gujarat is still in a
dilapidated cendition.  And, if this situation continues, we shall never see
Gujarat as it was some 10 years ago. Evidently, there is an attempt to
convert or subvert, | shall not say convert, but to subvert the Gujarat
Assembly elections as a test for BJP's aggressive communal agenda. It may
decide whether the party will replicate the same, | repeat, whether the party
will replicate the same in the rest of the country, once it succeeds in the
State of Gujarat. After the BJP was defeated in all the States, because of its
economic and social policies, and its failure in ali respects, the Gujarat riots
took place. | have an apprehension; | have a hunch. Those are not being
cleared. We have all expressed our heart-felt condolences over the Godhra
episode. We have condemned the Godhra episode, and equally, we have
condemned the episodes, which have followed it in Gujaral. But, today, |
am not clear to myself when | saw the forensic report, which says
something else, and the official version of the forensic report does not tally
with it. These are not similar. Confusion is persisting. However, | am not
gaing to comment on those because the time at my disposal is short. But,
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J would like to point out that different segments of the Sangh Parivar are in
collusion with the Bhartiya Janata Party, are in coliusion with the ruling
party. If we oppose them, we are termed as pseudo, and even the hon.
Deputy Prime Minister of this country has been termed as pseudo-secularist
by the leaders of VHP. And, Madam, this unfazed Vishwa Hindu Parishad
declared elections as Dharma Yudh. And, the leader of the VHP, national
and international, says, “12" December is my birthday and give me some
present so that | can wipe out the Muslims from Gujarat and | can wipe out
Pakistan from the world map®. If this is the propaganda, if this is the
campaign for elections, | am sorry, there cannot be any free and fair
elections, | do not know how they would ensure it, | do not know how Mr,
James Michael Lyngdoh would ensure it. But, unless there is a stricture
from the high command of BJP, unless the Bhartiya Janata Party gathers
enough courage to say that they stand for secularism and secularism means
no allegiance to this or that religion, only then they can ensure free and fair
elections. So, Madam, through you, | appeal -- | do not know whether my
appeal would be heard or not -- to the Government that they must ensure
free and fair elections. | appeal to the Government that they must sit on
fhe shoulders of the leaders of their constituents, the VHP and the Sangh
Parivar, to ensure that they do not use il as a Dharma Yuoh or as a
platform to foment communalism and fundamentalism, and to destroy the
secular fabric of this nation. | must also express my apprehension that,
perhaps, there is an attempt to keep this issue alive. This issue has to be
kept alive so that people's attention can be diverted from the failures of the
Government. They want to keep this issue alive so that it can be used as
and when required. | must warn that if this attempt is perpetuated like this,
we shall be simply passengers to destiny. We will not exist in this civilised
world.  With these words, | conclude. Thank you.

Y. 3reret e (o) | saerafty wErEa, A wiw o @t R @ oR

o ¥ AR R I Rew wew F owwe W wed § | fee ar W &
ﬁw%mwmgﬁﬂmmmﬁmé? | FEwht Amafry &
I T, HU A B GAER ¢ AT e IR I9F I gy Anaiie
TR A AN AT AU FA TG 7 R/ FE @I gEh AN }7 [ORET A
wm & fax A et Qe Qe mn, TEE AR A @ w w7 HR AR s
HTUET?

gerEdn, & o & divaqel sRem @ e FUE @ STeie s
aeelt 1 A gl eR @ TEt wed o g & g e st g 3 ofedr &
Y ey et & e B ar | ge o o & Rred wgm wew R A
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TR AE & AT J Yo ¥ R/ g & 7 e 3t e Refy i sgaw & e
TONT WER B 21 R AaRgoe 341 95T & | 7% It wwer sdtaRa o o
W 7 3 oI E) 44 FIR b @ B T8 &) I e & fF gst qwnd w30
AT F g 52 ¥ TR d gt o avE R d, W W @ A T8
Hri A wraga Rt I eem e & 5 93 ox 9= ¥ Ryd 25 gow
Hrafat ¥ ¥ u &1 yeER A 45 wHe A @ g8 &1 gel o 5 snfafia
A o e oredt @ ¥ €, 9 R 8 T A v gE &1 uE A A FE A
% 7% Rfvere 3 o o oft &1 oo 2z ok o 4 sy Ao ff R wodt
g .. (wEa)..

sft afrennd Awar: F9 @ RS ot Rad? . (ameum)...

m. T &R gt AN wyww A &, smueh gvww 2 & gEi soe
waR A fAfvera A R & aa & @ g1 ().

aft Aferenng duar: sasT. FAEY . (EREE)...

W. et 4 -t ¥ R T and 8, # swet A Aww R
T e @ g, & ager R e g L (crmam)...

il afererard duar: BT H =R ard R & & =) (e
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o e aPrr c RO & F weT ¥ W wEl € B A Rt
...(eTar). ..

Matmm g I wer A e R srtmm T ot € A
s A fF e wer A fGu fAfres o Rad 27, L (saeem)...

WoaEE My § weA ¥ Aama oElt § B oo & ag o & R
F . (emEE)...

I ;. o @ RBfvers ard Yow oy v # | substantiate
TR

or. arereT 4B - ¥ o @ @ § & et & faftew o Rad 2,
R A S@w et & @ & o o g9

TR ; sad T &7

W. e 4 onft 7w g, A uw &)1 A o Rueh, w7 %
Y & g1 .. (HaEr)...

off afv e : s ao 3@ Ry w Afew 3 o Ao =8 &
...(FEEr)...

Y. et e 0 A R ¥ o aren &, anffe Refy ¥ RBir A
Qe ¥ o v @ v wem g7 g, & e & fag den &) L (sEEE)...
45 AT WEER W §QIeH g8 | ... (aaum)...

s AR o T e T oI W R, e & fa 45 wEe
yeEr @ gl g2 ¥ A yeEr @ @ tE-Uw AL ad | AR B B-UE
e e g an, A Ao F oawt oo god & R oW AeE © aw oA
frama w &1 @fF R YW 9 A W aE o R e w8, s R
# & @ Sua IR B W A &) Y T TOR F et e o ord sitfae
& 7 g &

Syl : e & & soe fak w aw wew g 5 e aw W
gg1 RE @ d@sq 1w W gga e @ wgwwr & omud aw R 2,
Rremfafafedt 21 grew & Y f go et & SUPT substantiate Fe =few, PR
STt RaTE @ ar wEl ¥ TR RS W A AT A A91g dt @ st 1

w. e ot A ooy wrTt 9% I ¢ o el smam &
oAl & Aail@e a6 1998 % weER & e 2531, 99 W g 2724 3 2000 A
T 3673 HH Y T ... ().

o wvd=g woer iR o ¥ BES TALOER Y AT & AHe A
YR BT oFsT # gwit @@t &1 .. (=mawr)...
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. ot im0 F s g R 3 o £ @e @ g
... (|, .
oft g aow foee : gt s & L (an@am)..

W et ¥ R g awiy € o ot F g@ R uew @ dAw g
(). .

gomfy - T ROT g @ wwg At &, s s vmer wRT
...

H MY wEw fiEd 3T weEr gwe A gRh @ oFow T
.. ().

. et o ow T ot & o wedt ¢ ...(cmaur). .
Iy | wAH- oo (TE)...

Y. et o @ 77 TdETd g @ RO ¢, ToNe Teart I @
Rad & _.(aurE)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: She has to substantiate. ¥, aga €9 &
T 1 ST, 3@ JW HuA YT BRTI T gEr # RO ¥ @ Aoem #7

wy. oot e 0 Awn, @ RO miv o & o aven safag A oman
far &1 o f W W 46 AR AN B Tea & | T W ¢ T ol deiw A
Aot v Mrad & TE @el ¥ (o).

N Afend Aear: §ig s9r Y AT B Sy L (SEe). .

. ey afdg | o sng R € ar Agrell so Sl o g@ at e
¢ i ST gRw A o @t gfera wfeesh & Ay smual wver & e oft e &
Y o7 To sfed) & wear g & 1 ue f ame R aw et & | iR & ol &
TR ® TR G & | e 3 onet oft 7 9 ma A g9 wev orht Wi
M B e v & | SR uRT A ART Agan e gga & | an wess @
Fgd T AT 2 ) WER A §A gAw Bl O T AT a1 9 BE IqH
Roee 7Y sman, s 0% 8w U wg aRad T o v &) by dfew At &
grdad siv gatmin & fog o g9 9 ff s oft ol weER gan 1 TR WY
e A R odt el i qda ff¥a @t ¥ faw st wee ik aw B aga?
IT U A g ugt &, A Al A A ger grm | A w fed T @ oiw goe
faoreht & omft & 1 A o B 39 R F IR A sy awr 7R § I o aw
T4 ug= ¥ fed 3 76 o | aw | B F awer L (aeas). ..

FJuarely e @ FEeEn A

Y. yA®T & Lopdh e & aRRefy sar @ €
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JURAARY - ZTeH ot a2 | suforg F avdt s A €

Y. aroreT af AW, vr AdR ¥ aw g dad o A fer & ¥
A2 wm A & o gudt e 3 6w AT R A E L (ama).

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: She will remain
maiden...fnterruptions)....  Even after speaking on this subject, she will
remain maiden,..(nferruptions)...

HY. et &I - dsA, A Re &, o § a8 Ao & ik #9 @
e &, & uig e & oo oo @@ e | Y e & oo A iy amn
frere v & ) & ok Araw @ qu g b as @ @ g @ & ? & owm
v A FT AT ovh o SN e A A R e Mg g A Y
T Fefee e o 9 avF A @ e T AR S¥ | Y, SWe ANy &
T A B ? I A @ srdeartead & gel eWig A & g wie R,
TaE Mg & §F A B ? ane &1 wan € 5 e & U qagd T 3 asder
HTE b TET A UF AW T B g9 o A, I IRT & = A @ ? R
¥ goRY WISy & AT AT A 3N S ARA aret B o R T, @ @
g & 59 dArl @ 7 aRfE & wSY @ o o @l % A yeEw ga, @
Sep M@t oM A ? dwornad g PR Rud gom & @
srdran & RIS &1 A AeE avd Eet Rgal A A W den T F 3w
g & g M '® ? wedR @ B T F deT 9R AT SR I aWa o
@ Gre el AN, A AEW W F oI ARG £ T ARt 3 ? adeanEa) &
FAR T PISP ¢ 9 §ES M & 3 @ @ ? weea, & fid s s
aredt g fF o ¥ o wg ¥ e ot o see @ St qmar e an, @
gue! e & g A @ ? . (@mEae).. T den, o B 75 iR wEer #
ap 1 T8 AW, ownt &t gga AR @A & g | o arEr g Prereh ff, own
MATP W FaTR e dismar @ ET T2

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your party should have allowed you to
speak earlier. Then there would have been no problem. Now it is very late.

o, et e : e, A uiw e & oo TR ORT Ee

Ieramfy ; gig fre 7, S adt &

sft g T % fgems ardvie &

W et afg o & wrat Ruifned ¥ et vuw @-simyfa
dow § 39 QAT T Y T B

shflgrvg: A-inRr & s ywaws ey B 1
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or. s afw : g oo T R | = A wow ¥ e ¥ 4R
Ao, ofew oX ) e & W3E 3, ¥ fAT v g T fsar | swd e
a1 frar 2 #ew, w1 A @Y frwer ivg &, wn we € 7 siiwe Piewt ¥ oa
frorar wona s @ P R, @& gwer Mg & amo @ @) ? e e ann &t
mmmﬁ%’?mwﬁaﬁmmﬁt | fig dwpfy ot gerd 3 arelr @
& qor Ig N A 7 By Al 3 9 R & 5 oo siiva & g faew v ot
war e s & 1 geh depfa A oivar @Y gon AT & ) emad dmfear oft 3
e &t we) & | wergwn, # o @) o B ronm A I wen o Ad g9 A
Y O F A B vew S, wify F A dag | oRm @ @ B e A
TN AT TR AT gEAE T & A oF & N w Haw |

it e quE GporTe) c ym R or wE R A g s A R #
g ®1¢ Rerde 78} ¥ cogera o g9 & a7 T Ynede ToRE A @ gy - g
7E £ 3R gE - . (EmEe)... & 9.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | asked him to speak. He took my
permission. | called his name,

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: | would like to draw your attention that he
is speaking from borrowed time. Mr, Jaitley has exhausted the entire time
allotted to him.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Never mird, | have given everybody
extra time.

SHREL NILOTPAL BASU: | have a point of fact, | have taken
proportionately less time.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no proportion. Please, take
your seat. BIs (& Bz & @i 7w ¥Ry @A | He is the last speaker.

ﬁmq:mﬁmeﬁﬁmtm.fm...

M et gur @ oot 59 UE A O A @ v & W 3o oot g AR
T, 7ga @ gy e # iR duerw €

¥ Mg o o q e & 99 g gra e & W g o @
it o1l AT qam AEt s R & fog, aemRE § fuems st el

7w A1 & faaw o T §1on . (FREE)... R § Rat qde ¥ Reere den
& or oo YT A ) Eome o & L (wEuey)..

TRy . AoE-SFIST A BR.... ().
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sft dEvrt FarFlt TR e qEm WAl Au WeeR R L (@EaH)... You

have to conduct the House, Madam.
Sl T, oy St At T o oY Reed B wgy
ot e qart T o o A T 2 @ & | o

e S g Predt @) g T @ ATee e @ aRdE ST
ardl & W ¥ @Re aR o d - & Ry aw @l F am SR e @
AT W SR IAH T Mk o o & R, se fai qERe @ e e man
@ I = @ @ 9 anan @) @ @ g @ @ R o o) ofias & g
SR SR AR @A B A A R g Pl € a9 arar A 4w efiw am
qey HA ol 4, oft WA A A ow o off mrRA & faems, A Qe R s
I @ AT Ay FHAW F S s & A aph R F o & ot arAReT A
SR a7 Aot 3R merT offt W Taie & fens @1 s afde @t
s ) afie o9 dT s A geee e /B v &, he was feader of the
cpposition, I IWRFT ¢ 1 A AR F TFER T qOT, TEN WEHR a6 FE
goidfl &1 o 7 0 BE? X AU @ WER A o6 99 §Y ST 9d @ &
SR 9 B BT 9 get A2 B AfdT qoi @ o &, a sy widl &, sam
gee w1 o & R aw s st gy e it o @t e & Raas
graal € | T ue g 7 &7 A O on so. @ REW) | T wWeR of T6 | 3R
& 3w @ 1 oft aed, B ot e R % S & @ e A o AaleT @ W
IT fd IR 8 PR EART g FA WNE A A oRTT WRER Y ®-E &
foar, ze dtad & o SEd fT smue gw@ & oY o At G we @ &
...(TTE)...

o frolvewet T N9 T, oW GAN AES & TG G- MG BT BT
frar .. (araam)... amwex @ gei @Y 21

o AEv Farl @ F s g wed € @ W A 3 wwew ¥
THYE H B9 | &F 60 TUR fden Age WYt 99 daraar & gerewE g1 ol ged 45
TWHT FATE WEOETT A gU| HEeY @-Uw A Uy e € w®ifE ant av ofiew
@ FEA T B | I AHY TSR & A7 iR tePReT gard ¥ fav age wm
57| < TePRS T a1 g YA man 8 wak & 5 Fe W 5 e 3 o R
Tl fFT R I & 5 IR WeR & § AR s fgw ofiew ¥ wae &
forg g ov @ e @ gEd g S B aveEh ) ama il A freeh &
SR gaEy @ A Freet & guy ot o @ fF TR et T e
e & R A & TR o e A aff S & ) R = g
Seefiees e avd &, aR aifded 174 & seNRYE e o &, IR en
AR $U REr Wity ovd & O 37 &Aoo ae W & R e wer o oA R
A TR T F R A # o T wied ust aga Ao T o &
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T 4 o% wdE A Regpe THad Te v & | A s o @ e we w8
ae o 7t e A e A g b T A A T R Ima w E |
T B Fo g Wiy | ¥ 9 a) B @ 8, 9F § AR aoe 8, 47 aQr
s R ¥ B¢ dieew W@ & 1 The lives were saved; the properties were
saved:; in fact, everybody was saved. | know this; | have moved alfl over the
25 districts of Gujarat. 78t @$ o 4l & | 9T oRed B I R A" B
21 o5 a9 A FEd & | A g MRt | a it s atw T e o aigd
Fei 4 o, T MRT A g @ FT & | S B @ B T, 99 B Oy
S| o FEW # gEE ¥ W 6T § 5 oy i g o aw ww @ e ek
TEvd N &} BT @ B | ITT H IES WA A T B | 39 I (R 7 wd R
e, e el fepe &

ATy, onfl spwam o @@ £¥ | 3w ¥ w9, A AR £, gda §,
#fax £ o 9 B AN o Bt O o9 I & FAN ORI I TeN T &
| arewy Wi FEd & 6 oERam % 9 $o gan, a5 s RSl &, AfeT A ww
FEm & o9 wen ¥ vt e & mysw & ) aw O o st W & | AW
i €, afmd £ v MRomeR € R o7 97 & T Bt & o S A WWeR @t
¢ omEed w4 ¥ | gr O we 3 vaEddt ¢ | We B Rieew W Tea o
FuRA WEE | AT seft v aAT T T R v & | 3Ef g ¥ iR W Ty
£ o ot B @t &1 L (=eER)... areet & o wEar € % A 1970 @

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, don't interrupt him. Let him
finish what he is saying. He will take more time if you interfere.

oft ey aaEl o anft S soTE @ W B w99 TEEae @
7E gevfrw 9 & ®fF o A iR it e R £
A WER W HE AeE T e & | S e aW &, 97 it ik
T T P & | AT, 9R B A o o At s g X, ww R
fHEFH, w7 ¥ FIW R 99 @ T goeET R B o 7 B A o 7w T
I A FE W E | 39 W W T @ P SR T & | ¥ geg g
drager BT | FTEN A S U g W gHE oIE g &N, ARk gEt 3o R T
BN {1t will be a good example for all of us.

Juewmfer ;. Areite J5 St

it T Srewar (FEwT): AW, AT ot W

Suwymfy TR A E, WEER I S WAt aga ¥ &

SHRI RAM JETHMALANE: | bow to your decision,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. You are so kind.
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aft Aferaa YEar - Aew, S e wr ww ¥ € 1wt T Y e
T, § sarr e . (FRe)..

IR ;. 3E B fafeY 9Ee o w9 ge

Yy, ¥ SAeE & o (3 A e areanfy - s
ErEan, & W gEe o @A wreeT B g F a%t qew & IR g o
¥o W | gomn 8 A afew e 939 s 9, wed & a9 wew AR
wo Y, IE A F g o # SR Ay Srew aer T a7

wevgan, §R g w959 & o oflR v WA ¥ R o gww o qE &) o
gHe TH A AT aewt / PR frar @ 5 g 1 R B ot sw
B w¥d 5 fF Ht vEr |/, o & ek o A & 5 9 ¥ W d=T @), wify
71 &, s WiefiE o il aRe A g ¥ st g & O gw v A, @
FE@! B9 qHT¢ A8 AR A ) U 9 R 7l fF o Ry oot gfe | R
wraY & 59 9t @ VR W §9 IS &) 9% 9ut wiEE w9 g9igT ain ag 9o,
et w8 ugwedt | A oftrear @ 7€ e o @ty A Tl wwma & 5 R
N, g & ag @ HE, T F g, o W@ v g ¥ R Rrwd sror dwe R
ghe @ f5 wn 8 Wt OO § | e wew @ W @wer o & Crecent
events”, “recent incidents in Guiarat". What is the “recent incident”? &R
wi¢ fve s=IRT ad ® uad ¥ & @ ag ve & faaers, e e e
g Aadt oft A b siv S wE w4 Ry 1 s wE % ow R oed
R B HEEA T ¥ €, IT W aN Fad A T9] FR B 9 de & o
A & | SUET SR THA 4UE § | T Stvd & RS ¥ AReRdr d=r e |
o At WA e AR ged & e g @ v A wean, R gom
3R Td ge B ag™ & fag rre 9 & wifty | 9w R * fed = o m
FTHAS Aol T 97 Addel gem B E, ywesdl e @t e A am W we 9
Wt A ¥ & 7 A o A A AR AN AR EE o afews IaE ar- A
Y GiveTie S 441 B Wik, Jivefds a9 g1 &Y WY & ag i ©r @n¢ 1 o
ERIST o1 O O SR @) He €1, °e W« Afew & vew 8y, ae Recft ® of
darelt & Hid W) FO T P B £ T9 SL¥G F T A F A A we By |
T SERUTT @ g o & R aft f | 9 g o ot oft ofe A e o
TATESl g A1 | W aEt F §E HA ¥ oA @ sty A w5 Sfaw gw
el g .30 ga &, IE &6 A0, v o 1o, e oS sft g ot
g ot wrd, ofdw R faw dmmdE ® we fewr &, s A S seRam
H SEE W 97 g @ Wi IR P, N gE B e ar fasan st
R

ar
¥
a1
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6.00 p.m.
wevea, # wwt qu av T wEw wiife g A & T e 4 oA ¥ o6
ERY TR OR a9 At v w3 ify 27 oRad o A oY ae g% v 28
arfrm oY sEFeErE &, st ¥ o WAl W wea g8 | R wd & A o uwt
R A T te wdE g g e e | 9w ag e Eee
A

a
Eh
B

€ A 3roor Sreeht of, Wt a5t W &3 gy 2, gt f¥ s @t
a Tat ¥ o o g ¥, R Seie T O SOw 3
£ 7 o I me ¥ QR Rdfees a1, Sfe o fiemaw @ ot e
A gafa mE wE Wi &, Rod IR aer 59§
g ft, 5 @M & w1 X T o, Wt A ¥ | 5w AR
7 a7 T, foeds orw A Tear B, wer @Y 1 A o wEar
| 3 FHETEE W A R yEe Ny gee diea 9 &, o
aeea & &, Rl B owed W & | weem R R
froal 50 Al & &R TENSIAT O DY X A B WY | 1947 ¥ T AP IaURT
W a1 AT 1947 W TEWRT B ¥ WA E AR B A @ik e, 7F awa

FETECES !
EPPESD
@iﬂg g%

e rEr

:

&
cf
8

was the thesis 3R I8 o8 & Tifery v o v afdy, sra o ofty,
HerT Xrow S T o iR o9 Tow @ o senfae wow ot eifde R
g 4 a7 Al % 1950 ¥ W W@Rum Wer &, g6 dfmE sw v
¥ e AgE ¥ g i B e &, wget g F R o e sk & A €
& 39 997 99 dfeam & R =, fave o AFoR w0 &, wEle waa
A S8 AT AP ey & war Afar Fmtara & oo @R & fvar o a# o,
afteT Ao ot O Fea & B ag -1 fafee w1dh, g oema-2 faftem
€), Ta fafew awaw £, veg @ Auer fadt dy ¥ g, el suew & W @mg
adl, oré affe, o woredt wow Y, ¥ W wowg @ Agerae A, ¥ FET I
W & graar 7 o @ o ow ¥ dow o aF B T o e Aved
T @ i Mer T T Y oY AR TOR wEd wiET SR o &,
wiifey 49 o9 we= A wE1 5 g A €, @7 ANl Wwpfy, N ovR, EER
sfe @1 fewr ® that India's polity, india political thinkers have always
rejected a theocratic state. AoEdt Iy &' ERA wf Wiew & v, 71950 &
fopar, 9 3@ T, T AWM Y | TH A DY GAFEY AN g T A THY GEAd
TR, A oft e AR £ A9 @Y e W fran, e AV &ue 9 R
T, WE W A IS EET 5 wHe el B 2, 'Re T8 B wiev a1 | 969m
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)
2
=
:
!
%
:
g
:
s &

ofeT sat g 7 RERe R ®iwr & v 7 Rgwm w ;
TR A i, wa RAA et wad twd wadaw
N T i RP EN T R gTa @ F R R g =

Apafon g & dwv | I ot B vEr 9y ¥ Rolom B e e &)

i folre 3y : I 5= fies ®N 7 Madam, ..

SHRI L. K. ADVANI: | am not yielding. (nterruptions) Religion is
an opium for the masses...(iterruptions)...

o elreaa 7 - sy =73 IO ow v &, B ) dem &y )

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do not interrupt. He is not yielding.
..(Imterruptions)...

sit s gt Al | e @ o Ad B R It iR TS s
Iae v Ra & 12 A1 swfy 7t &, Afem & L (ammaEr)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, he is msinuating. (interruptions)
He is distorting and insinuating. ...{nterruptions)...

SHRI L. K. ADVANE | am not yielding. ...{Interruptions)...
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is not yielding. ...(nterruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: But after he finishes, | must get a chance
to rebut what he is saying. (interruptions) You have to protect me, Madam.
...{Interruptions)... He is insinuating and distorting.  ...(nterruptions)...

ot e o1 peErlt : i, Rree ¥ AR & s wa oY W
...(=)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: | cannot accept it
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THE OEPUTY <CHAIRMAN: Let him finish his speech.
...{nterruptions)... Let him finish his speech.

SHRI LK. ADVANL: | will discuss it with you. That is not the issue
at the moment. .. {nterruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The name of the Home Minister was
referred to in this House, but did he get up to object as to why his name
was taken. When | called him to reply, he is replying. While he is replying,
you should not interrupt. If somebody has any objection, after he completes
the reply, you can seek dlarfications. But not while he is replying.
Unterruptions} His name was mentioned in this House. His name was
mentioned not once, but twice, thrice, but he did not object at that time. He
did not say that he wanted to give a personal explanation, He is replying to
the debate. It is not only Mr. Basu’s problem; there were many Members
from various political parties who spoke, and it his duty and responsibility to
reply to the debate. Please. {inferruptions}

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: But, Madam, | want to make a point.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But 3w =@t g%t | After my ruling, there
is no 'but'.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: | accept your ruling.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please sit down.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: f there is an insinuation and distortion of
my philosophy and my thinking, | have every right to make my point.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Not now. Not while the Deputy Prime
Minister on his legs.

SHRI LK. ADVANI: Way back in 1890, | had an occasion to be part’
of a Pariiamentary Committee which visited the United Kingdom, ang a
senior Marxist colleague, a Member of Parliament, was also with me. There,
we were invited by the .Speaker of the House of Commons for dinner, and
we were waiting at the table for a dinner. Everyone was there, but dinner
did not start. | asked the Member of the House of Commons who was
sitting by my side, "Are we waiting for some Minister? What is the matter?
Why is the delay?" He said, ;The Chaplain has to come and he has to say
the prayers, and only then can-we have dinner.” It struck me as somewhat
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cdd. | asked my Marxist colleague, "What would happen if something similar
happens in India? How would you react?” But, | would say that we have not
adopted such rituals. We have seen to it that secularism is accepted in the
reat sense in which it should be accepted, and we have nct developed in
the name of secularism an allergy to everything related to religion which is
some thing wrong in this country.

SHARI JBON ROY: 11 is wrong. He is playing with religion.
SHRI LK. ADVANL: | am not playing with religion. ...(interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: it is his right. Please sit down.
.. {Imnterruptions). ..

SHREI JIBON ROY: We don't believe in religion, but, at the same
time, we do not ¢riticise any religion. ...(INterruptions). ..

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is not going on record. Please
don't record it. ...(intesuptions)... Any interruption is not going on record.
. nterruptions)... Don't behave in such a manner. Keep the respect of this
House. Please do not interrupt. (inferruptions} You did the same thing when
you were in  the Chair. . .{(nterruptions)...Don't behave like this,
Ainterruptions). .

SHRI LK. ADVANI: But so far as secularism is concerned, so far
as Hidutva is concerned, | accept the Constitution fully in letter and spirit,
and | wouid like the Gujarat Government. whoever is elected now, to
implement  the constitutional provisions and the concept of secularism
thoroughly and honestly, as conceived by our Constitution-makers. Some
may object. But | said, "One of the essential parts of it is that every person,
every citizen, irrespective of fus faith, must feel safe and secure, must feel
that he has an equal opgorturity as all others have, simply because | belong
10 & certain caste, simply because | belong to a certain religion, therefore, |
am no less than any other, minority or majority.” Therefore, | was happy to
read the other day. when i saw, on the very day we debated the Gujarat
issue in the other House, a statement made by the Chief Minister of Gujarat,
against whom all kinds of things have been sad. He said, "For this
particular election, my approach and objective would be 1o have a Guijarat
educated, irrigated and electrified”. And the manifesto produced by the
B.J.P. of Gujaral is entirely related to these matters. Therefore, General Roy
Chowdhury rightly said that good governance should be an essential issue.
...(frrterruptions)...
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ama Rrar A9 &RY| L (eEEE)... afFT ¥ anuet @w oft wE § & o
gER ¥ WTew T8 w2, et 0¥, g¢ & e faems, o fotodo ¥ Rears, R
A ¥ RIATE oMo o ARy T e @Y ouT B9 % ard o fois E s
MaRT ¥ A gH TER w1 (SEaE)... R A wE 3w & fE L (e

SHRE NILOTPAL BASU: There is VHP to take care of all those you
left out. .. {nterruptions)...

it T e anwanft | A O o U ¥ FE F A € L (SREE).

SHRI JIBON ROY: The Election Commission has been attacked.
. Ainterruptions)...

o AT Fur argarht : weE, anft-onft s g2 o fF 3 B ¥ www
gei W Rafy got o & 12 & B afdm gofy vw € &1 AR snft-an®t o
smar sy w9 uar @ Ry oA @ dev & feerew aw 2w o 7 R oA
ST EwdT gor & I 14 TRT TowE A gan X (@), 1005 RIS
1 AT BT FAEAT o # §AT & Aacy 3y X A o W § B aw
R TR% A, (FEUF)... &0 & I 8§ 77 § /g ¥ |, (SEwe). ..

Summfy @ s g Hfql Please  take  your  seats.

. interructions). ..

SHRI JIBON ROY : You disown the VHP; you disown Godhra.
Lirterruptions). .

st o Fwr areEh - SEY wRW W aRy Bkh
Fer Arn § oo 9 owadt Siw At ﬁg‘qaﬁ: B,
# gU B, O WS A gY B, &El oY @ gy B, e &, AR fog et & awr &
Tad g 2 7 AE B wae | ﬁﬁﬁoﬁoﬁoﬁ#wmﬁwmwﬁwﬁﬂ
e 4 91 F vo ¥ FE W N €7 g, I w9 vy v o Rfke &
& wrH-ura 98 N s § 5 a5 AR @ i aw S Smgw oy swary Ty
AN s gferw datea A A o A Y fiegper dgfae wen § R ¥ A € R
TG F FIHER) ¥ Hifdrer &t . (aam)...

1
;w

THE DEPUTY CHAIBMAN: Interruptions wilin't go on record.
...(Interruptions). ..

SHRI L.K. ADVANI: Those riots were unfortunate and shameful, and
those riots were not State-inspired. Agrea, & avger € ¥ ot Rl e &
¢ & I Waw gga vEa R o g ¥ R et ¥ sreR WX wmEg e deddt
o A Tt sew 2 Rar g oW oo o wEw &
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, | have a point. Please protect us.
He has taken our name and he has totally distorted our philosophy.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What distortion? ...¢ntermuptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: He has given us a lesson on the true
approach 1o secularism; and what the approach of the Marxists on
secularism is.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The debate is over. The discussion is
over. ...(nterryptions)... Now, Message from Lok Sabha, ...{nterruptions)..

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: | never thought that our Home Minister is
an ...{interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIBMAN: | am not allowing it. It will not go on
record ...{Interruptions)..

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU:

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; | am not allowing any more debate.
interruptions)... Message from the Lok Sabha. ....(nterruptions).. Message
from Lok Sabha. ...{Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: We are walking out in protest against the manner
in which the Home Minister has spoken. ...{nterruptions)...

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA-
The Constitution (Ninety-Third Amendment) Bill, 2001.

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the
following message received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-
General of the Lok Sabha:

“In accordance with the provisions of Rule 101 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, | am directed to
inform you that the following amendments made by Rajya Sabha in
the Constitution (Ninety-third Amendment) Bill, 2001, at its sitting

* Not recorded
278



