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4.00 P.M. 

THE HAJ COMMITTEE BILL, 2000 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH): Sir, on behalf of my senior colleague, 
Shri Jaswant Singh, I beg to move : 

 "That a Bill to establish a Haj Committee of India and State 
Haj Committees for making arrangements for the 
pilgrimage of Muslims for Haj, and for matters connected 
therewith, be taken into consideration". 

<���� <���� ह�1 � 

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN (Karnataka): M. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I rise 

to welcome the Haj Bill, 2000. It has taken almost five years to draft the Bill.   I 

congratulate the hon. Minister for piloting the Bill. 

Sir, this Bill seeks to replace the Haj Committee Bill of 1959. Sir, Haj 
is a sacred duty cast upon every Muslim. It is one of the five pillars of Islam. It 

is obligatory on every Muslim, who can afford, to perform Haj once in his life 

time. 

Sir, India has the second largest population who subscribe to the 

faith of Islam. Hence India, has to play a very major role in the 

management of Haj. Since the advent of Islam in India, one thousand to 

two thousand years ago, people have been performing Haj either by road or 

by sea and they will continue to perform it till the Dooms Day. Hence, in a 

democratic country, it is our Constitutional right under Article 25 of the 

Constitution. Because it is one of the five pillars of Islam, it is the duty of 

the State to provide facilities to perform Haj, which will be part of this 

religious obligation under Article 25 of the Constitution. Rightly so, the 

Government of India in 1959 enacted an Act to manage the Haj affairs. 

After 40 years it was thought necessary that the Act needs a lot of changes 

because earlier people used to go by ship from Bombay.  

The original Act was enacted keeping in view the compulsion of 

sending Hajis by ship from Bombay. Therefore, according to the Act the Haj 

Committee was constituted of persons from Bombay only. But, now that is not 

the case. The Haj travel by sea route has been cancelled. Now, all the Hajis 

are going by air. Moreover, the Haj flights are taking off from different parts of 

the country.    Hence the Committee also needs a wider 
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representation.    Therefore, there is a need for changes which have been 

brought about in this Bill. 

Sir, we are looking to Haj only as a religious purpose. It is not so. As 

a democratic and secular country, we should look at it from social, political and 

economic angle also. Haj is a congregation of more than two million people 

drawn from all parts of the country. Muslims from almost all parts of the world 

gather there. Therefore, this congretation can be by the countries for 

projecting its social, political and economic interests also. But, unfortunately, it 

has remained only a religious issue. That is why I say there is a need for us to 

look at it from that angle. It is not just passing a legislation for the purpose of 

constituting a Haj Committee. Here, I would like to state that the Haj 

Committee can act as a powerful institution. It can even mobilise savings and 

investments. It is very important for the hon. Minister to note this. Malaysia is a 

country with a population of about 22 million. And it has a Muslim population of 

about 1.16 million. But it has organised its affairs of Haj management in such 

a way that it is not only helping the pilgrims to go from Malaysia to perform Haj 

in a very orderly manner, but also it has created a habit of saving among those 

who perform Haj. Today, their institution, which is similar to our Haj 

Committee, is one of the richest institutions with more than Rs.5000 crores of 

funds utilised for the overall benefit of the pilgrims as well as the have-nots in 

the Muslim community. That institution called, Tabung Haji, is similar to our 

Haj Committee under the Haj Act which we are instituting, with a purpose to 

provide mobilising savings, gradually investing in economic activities. Having 

the second largest Muslim population, it is possible for India to mobilise the 

savings through such an institution. The Malaysian example is a unique 

example. They are running airlines, they are running banks, they are making 

profits and subsidising the pilgrims from their own resources which have been 

generated. I have no time to go into the details of the Malaysian experiment. I 

would only urge the hon. Minister. This Bill has been introduced now. We 

welcome it. But still, there is a need for us to better the Haj management by 

taking cue from the Malaysian experiment. 

Coming to the present Haj Committee, there is a lot to be said about 

the management of the Haj affairs by the present Haj Committee. Sir, it 

handles almost Rs.400 crores every year of the pilgrims' funds. Parliament is 

not informed on that. The accounts of the Haj Committee are not placed 

before Parliament. It is public money. Though it is constituted under an Act of 

Parliament, none of us knows anything about the balance- 
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sheet, income or how the resources are being utilised by the present Haj 
Committee. Of course, now, a provision has been brought in the present Bill 

that the accounts of the Haj Committee have to be audited and placed before 

both the Houses of Parliament. As I said, in 1997, the External Affairs Ministry 

constituted a Committee with Muslim Members of Parliament. I had the honour 

of serving on that Committee. We brought about some changes. The Draft Bill 

was given in 1997. Now, it is 2002 and we are looking into the Bill. There 

should be transparency in the Haj management. The Government of India 

sends a good-will mission every year. People are sent to perform as a good-

will mission. This good-will mission members should be the ambassadors of 
our country. They should project the various facets of our country before 

others. They should explain our culture, our secular character and our 

democratic set up. This is the opportunity, which they should utilise properly 

for this purpose. But, what has happened to that goodwill mission? It will go. A 

few people will perform haj at the cost of the Government and they will come 

back. Sir, this time, I happened to be a member of that goodwill mission. I put 

a question to the Ambassador; "Why have you come here? Have you come 

here to perform the haj?" I could have performed the haj myself. I have 

performed it. It is not obligatory on me. But, I have done it. What is the role I 

am playing to project my country? What is the direction of the External Affairs 

Ministry in this respect? Is it simply ta go there, perform the haj and come 

back? Is it the only function of the goodwill mission? Sir, some fifty or odd 
countries will be there. Our goodwill mission could have interacted with the 

goodwill missions of other countries. I put a question to the Ambassador: "Why 

have you not arranged a meeting with the goodwill missions of other countries 

which have come here so that we could have interacted with them; we could 

have placed the point of view of our country before them, whether it was on 

Kashmir or whether it was the secular character of our country?" That has not 

been done. I would make one request to the Minister. When you send the 

goodwill mission, you see to it that it should not only be for performing the haj, 

but should also act as the real goodwill ambassador of the country. 

Now, I will come to some of the aspects of the Bill. The role of the Haj 

Committee, according to me, is confined to India. The object clause says: "To 

collect and disseminate information useful to pilgrims, arrange orientation 

training programme for pilgrims, advise and assist during the stay at the 

embarkment point, vaccination, etc., to give relief to the pilgrims, to 'finalise the 

annual. Haj plan with the approval of the Central Government and execute the 

plan, including the arrangement of travel by air or other means 
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and to advise in the matter relating to accommodation." The major role has to 

be played not in India, but in Jedah or Mecca or Madina. That role should be 

performed by our mission. But, nothing has been mentioned in this Bill 

regarding the sharing of responsibility, and whether the Haj Committee has 

any role to play outside India, that is, in Mecca, Madina or Jeddah. Sir, in the 

absence of this provision, there is no mention about the demarcation of duty. 

There is always a clash between the Mission and the Haj Committee. The Haj 

Committee says; "it is our role." The Mission says, "it is our role." There is no 

doubt that this Bill brings forth a lot of changes. But, the role of the Mission 

should also have come in the Bill itself. Otherwise, there will always be a 

clash. For instance, arranging accommodation for the piligrims is a major 

problem. You have to arrange accommodation both at Mecca and Madina, and 

contract has to be signed. There should be absolute transparency in the 

matter of selection of accommodation, because millions of rials are being 

spent for this purpose. So, what is the transparency? There is no mention of 

this thing in the Bill. Probably, the Minister may think of bringing an 

amendment to this effect in future. The role of the Mission needs to be 

explicitly mentioned in the Bill itself. 

Sir, earlier, this Committee was totally nominated by the Government. 

But now, some changes have been brought. Now, you are giving 

representation to different sections, and you have also brought the State Haj 

Committee under the statute. It is a good move. You have said that the 

members of the Committee shall be elected one from each zone, as specified 

in the Schedule, in the manner as may be prescribed. The number of Muslims 
has been increased from six to nine through an amendment. Now, we would 

like know something about these zones.' You have said that every zone will 

have one representative, in the manner as may be prescribed. The zone is 

classified. The names of States/are mentioned-Southern States, Eastern 

States, Northern States. You have not mentioned how the representative is 

going to be selected. ...Ifnterruptions)... Sir, this-is a very important Bill, ���; 
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ह��� ����F� �� � �ह ����-���� 2� (� 1� 31-32 ह��� j��� ह
 $�� ह� >� 
����F� 20 �� 22 ह��� <�� ह��� ह
�� ह� � (� ���� �ह ह� �� �ह �ह�� �� 
a�����G% ह� ? I have raised this issue several times in the House. ($� �� ह� 
���%� �� �ह� �� �ह� ह� � �
 �� 20-21 ह��� �� ह� ���� ह� � � If I am going as an 

individual, that is the fare I have to pay. If a Haji is going through the Haj 

Committee, he has to pay Rs.31,000/- �� �
 �%�% !����� ह� � �ह a���  �G% �� 
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, h�C �� $��3�G% 
�b��F�7uF �� �ह� ह�, 31 ह��� ���� �q�� ह� >� 12 ह��� j��� ह��� ���� ह� � The 

difference is given by the Government. �
 �ह 180-190 ��
q �� 1��-1�� >� 
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L �ह� ���� �ह� ���� ह� � ���� �ह�� �� �� <�7� 
�����%� �
 �� ��!�, h�C�� �� �ह ���7J� ;E%� ���� @� �
 Air India used to 

take Rs.8,000/- as handling charges. The total amount is Rs. 40 crores. They 
used to charge it for two months' work. Because there is a time-constraint, I 
would not go into the details. I have a suggestion to make. The Government is 
giving Rs. 180/- or Rs. 190/-. It may be Rs. 200/-. It is an emotional issue. I 
have suggested it earlier also because it is a permanent affair. It is not going to 
end in two years three years, four years or five years. There should be a 
permanent arrangement for carrying the pilgrims. Our national carriages will 
not be able to meet the demand. That is why I suggest to the Government of 
India to establish a Haj Transport Corporation. I have suggested setting up of a 
Haj Transport Corporation. Whatever subsidy that you are giving for the next 
three years, you give it in a lumpsum, say, Rs. 500 crores, to the Corporation, 
as share capital. The Muslims of this country will be able to contribute another 
Rs. 500 crores as share capital. You can have a total corpus of Rs. 1,000 
crores as share capital in the Haj Transport Corporation. Malaysia has done it. 
They have collected Rs. 5,000 crores through shares. I have a receipt showing 
"Haj Management of Malaysia". All over the world, their experiment is being 
copied.    When they have done it, why can't the second largest Muslim 
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country in the world do it? You buy some aircraft; take the people during the 

Haj season. It is not that the people are going during the Haj season alone. 

They go throughout the year. An equal number of people go during Umrah and 

the non-Haj season also. If you send 1 lakh or 1.5 lakh people during the Haj 

season, during the non-Haj season also, an equal number of people go. Nearly 

three lakh pilgrims go from the country every year.- You can buy four or five 

aircraft, by using the moneyfrom this corpus. You can operate it for Haj; and, 

for the rest of the season, Air India can taRe them on lease, instead of taking 

the aircraft on lease from others. I have made this suggestion earlier also. I 

appeal to the Government to give a serious consideration to this proposal so 

that the subsidy can also be eliminated. You can have your own aircraft and 

you can have, probably, a permanent arrangement, instead of chartering the 

aircraft and then asking Saudi Arabia to arrange the aircraft or some other 

country to arrange the aircraft. Thte could be avoided, and a permanent 

arrangement could be in .place. With these few words, I welcome and support 

this Bill.    Thank you. 
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 7��� ��@3� �� �ह� � �  
 

 �� L��� ���;  ��, ��@3� �� �ह� ह� � , )�� ��  ���<��� �� �
� �ह� ह� � �  
(�&���� , 1959 u���� ������ ह
 $�� ह� 7���  �L l���@� ��  (���� � �@� ��� ��  
(�����  � ��� (�&���� <���� ���� �� 1�_���� �q� , �
 ह���� ������ ��0� 
�� V��� ���� $�� ह� �  
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 ��=���, ह� ���0�C �� ��A�� 1992 �� 24,000 @�, 2000 �� �ह ��A�� 
�k�� 72,000 @� �
 �c3  2001 �� �k�� 1,18,759 ह
 $L � (� �� ह���� ��� �� 
����A�� �G �k� ��B� ह�L ह�, 1947 �G 2,65,000 ��  ���� ह���� �ह� ��B��� ��L @� , �ह 
��A�� ��� (����� �G ह�, )�� (����� �� ���0�C �� ��A�� �� ��BO� ह
�� (�_������ 
ह� � �� ���0�C �� ��A�� �� �BO� ह
 �ह� ह� �
 ह���� ����� V��� �
 �ह (�&���� �
���� $�� ह�, �ह  �  ������ (�&���� ह� � ह���� ������ ��@� (�� �
� �ह� @�, 
)=ह
�� ����  �� (����� ��  ���� �� ��� �� � �� ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� 1999 �� �ह (����� 
98.46 ��
q @�, �c3  2000 �� 118.83 ��
q @�, �
 2001 �� �k�� 148.36 ��
q ह
 
$�� � 7���  ��@-��@ �� �ह �� �ह�� ;�ह�� ह� � �� �� ह� ��0� ���� ह� �
 �ह���
 
>�  ��
oR� �� ��� �� l���@� ���� �q��  ह�, ��� �� l���@� ह
�� ह� �
 F�h%�
 
>� ��/ ��  �� l���@� ���� �q�� ह� >� )���  1�$�� �� �
 l�� ह
�� ह� �ह �� 
7���  ��@ ��q�� ह� � �
 ह� ���0�C ��  ��  �ह ���� l���@� �� ���� ह� >� �� ���� 
!;v ��  �� �ह� ह� � ह���� ����� �� �ह ���� ह� �� ह���� ��� �� �
 �� ��L ह�, )��
 
)��� &�x�� �����N ��  (���� � (��� ����- �����N� �� ����- (;3�� �� ���� �� �� 
(��� ��$R�� ����� ह�, )��� )��� 1�@� ���  �!�� ��  ��  ����� �� ����&� � ह� 
�� ���� ह�, �ह )=हG �G � 
 

 ��=���, ��  � ;�f >� �ह�� ;�ह�� ह� � �� 7� ����-���� �� ����� 
�� �
$ ह�, )��
 ��हIT���  <��� ���� ��  ��  ह���� ����� �� ���� >� ���� �� 
�
L 2�3  �ह� ह� � ह����  � ����� ह�, ��Y� �ह ���� �
 ��� �ह� ह�, ����� �� )��� 
 � ��7� 1��
 ������ ;�ह�� ह� � � ह���� ��� �� ह� �ह=��-������� �� ����� �� 
)g<���� �ह� �ह� ह�, ‘���&�� �� %� R���’ �� ह���� ���� �ह� ह� >� )�� ���<��� �� ���� 
 � ��� �ह� ह�, )�� �� �ह�� �ह�� ;�ह�� ह� � ���  

 (�$ ���-�ह��� �ह�, Q�� �$��� �ह�  �
L  

 ����-���� �� ��� ���, Q�� &�3 �ह� �
L, 

 &�3  � ��� �g� ह�, 7�� �ह� ���%� �
L � 

  

 �� ���/ !���� ($�����) . �ह $����� �� ���� �
��  �  
 

 �� L��� ���;  )��� ���� ह��� �� ����  � )��� ���� ह� 
(8�� ��ह �� ���� ह� � ह� �
 �ह �ह� ह�, )�� ����  ,  �2� 1� �
 �हG$�, )�� ह� 
���G$� � 7�� ��ह �����N� �
 �F���� �
q ����  >� ��� ;��7  � �ह
��, �� 
������ ��0� �� V��� ��  $  ��� �� ��@3� ���� ह� � � &=���� �  
 

 F!�*���G (�� ��� +	�� ���+�) . S� ��� �� ����  �. �.1� 
�
��  � ���� �ह 1��� ��F� ���; ह� � 
 

 �� A�.A�.��� �� ��+� (1�© <���) . �� ह�� � )����O�' �ह
��, 
��Y� �ह�� !��� ह� �� (��� �ह�� ���; ��  j� �� ��Y� 7� ह� ��� �� �
��� �� �?�� 
���� ह� � �� (��� �
 �ह�� !������ ��Y�� ह� � �� 7� ��� �� ���� ��j1� ह
 �ह� ह� � 
)� ���O�' �ह
��, ���� �ह ��� ��!� ह� � �ह �ह�� ह� (8�� ��� ����� $�� ह� � 7� 
��� ��  h��f  
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(4) �G �� �
���� �2 कमेट�ज़ ��  ���� �� ���� �ह ��Y�� ह� �� Kह������ ��  � �ह�� 
ह� ��ह�� �����x�%� (��$k ��B��� �����x�%� ��  ��L�-;����� �
 7���  h�- 
N2����
 �G�� �!�� ;��ह  � 7���  ��@ ह� �
 ������ ��j�- )�� ����� ��  �q� �
��f�$3 ह�, )��
 ��  h�-N2����
  �G�� �!�� ;��ह  � 7�� ��ह h��f (16) �� 
;�2-Q�hf�h���%� N2��� Q�F (�� 7RX�E��f ��  � h��f ह� � �ह
�� , �� �� �
 
��� �ह�� �� ;��� ह� � �  � ���  � $��3�G% F���$��� �� ��Y� ���� �� �?�� ���� @� 
>� ����� ��� �Ga� ह� ���%� ��  �G�� ��   j� �� ��Y� ���� �� �?�� ���� @� � ���� 
����U �ह ह� �� �ह�� ��  �F���
��% (8�� ��� �� �ह� ह� ����� ���� ��Y�� �ह ह� �� 
ह�G �ह�� (8�� QF�����a�%� �� �j�� ह� h�C�� ह��� ��� Kह������ �� ����  � 
��! �� m�� ह��� �ह�� �� �ह� ह� � 7���  )��� (��� ��  ��@ (8�� ����3  ह
�� 
�j�� ह� � ;�ह� �ह �FB�ah% ����a�% ह
 �� ���� ��h%� ह
, QF�����a�%� ���� ��  
��  )�� �� �� �� 2 ��� �� ����U ह
�� ;��ह  h�C�� �ह  � ��! 1����C �
 
�ह�� ��  2 �ह��� �G �ह�� ����� >� ���� ���� �� ��� ��G$� �  
 

[F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��,) !�O���� ह,A] 
 

 )����O�' �ह
��, ह���� �q� ����$3 S� ����� K�ह �� �ह�� ��9� ह�  ह�, �� 
)��
  � ����� ��� ������ ;�ह�� ह� � � h�C�� ह���� 1�© <��� �� )��� ��  ��  
���� ��  ��   � ह��� �
$
 �� �
��� �� @� � 7���  ���� �� �� ह� 12��� ��  ��� 
$  �
 )=ह
�� ����� �� �ह �������� ह� �@� �ह �ह� ह
 ��� $� � ह� �
$
 �� )��� 
��h���% ���� �� )��� ��  ��  ���� ���� �� �
L ह�3 �ह� ह� h�C�� �ह �
L �?��� ��  
��  ���� �ह� ह� >� ($� �
L )��� ��  ��  (��� ���� !;3 ����  �� �ह� ह�, �
 
7��� �
L  ���� �ह� ह
�� ;��ह  � ह��� �ह� �� 1� �
��� �
 ��
 � )=हC�� Q�� 
ह� ������ �� ���� �� �ह �������� ह� � �
 ह� �
$ 7� ���� �� ����� K�ह �� �� 
���� � !��� )���   � �
� �� ह���� ���
 �� ���
��� ह
 $�� � 7� <��� 1�© <��� 
��  �
$
 �
 )��� ���� ��  ��   � ����� !�� $�� ह� � ����� ��� 1��� �� ह� �
$
 
�
 ��� ���� @� �ह 1� ����� �G  R���F� ���� ��9� ह� � 7���  ���� ��Y�� ह� �� 
����
 ��R������ ���� ह� �ह �ह� �� �ह� ह� �
 Q�� 1��� �
 F�X��%��� �� ���G$� �
 
�ह�� ��  �
$
 �� F�� ���� �� �ह (8�� ����� �ह� ह
$� � �
 �ह ���� ��Y�� �� ह� �  
 

 h���-29 �� �� ह� �� �%�% �� �
 ह� ���%� ह
�� ह� �
 �
7�% ��W� %��, 
(�F� ��W� %�� ��  ���� �FX%� ��W� %�� ��  �:� �� ह
�� �� �� � 2���� ह
$� � h���-34 
��  ��)%  �F  1�F% ��  � ���� �� ह� � 7��G  � �ह�� �q� ����% ��� �� �ह� ह� � ह� 
7� ���� �� �ह�� �� 1��
 ��3��� �R��G% �� ;���  ह� � ���� �ह ��Y�� ह� �� 1��� 
$��3�G% 7��� (8�� ��� �� �ह� ह� �
 )���  m�� �����G� ;�� �� ह
�� �j��  ह� � 
 �  ����� �����G�  12��� �
 7��� F�X��% ��� � 7� ���� ��� �
 ���� ��!� ह�, 
7��� 1�F% �� �
L �b��h% �ह� ह� � �
 7��� ���� 1��� �ह ��h���% ह� �� ($� 7� 
���� �� �����G� ���_�� �
 �R��G% ��G$� �
 7� ��  h�� �� ह
�� ह� �@� F� �� 
�ह�$� � h�C�� �ह 7���  �� �j�� ह� �� �ह�� 7��� �q� ����% ह� ����� ��
q
 j�  
�� घ��� ह� �@� ह����
 �
 ��%�� �� ��� ह��� ��!� ह� � 7� ���� �� ��3��� �� ���� 
��%� ���� ह� � 1� 7��
 �� ��!G$� Q�� ��Y� )R���  ह� � �����^� ��  ��  ����� �� 
����
%3 �� 7����� ह
 �ह� ह� �ह �Ga� ह� ���%� �� ह
 �ह� ह� � �ह=������ �� ����� 
�
$ �� �ह� ह� ह��� �
 �Ga� ह� �� ��  �� <�7��% �� ��  
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�� , �
 )��
 ह� ��  � ��� ��  ���� �� �ह�� ह� (8�� ह
$� � ����� 50 ���
 �� �
 
��� �ह� ह�1 ह�, �ह �� �� ������� �� �� ��h���% ����  ह
 $�� >� 7� ��ह �� 
ह������� �� �ह�� 2��7% )q��� �� ��� ह�1 ह� � 1� ह� ���%� �%�% �� ह� � 
;={���� ���F�  �� ������ �G �
 ह��� �� ह� �ह�� 1� �ह=������ �G  � ��ह�� ह� 
ह�m� ह� �
$
 �� ����� ह� � Q�� ह� ह�m� ह� �%�% �� ���$� �
 ह
$� 1� ह� �
$ 
��! �ह� ह� �� ह��� �� �
 ��� ���� 1L ह�, 7��� )��� (8�� (8�� ह
$� � 1� ह� 
�
$ ��! �ह� ह� �� ह��� �� �
 ��� ���� 1L ह�, 7��� )��� (8�� ���� ह� � 7���  
��@-��@ �: ���% >� ��7% �G ��9� ह�  ���@�C �� ��h���% ���� ह� � , h�C�� �: ����3 �� 
�k �ह� ह� �  ����� ��!� ह� �� ह� �� ���� ���� �
$
 �
 ����F� h�C �� �� �ह� ह� ?  
�ह ����F� ���
 �� ���� ;��ह  �  Q�� ���G ����� �� 1 �ह� ह� � �� ��� �� $������ 
���� ह� � �� �ह=������ ��  (��� 20 ��
q ������� ह� � �������
 �
 ��23  �� ��� 
�� ����F� �� ��  �ह� ह� �
 ����F� �� �� �ह� ह� �ह 150 ��
q ��  (��� ह� �� �� 
�ह� ह� � �� �ह ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� ���� ��F3 �� �m�� (�� �� �
$ 1�G$�, ���� ����C ��  
��� �
$
 �
 ह� ����G$� �� �ह=������ ह���� ��� ह� �� 1�� ���� ���0�C �
 
����F� �� �ह� ह� � ��B��� �� a�� �� >� ���� �������� �� �� ह� �� ���� ���� 
���0�C �
 ����F� �ह� �� �� �ह� ह� � 1� �ह=������ ��, ह���� ह��� �� �������
 
�
 ����F� ����  ��  हf �� ��� �ह�  ह� � ���̂ �� $��3�G% �� �
 ����F� �� ���� @� 
, )��
 ����7%�F  �� % �� ����� �� �k��� >� (�  �F�  �� ����� है, 7��� 
ह���� �ह ;�ह� ह� �� �ह  हf ���0�C �
 >� u���� ����F� <��� ��� � 1=© 
<��� �� ��j��� �����^� ���� �ह�� ह�, )� �� ह���� 1=© <��� �� ह��� �� 400 
��
q j��� !;3 �� �ह� ह� � (�� ह����  � ��@� �� �ह� �� �� R� ���� �� �� ����� 
���� !;3 ��� � �ह (8�� ह� �� �����^� �� !;U ���� ��� � ह���� ��� ��  �
$ 
����� u���� ����-��9 ��G$�, )��� ��� ��&�G$� � (8�� ह� �
$ ����-��9 �� ���G$� �
 
�� (8�� ����� �� ���G$� � h�C�� �
 1���  ����-��9 �� l��� �ह�$� , �ह $�� ��� 
�� ��� ह
 ����$� � �ह ;�ह� ����� �� ���G ;�हG �B��� �G ����, ;�ह� ;;3 �� ����, ;�ह� 
$�ªV��� �� ���� �� ;�ह� �हd �� ����  �  )��
 �ह�� ���� ��  � (8��  �����  ह��� �� 
�� ह
 ����$� , �
 �ह (8�� ह� � 7� �� ����  �
 �%X�T� �ह� ���� ;��ह  �� 
�������
 �
 ह� ��0� ��  ��  �
 ����F� �� �� �ह� ह� � ��  1� 2«  �� �
� �ह� 
ह� � �� �ह=������ �� �������
 �
 ह� ��0� ��  ��  �
 ����F� �� �� �ह� ह�, �ह 
���� >� ���� �� �ह� �� �� �ह� ह� � �ह�� �� ����� �� ������� �ह�� �� �� �ह� ह�, �� 
�ह�� �� ���� �ह �ह� ह� �� ह���� ह��� �� ह���� ��  �ह�� (8�� ��� �� �ह� ह� � �� 
��0� �� �
 ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� F�k �? ��
q j��� �� �ह=������  �� ������� �ह�� 
�� ���� (��� ��� �� ह��� �� �� �
  F��%�7��G% 7��� ����C �� �� �ह� ह� )��� 
 F�%�7��G% �
 1�  � ��
q j��� !;3 ����  �� �ह� �� ���� ह� � ($� �ह 
����F� F�k �? ��
q �� �k��� ��� �? ��
q j���  �� ���� �q� �
 ह���� ह��� �� 
�
 ���� �ह� ह%�� ;��ह  � 7���  ��  �
 �� ��� ���� �j�� ह�, �ह ���� ���� 
;�ह  � 1� ह� �
$
 ��  ��� ��3&�3 , R��;� �����h% ���� �� %�7� ह� � 1� ह� 
�
$ �ह�� �� ��� ��� ���� ��  ��  ��9� ह� >� ����� �� ��Y�� ह� �
$
 �� ��  ह�, 
�����  7���  1�F% ह
�� ह� 1�F% ��  ��  ������ �����G� ���_��  � �!�� ह� 
>� 1L  � (2�� h�C�� �FB�ah% ����a�% �ह�$�, ���h%� ���$� �
 �ह (��� 
�� %; �� �ह�$� � 1� �ह�� �� �FX�
��J� �
 ��9� ���� ह�, h�C�� ����  � ����� �� 
1��
 7���  �� ह� 1���  �� ��  � �
� �� �ह�� �� ह������� �� ���� �� ��� ह�1 
ह� � ह� �
$
 �� �ह�� ���� �ह�� ��h���% ��, ����  ���� �� )��
 ��h���% ��, �����  
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�हd ह�1 �  �2� 1���  ��� 1�� , �ह 7�%���% �� ह
�� ह� � �ह�� �� �ह  R����F� ���� 
��9G$�, �� �
$ �ह�� �� �FX�
���� �� ��� ��G$� �  � ��! 1��� �� �
 �ह��� ��  (��� 
�ह�� �� ���� >� �ह�� �� ���� 1�� , 7��� 7����� ���� ��  ��  Q�� 12���3 �
 
�$��� ;��ह  , ����G Q�� ���3 ���� �� �u�� ह
 >� �%e�� ���� �ह�� �
 ह���� 
ह��� �� ह�,  �F�  �� ����� ह�, 7��
 ��!�� ह� �� 1�� ���� ���
 �� ह� ���0�C �
 
�� �� ��%� �x�� �� ���� ह: � ह� �
$ ¬f ��0� �G �� ��  ह� ��� 7R<���G% �� ���� 
ह�, 7���  ��   � j%�� <
^��  ����� ;��ह  � )��G �
 ह��� �ह�� ����$�, )��� 
ह���� �ह=������ �G �¬���� �ह?� ���$� � �
 ह� ��  ���� ����$�, )��G �� !������ ह�, 
�ह ���� �ह�� �
q��  � (8��  7���� ���� 1 $� ।   � (8�� ��ह?� ����� ��  
��  �: �ह ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� ह���� �
 ����^R� ��j��� ���� ह� , �ह�� �� 1�© <��� 
�� ह� �
$
 �� ह��� �� ;�� �? ��
q j�  ������ !;3 �� �ह� ह�  � �� �ह� �ह�� 
;�ह�� ह� � �� �� � 20 ��
F ������� ह�� ह� �
$
 �
 (�� h��� �� �%:� �� �� $�� 
ह�� ह� �
$
 ��  ��  �
L ����v�� �ह� ह�- ��. ��� ��  ��  ����v�� ह� , ��F���F 
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�� �
�� $��..('��(�� )... 
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���
 �
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 >� 
�
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 ��� 1� ��  
ह�, 7���  � (8�� ��ह?� ���$� � ����� K�ह �� �� �
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$C �� ��� �� ह� – 
h�C�� 1� �ह ����� �j�� @�, 7���  �� 1��
 ��� ���� �ह� @� – !��� 1���  
 � 2
� �� ह���� �ह�� �� ��� ह�1 � ������� �� ��  �ह�� �� �;�� ��� �G �
 ह���� 
���7% �ह� ह�L @�, �ह ��j ह�L � 7���  �: �ह �ह�� ;�ह�� ह� � �� ���̂ �� ��   

236 



[8 May, 2002] RAJYA SABHA 
 

���3��� �� �� ����7%�F �� % ��  ���3��� ��  �.F�. . $��3�G% ��  ���3��� �� u���� 
�Bb�F� ���� �� ��� ह�1 ह� � 7���  (����i �
 ���%� ����� $�� ह�, �x%�� ���� 
7� �:a� ह� ���%� ��  ��� �E��3 �� ह
�� ;��ह  h�C�� �%�J� �G ���� <��& ��!�� �� 
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 �� A�.A�.��� �� ��+�;  �ह������� �G ह� �
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 F!�*���G (�� ����N!�� ��, ) . ���� (8�� ���G 1� �ह�� �ह ;���  ह� � 
7���  (��  ���X� ����  �  
 

 �� A�.A�.��� �� ��+�;  7���  ह� �
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(�� ���� ह: >� �ह�� ;�ह�� ह: �� �ह ह� �� ����� ह� 7���  7� ����& �� 1� 
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 �� ��� ����  �  
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��, ) . 9�� ��� ह�, ���� ���G ��ह  ����� �
-
�
 ��� �ह� ��ह  �  
 

 �� A�.A�.��� �� ��+�; 7���  ��@ ह� �: (��� ��cT ���X� ���� ह� � 
>� $������ ���� ह� � �� 7� ��� �
 �EF���L ����  7�� ��� ��G �  

SHRI SK. KHABIR UDDIN AHMED (West Bengal): Mr. Vice 

Chairman, Sir, thank you very much for having given me this opportunity to 

participate in the discussion on the Haj Committee Bill, 2000. Sir, as a 

Member of this House from West Bengal, this is my maiden speech. I seek 

your cooperation. 
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5.00 P.M. 

I would request the Government to enlighten me about the rules and 

regulations proposed in the Bill. I would like to know whether action has 

already been taken, in line with the Act, in every State Haj Committee, in 

consultation with the Central Government? While supporting the Haj 

Committee Bill, 2000, I would like to raise the following points for your 

consideration. 

Firstly, the number of Indian pilgrims has increased, from about 

24,000 in the year 1992 to 72,000 in the year 2000. In this connection, I would 

like to point out that though the number of pilgrims is increasing, but their 

facilities and benefits are reducing. 

Secondly, the air fare for the Haj pilgrims is subsidised. The subsidy 

for Haj 2000 was Rs. 137 crores. It is the same since 1992. The subsidy given 

earlier by the Government could not meet their needs fully. Now, even that is 

being reduced in a phased manner. So, they are not able to meet their needs. 

My third point is regarding the issuance of passport, visa and foreign 
currency. It is centralised at Delhi and Mumbai. Earlier, the Haj pilgrims 

demanded decentralisation of the system so that they do not suffer, they are 

not put trouble, and could avail of this facility from their home State. If it is 
decentralised, they can easily meet their requirements from their home States 

instead of rushing to Delhi or Mumbai. Therefore, I urge upon the Government 

to consider decentralisation of the prevalent system. 

The Haj pilgrims are facing the following difficulties. First, 

accommodation facilities at Jeddah are not comfortable. Second, the 

Government of India deputes 400 officials to Saudi Arabia for two-three 

months during the Haj season, including a 250-member Medical Mission for 

rendering general and medical assistance to Indian pilgrims. But this can 

hardly meet the requirements of the Haj pilgrims. In this connection, Sir, I 

would like to remind you about the fire incident during the last Haj. Some of 

the Indian pilgrims sustained burns and some died. But, it is a matter of regret 

that proper attention has not been paid to that. Third, the number of pilgrims 

travelling by air or chartered flights is gradually increasing. The embarkation 

points are not sufficient for the pilgrims.    The number of 
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embarkation points has to be increased. Fourth, the aab-e-zam zam, that is, 

the sacred water, is not allowed to be carried in the same flight. This sacred 

water is carried in another flight, which creates discontent among the pilgrims. 

Sometimes, the pilgrims do not even get their sacred water. This aspect may 

also please be looked into by the Government. Lastly, Sir, may I request that 

one Haj office may be opened in every State headquarters, and necessary 

finances may kindly be provided by the Centre for this purpose. With these 

words, I conclude, Sir. Thank you very much.  
 

 �� %�!�	�� �,C�S (!TU� �	��� ) . ��F�� ���; ह� � 
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��, ) . ����� 1��� ��F�� ह
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�� �ह�����C ��  ���� �f� (��� ����C �G )��� ��ह���� �!���� �� 7����� �� 
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����� �
��2 �� $������ �j� $� �� ���- -��� 1�  )�� �
% ��G  � ह���� ���� �G 
ह� ��  ��� ह� ��� ह� ����� � ह
�� ह� ����G ह� ��  ��!� �
!� �
 (��� ��  ����� 
��� ���� ���� ह� � ह����C �� ������G ह� ��� (����  �?� �� 1�� ह� � ���� ��  
������� �G, �ह�� �ह��-�ह�� ��  ������� ��, ह��L �ह��� ��  ������� �G, (���� 
(�� ���� ��  ������� �G, (2��
 ��  l��ह�� ��  ������� �G >� �ह=������ �� �G �ह  
<
��$GF� ह
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†Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is available in the Hindi version 
of the debate. 
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 SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 

and my colleagues, first of all, let me thank our dynamic leader, Chief 

Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi ThaJaivi, who has nominated me as a 

Member of this House. With her blessings, I commence my maiden speech. 

First, I welcome the Bill, and support the Bill also. I want to say something 

about pilgrimage. India is a secular country, which is home to more than 130 

million Muslims.    Indian Muslims constitute the second largest Muslim 
community in the world. The Haj is incumbent upon all adult Muslims of 

sound mind with the necessary physical capacity and financial capability. "" 

Successive Indian Governments have extended assistance to the Indian 

Muslims to perform the Haj. H indicates a commitment of the Government to 

provide all the facilities to enable the Indian Muslims to fulfil their religious 

obligations smoothly. In this connection, I would like to express my gratitude 

to the Ministry of State for External Affairs for showing interest in the welfare 

of Haj pilgrims and enhancing the quota from 65,000 to 72,000 to 

accommodate all applicants from India during Haj-2002. I earnestly hope that 

with the help of Government of India we would enjoy the same facility in the 

coming Haj-2003 season as well. 

The quota for Haj-2002, for Indian pilgrims proceeding for Haj, 

through State Haj Committees, was fixed at 72,000. This was distributed to 

each State based on its Muslim population. But in some States, the number of 

applications received is much more than the quota allocated to them, while 

some other States have not utilised the quota fully. Hence, I strongly urge the 
Government of India to allocate the quota based on the average number of 

pilgrims who performed Haj, in the last five years, from each State, instead of 

fixing quota based on population and reallocating every year based on lesser 

applications received from other States. 

Sir, the State Hajj Committees are deputing about one or two 

representatives to Saudi Arabia for selection of buildings every year, by 

incurring huge expenditure, as required by the Government of India. In this 

connection, I wish to point out that a resolution was passed a couple of years 

back, in the All India Haj Conference that the cost of air ticket of one of the 

members deputed by the State Haj Committees for selection of buildings will 

be reimbursed by the Central Haj Committee, but this resolution has been put 

in a cold storage and has not been implemented so far. I request that, based 

on the above resolution, the cost of air ticket for one member, at least, may be 

borne by the Central Haj Committee and implemented from Haj-2003 season. 
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It is learnt that some of the buildings are located on hillocks in which 

Haj pilgrims are accommodated at Mecca. I request that such buildings should 

not be selected in future. 

It is also understood that pilgrims from different States are 

accommodated in single rooms in various buildings. This causes problem in 

the movement of Hajis to Madina and other places in groups, because it takes 

a long time for picking up Hajis from different buildings and causes delay in the 

arrival of Hajis at Madina, thereby depriving them to perform 40 times prayers. 

Hence, it is suggested that pilgrims from each State may be given 

accommodation in buildings located in a cluster, so as to overcome this 

problem. It is also learnt that the Building Selection Team members deputed by 

various State Haj Committees were not allowed to inspect the buildings at 

Madina. As a result, there were a lot of complaints about the quality of 

accommodation at Madina. Hence, it is suggested that the members of 

Building Selection Team be allowed to inspect the buildings at Madina as well, 

and select buildings based on their suitability. 

Sir, the State Haj Committees at various embarkation points have 

to incur huge expenditure, for making arrangements like transport facility to 

airport ahd back, deployment of seasonal staff, hiring of vehicles, telephone, 

fax charges, etc. But the Central Haj Committee reimburses only Rs. 100 

per pilgrim towards transport charges without taking into account other 

actual expenses. State Haj Committees have been making representations 

in the matter, and it is suggested that the rate of reimbursement may be 

enhanced from Rs. 100/- to Rs. 150/- per pilgrim so that the deficit could be 

covered. I would also like to point out that some State Haj Committees 

meet their administrative expenditure from the administrative grant 

sanctioned by their respective State Governments, which is sometimes not 

sufficient to meet the expenses in full. They have to undertake various 

activities, as per the periodic guidelines issued by the Central Haj 

Committee, which include conducting of qura, wherever necessary, 

conducting   of  inoculation   programme  at  the  district   level,   conducting 
orientation camps, making supporting arrangements for operation of Haj flights 

etc. All these activities require deployment of seasonal staff and involve a huge 

expenditure. This has increased in recent years. It is, therefore, requested that 

the subsidy payable to State Haj Committees towards administrative 

expenditure may be enhanced from Rs.100 to Rs.200 per pilgrim, from the 

coming Haj-2003. 
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Sir, during Haj-2002, the Ministry of External Affairs had called for 

nominations for deputing staff to work in the Indian Haj Offices at Mecca and 

Madina, but very few got selected from among those nominated by State Haj 

Committees. It is unfortunate that though nominations are called for from 

State Government employees, none of them is selected by the Government of 

India. It is, therefore, suggested that suitable persons for the posts of Haj 

Officers, Assistant Haj Officers and Haj Assistants may be selected from those 

nominated by State Governments or State Haj Committees, at least from Haj-

2003, so that there will be represetnation of varous State Government 

employees and pilgrims. As a result, the welfare of the pilgrims could be taken 

care of in a better manner during their stay at Mecca and Madina. 

The Government of India deputes a Medical Mission to Saudi Arabia 

during the Haj season. Though nominations are called for from the State 

Governments, very few are selected from among the employees of the State 

Governments. Medical and para-medical staff from other Ministries of the 

Government of India manage to get the deputation. Pilgrims often complain of 

poor service by the medical teams. I, therefore, request that members of the 

Medical Mission may be selected from among those nominated by the State 

Governments and deputed along with the pilgrims from their respective 

States, for a more effective service. 

Regarding deputation of volunteers, the Governmet of India have 

formulated certain guidelines, according to which Government employees 

alone could be deputed as volunteers. The pilgrims need guidance on 

performing religious rituals, as part of Haj. They find that deputation of 

religious scholars as volunteers is also necessary. Hence, I request the 

Government of India to allow religious scholars such as Ulemas to be deputed 
as volunteers, at least up to 50 per cent of the total number. 

It is learnt that pilgrims of each State are brought under more than 

one Moallim, which causes a great hardship to the pilgrims. It is, therefore, 

suggested that pilgrims from one.State may be allotted to a particular Moallim, 

for ease of coordination and assistance. The services of the Moallims and 

their response requires a considerable improvement. I request the 

Government of India to take up the matter with the Saudi authorities so that 

the services of Moallims can be improved. 

It is seen that some of the officials handling Haj affairs in the Ministry 

of External Affairs and at the Consulate General of India, Jeddah, are not well-

versed in Islamic practices and Haj rituals.   I am sure there is 
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no dearth of Muslim officials to be posted there for handling Haj affairs. Hence, 
I request that Muslim officials well-versed in Islamic practices and Haj rituals 
may be posted there for handling Haj affairs. 

 

Beforfe winding up my speech, I want to mention some of the steps 

taken by our hon. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister. She has announced an amount 

of Rs.52 lakhs for construction of the Wakf Board office in Tamil Nadu. Our 

hon. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister also made arrangements for issue of foreign 

exchange to the pilgrims at their starting point, namely, Chennai itself, instead 

of issuing foreign exchange at Jeddah. I will take just one more minute, Mr. 

Vice-Chairman. Our leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi has nominated two Muslim 

ladies in two essential services, one as the Wakf Board Chairman and the 

other as a Service Commission member. I wholeheartedly support the Bill, I 

also request the Government to extend similar facilities to devotees of other 

religions also. In Tamil Nadu, my Chief Minister has announced a special 

Annadhana scheme. Devotees of the Hindu Religion who go to temples for 

Darshan are given free and sumptuous meals at the temples. This has 

received widespread appreciation from everybody. I 
r
equest the Central 

Government to help in such programmes of the State with liberal grants. Thank 

you. 

SHRI M.A. KADAR (Tamil Nadu): I thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, 

Sir, for giving me this opportunity. I wholeheartedly welcome the Bill. I 

sincerely hope that the Bill will achieve its purpose. It is really heartening 

that the Bill is going to be enacted after a long wait. The Bill has provided 

for six zones. The existing six zones may be increased to ten zones for 

better management. A large number of pilgrims are benefited from Tamil 

Nadu. The selection of Haj pilgrims is made on the basis of draw of lots. 

Elderly people who are eager to go on Haj pilgrim are sometimes denied 

their chance due to the draw of lots. Therefore, I request that the elderly 

people should be given priority over youngsters. Suitable modifications in the 
selection procedure must be made to enable the elderly people to go on 

pilgrimage. 

In Tamil Nadu, Chennai is the only place of embarking for Haj 

pilgrims. Madurai is the most convenient place for pilgrims from the southern 

part of Tamil Nadu. Madurai has an airport. Therefore, I request that Madurai 

should also be made an embarkation point. With these words, I support the 

Bill.  Thank you. 
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 ���� �k� ह� � �� �ह ��� �j� �ह��$� �� 7��G 
����� �� �ह�� u���� �!�  ह� � ह� ;�f �G �Ga� $��3�G% >� �%�% $��3�G% �� 
��� �� $L ह�  � ह� �F���� �G �Ga� $��3�G% >� �%�% $��3�G% �� �!� �ह�$� � 
�ह �!� ($� @
q� �� ह
 �
 ��Y� �$�� ह� �� ��2� ����0 �����  �� �ह ���%� 
��� �� �� $� �  
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 )����O�' �ह
��,  � ��� ���-��� �ह�� �
NxF���� ��  ���� �G �ह� �� �ह� 
ह� � 7��� �
L �� �ह� ह� �� ह� ���%� �� �
� ��23  ��� �� ह� ����� �ह�� ह� >� �ह�� �� 
ह���� 7��F�� ���� ह� 7� ह� ���0�C �� ��!��! ���� ह� >� 7� �
�C ���%��
 ��  ��; 
�
L �
NxF�� �ह� �ह�� ह�  ����� �
$
 �
 �ह�� ������� ह
�� ह� � �
�
  �-����� ��  
�!��2 ������ ���� �ह�� ह� � �ह ��� ���� ��ह� �� �� )9�L >� N������� !�� 1f�� 
��ह� �� �� �ह�  � ���� A��� �� ����� ��0��� �
 7���  ��; �
L Q�� �
NxF���� �� 
���%� ���� ���� ;��ह  ���� 7��G  ��ह�� �
1xF���� ह
 ���  � 7���  �� � �G�� �ह�� �हG, 
Q�� �� � l���@� ���� ;��ह  �  
 

 �ह
��, ���-���  � ����� �Bb�F� �
 ���� ह
�� ह� � ह������ 7��� ����� �
����� Q������ �����a� �� ह� ����� �ह ��� ���-��� )9�L �� �ह� ह� �� �Bb�F� �� ���� 
;��ह  �� �ह� �� ���� ;��ह  �� ����� �� ���� ;��ह  �  (��  ह� ��  ��  1��-���� �� 
�%�% 12,000 j�  �G ����� ह� � ��; �G  � <���� 1�� @� �� 7��
 �k��� 16,000 j�  
�� ���� ��  , �
 �� �� � !;3 �� 1&� ह� � ����� )� <���� �
 �t �� ���� $�� � �� 7� 
����� �G �ह� �q�� ;�ह�� ह� � �� �Bb�F� ��  ��  �� � �� ��  � ��  � ������ ;� �ह� ह� �
 
�ह ����  �ह�� ;��ह  � �� � �
$
 �� ��Y�� ह� �� ($� ह� ��  ��  �Bb�F� �� ���� ह� �
 �ह 
���� �ह�� ;��ह   � �� � �
$
 �� ��Y�� ह� �� ($� ह� ��  ��  �Bb�F� �� ���� ह� �
  �
 
����� &�/ ��  ��@3�@� ह�, �ह�� ���� ��  ��  �� �� ���� ;��ह  � �ह ��3  ����� ह� � �ह ������ 
;��� �ह� ह� >� 7��� �ह�� �� �
$
 �� ��� )9��� ह� � ��(�� 7� ���  �� 7��F�� ह� 
��0�C �� ��ह �� ह� ����2�  �G 1L ह� � ���� �ह�� ह�  �� 7� �Bb�F� �
 ���� �!�� ;��ह  
����� 7��G �
 ���
&� ह
�� ;��ह  �  � �
 �ह ���
&� ह
�� ;��ह  �� �
 l�Bi �ह�� ��� 
ह� ��  ��  �� �ह� ह
 , �ह �Bb�F� ��23  )�� ह� �� ���� ;��ह  � �
 l�Bi ह� ��� ह� ��  
��  ���� ह� , )��
 �ह �Bb�F� �ह� �� ���� ;��ह  � h�C�� �
 $��� �� $��� 1��� ह� �ह 
 � ��� ह� �� 1�� ह� >�  �2� ह���� ��  ��  ह��� �ह���� ह� >� (��� $��� �G 1��� 
��!  �� �ह�� ह� � �
 �
 �ह�� ��� �� �ह� ह� ��23  )��
 ह� �Bb�F� �� ��  � �����, 7� �
$
 
��  � ����F3 ��� ���� ��  �
 ह�L 7��� �̂� �G ह� �� �
 7��� %�h� ��L ह� )� �
$
 �
 �ह 
�Bb�F� �ह� �� ��  � �� �
 ($� ��हj! !�� >� 1��� !��  �� 7� �Bb�F�  ��  ��  
�हG �
 )��
 �� 7��� ह� ह� � ���� A��� �� �ह �ह� �ह� ह� � (�� ह�L 7��� �̂� ��  �
$
 �
 
�ह �Bb�F� �ह� ����� ;��ह  � �ह� ���� �ह�� ह� � �: (��� ��� �
 �ह� ���X� ���� ह� � � 
���W�� �  
 

 �� �	�� ��<!�;  )����O�' ��, ��´�� F�k घ�%� �� ह� ���%� ��  ������ 
�� ��&�� ���� ��  ��  >� ����x��� ���� ��  ��  �
 ��&��� ���� $�� ह�, )� �� ;;U ह
 
�ह� ह� � ��Y� �q� !��� ह�, �: ��� ���T �
 ���� @
q� ��� ��  ��  1��
��� @�, )� ���T
 ��  
m�� ���� �ह�� ��  �i� S� ����� ��h� �� �� @
q� �� <��� F��� � �: ��I% �� ��� �� � �: 
7���� ��  �!��2 ह�� , � ������� ��  �!��2 ह�� >� � ह� ह� ������ ��  �!��2 ह��  � ����� 
7� ��� �G �ह�� ��  �: �
� ;��� ह� �  �� ($� �: ���� ;�f ��  �!��2 ह�� �
 ह� ��0� �
 
����� V��� <��
��� ���� ��  �!��2 ह�� � ह�G �q� $�3 ��!���� ���� ह� �� �ह  � ��h���� 
��� ह�, ��� &�/ �
 ���� ��� ���� ���� ह� �  �2� ��Y� ��Y �G �ह� 1�� �� �E��
��%� ��  
��� �� �� ��B��� ���� �� ���� ������ ��  ������� ह����  ���� �q� 1���� ह� 7� ��� �� �� 
�ह $��� ह� �� )���  � �ह�� ��@3 �@� ह�  
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7� ��� �� ह� �c3 �b�F� �� �� �ह� ह� � ����� ��� �$�$ 150 �� 140 ��
q ��  
1���� �Bb�F� �� $L � ��Y� �$�� ह� �� �ह $�� ह
 �ह� ह� � �������� �?�  �� 7� 
��� ��  ���� �
 ��;�� ���� ह� �: )� ��� ��  �!��2 ह�� � ����� ��0� �� ������ � ह
 �: 
7� ��� ��  ��@3� �� �
% ���$� ($� �
K%$ ह
$� , h�C�� �: ����� �� ����� ह��, 
����� �� �ह��� ह� � �  
 

 )����O�' ��, ���� ��� �� � 2�$�3 ह� � 1994 �G 5 ह��� j�  �Bb�F� �� 
���� @�, 1995 �G 5500 j�  ह
 $L , 1996 �G 7403 j�  @� >� 1997 �G 14 ह��� ह
 
���� ह� � ����� ��� ���� 2001 �G 20606 j�  �� �� $L � �� �������� �?� �� 
�Bb�F� ��  ���� ��  �!��2 ह�� � �����  �2� ��  ����� ��  (��� �
 �0�;�� ;� 
�ह� ह�, �
 l��ह�� ;� �ह� ह� 7� �Bb�F� ��  <_� ��, )��� N� ��0� �ह
�� �� 
O��� 1�xc� �j� $� � �� � ��� �ह�� �$�$ 22 ���, 2001 �
 2�7�G� �����a� �� 
��2 �� �����  �� �� ����$ ��  ���  � �;��  $L � )� �;%9� �G ��!� ह�� 
 

"With-reference to your letter dated.... regarding the Cabinet Note on 

phased reduction in subsidy, the following are the comments of the 

Ministry duly approved by the Finance Minister". 
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ) . �;�� �� �
% �� �ह� ह� ?  
 

 �� �	�� ��<!�;  ह�� , �� �
% �� �ह� ह� � >� �: )��
 1@��%�� % �� �� 
���� ह� � �  

"The Ministry concurs with the proposal to fix subsidy at Rs. 16,303 

per pilgrim for 2002, which is, 50% of the estimated pilgrimage fare 

for May, 2001.   However, a timebound schedule..." 
 

2� uF ���� �� �
 ���� ह� �
 ��� � �ह �ह� ह� �� 16 ह��� >� 12 ह��� ह� �Bb�F� �� 
�� �ह� ह� � 2�7�G� �����a� �� ��2 �� ��!� $�� �� ������ �
 ह� ��� �k�$�  
����� ����  ��  ��@-��@ ����� �� �Bb�F� �� ह� ��� �k� �ह (8��  ��� �ह� ह� � 
1� �Bb�F� 2�h� ���G � ह� ���0�
 �
 �
 2� �� ���� �q�� ह� ($� )��� ��q� 
�k�� ह� �
 �
L ����2 �ह� ह� � ����� �� �ह� ���� � ($� 1��� �Bb�F� 2�h� 
���� �
 )���  ��� �
 1&� �ह��� �; �ह� ह� �ह 2� �� �q�$� �
 �ह ��B��� ���� 
�
 ���� ;��ह  � ����� ���
$�� �� ���U¨��� Q�� B�@�� ह� �� �ह�� �� �� ���� 
$�� �� ��B��� ���� 12 ह��� �� u���� �ह� ��$� � ���� �
 �� ���� घ% �ह� ह�, �
 �� 
���� �; �ह� ह� �� �� �
 ��  � �ह��� �; �ह� ह� �ह ����� ��$� , 7�� ��ह �� 
�Bb�F� ह� ��� �k �ह� ह� � ह����  �ह�� �ह ह� �� ($� �Bb�F� ���� ह�, �������� 
�?� �� �: 7���  �!��2 ह�� , �:  <�� �ह� ���� ,  �2� �� ($� ����� , ���� �� ���� 
��h� �� �� �ह� ��  � ��R��� ;�� 1 �ह� ह�,  �2� �� 7� ��R��� �
 1$� �k��� ह� 
����� �
 �
 �� �� �� �Bb�F�  � �$ह �� �� ���� 2�h� �� ��,  � (��)% �
�2h� �� �� � �ह 2�7�G� �����a� �� K;�� ह� >� �ह K;�� �ह�� ह� �������� ह� 
h�C�� 7� ��� �� 7������ ���� ��ह �� ��U� ह
 �ह� ह� � ����� ���U��
 �G ��� 
��ह �� !;U �k�� ;�� �� �ह� ह� )��� ��* ��0� ������ ह�, ����� ������ ह� >� 
������� ����� ह� ��� ���  !��� ह�, ��@ ���� ह� �� ��� ��ह �� ����� 
���U��
 �G !;U �k �ह� ह� )��G �%?�� �� ����$� , !;v �� �� a
� ����  
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����$�, )��
 ���B=0� ���� ����$� � Q�� B�@�� �G ��* ��0��� �� ��2 �� �
 
 � ������ 1�� @�, )� ������ �
 ���� ���� ;��ह  , ����� ���U¨��� �ह� ���� 
�� �ह� ह� � �: 1$� ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� �� � �
$
 �� ��3  ह� �� ��ह� �ह ��7�
��%� 
ह�, 7���  ��@ =��� ���� ���� ;��ह  � 9�� ह� =��� ���  , ����� 7� ��� �G >� �� 
��7�
��%�� ह�, ��! ���� ह�, �WB_;��  ���� ह�, ��23  ��7�
��%�� �� ��� 
���� ह� �
 ��! ���� �� (��� ������ ��ह� �������� �G ह� � h�� ��!
 ��  
������ ��ह� �� ��@3  ��0� ��  ��  ���� ����� �
L (��� ��2 �� �
��� 
�����$� ? �
L ���3W� �����$�, h� )��
 �
L ���'T ��$� ? Q�� �
L l���@� 
����� �;��-�;�� �c3 �G �ह� ह�L ह� � �ह ���̂ �� ��  f���� �G �ह� ह�1, 7��� ��Y� 
�
L ��! �ह� ह� � ����� �� �� �� ह���� ����� 7� ��;�� �
, 7� ��3W� �
 
(��� ह�@ �G �� � ����� ��� , ��%��� ��%� �� <_� ह� � ��%��� ��%� (��� 1� �G  � 
�हg���T3 �$ह ह�, �ह ���0�� ��@3-�@� ह� � �ह�� �� �� @��� ���� ��  �
$ ���� 
ह�, )��� �ह�� �� 1�@� ह�, ����� ����� �� ��2 �� Q�� �
L �
��� �ह� ह� � �ह� 
��� �ह=��N� �� �
 )=हG �
L �����  ���� �ह� ह� � 7� ��� �G �ह=��N ��  �' �G �
���, 
��R<����� ह
�� ह� � �� ���-�����
�� ;�7�� �� ह�, �
$ ���� ह� � ह� ���  � ��! 
��  1���� �
$ ���� ह�, �� (��� ���� �� ��� ह�, ���� ����� �� ��2 �� ���� �� �
L 
����c 7����� �ह� ह
�� ह� � )�%� ����F� �� ��� �
q� , �� ��� �����
�� �� ��0� 
���� ���� ह� �ह=�� �� ���F�� %��% ��  ��� �� 36 ह��� j��� ���� ���� ह� � >� ($� 
1� ���F�� %��% �G (�2�% ह
 $��, (�
¨� ����� ह� , �
 �ह 36 ह��� j��� �� 
���� �ह� ����� ह� �  � ��2 �����  � ���� �� ��@3 ��0� �� ���-��� ह��� 
j��� <�� ��0� !;3 �� �ह� ह�, F�k �? ��
q j��� !;3 �� �ह� ह� >� ����� ��2 
($� �ह=�� ���� ���� ;�ह�� ह�, �ह=�� ��@3 ��0� �� ��� �����
�� ���� ;�ह�� ह� 
�
 )��� ���� �� �b� �� ���� ���� ह� � �ह  �
 ���-��� �� ���� ह� �ह !g� ह
�� 
;��ह  � ह� �q� $�3 �� �ह�� ह� �� ह� ��h���� ह� �  � ��h���� ��� �G �ह �
 ������ 
�� ���� ह�, 7� ���� �� �: ���
& ���� ह� �, 7� ���� �� �: ��c�& ���� ह� � � ��� ��� 
(�
O�� �G ��� ���� �� ���� ह
 �ह� @� तो �� �N ��  � 1�2�� �ह�� �� ;�� $��, 
)� ���� �
 ������ ���� ��  ��  �
 1$ �$ $L � ���� (!���C �� ह���� 1�
;�� 
ह
 $L , ����� �� (�
;�� ह
 $L �� �� �� <�7������%� ���U�� �� (�&���� �ह�� 
�� ���� ह� , �ह  � ��h���� ��� �G �� �� ह
 ���� ह�,  � ��h���� ����� �� �� �� 
���� ह� � �: ����� ह� � �� ह� ��� �� Q�� B�@�� ह� �� �� �� ह� �� ��  �
L ����� 
���� ह� �
 )� ����� �� ������� 7� ��� �� ��$��� )µ�� ��0� �� >� �
L �� 
��B��� ��0� ह
�� ह�, �ह ह�� Y�F� ��!��� ह� � ������� 7� ��ह �� =���  �� 7��F�� 
�� ��2 �� ����� �� ���� ह� �Shri Syed Shahnawaz Hussain flags of the Haj 

flight from the Kozhikode Airport. Syed Shahnawaz Hussain, Minsiter of Civil 
Aviation flaged of the first Haj flight from the Kozhikode Airport today. 
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��, ) . (� 1� ��7�F-(� ���  �  
 

 �� �	�� ��<!�;  ��, ��Y� ��7�F-(� ���� ह� �q�$� � h�C�� 7��� �q�� 
��� �ह�� ��  ��� ��Y� ��7�F-(� ह� ���� ��  ��  �ह� ���� ह� �  
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 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��,) . ���� ��9� >� �q�� ��� �� �ह� ह� � 
1���  ��� 4 ���% �� ��� @�� �: 1��
 ��� ���% �� ��� �� ;��� ह� � � 7���  
1��
 ��7�F-(� ���� ��  ��  �ह� �� �ह� ह� �  
 

 �� �	�� ��<!�;  ��, ��Y� ���� ह� � �: ����� �ह ��� ���  Y�� �ह� ह� � , ��Y� 
ह� %�7� ��� ������ ���� ह� � ��Y� )� ����� �G ���� �ह� ह� � ���� �ह�� �ह ह� .. � 
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��,) . 1� )��� ��R������ ;��� ��  m�� �� 
@
���� �  
 

 �� �	�� ��<!�;  ��, �� @
� �ह� �ह� ह� � � 7� ��� �� ��9� ह�  �
 ���F 
��h���� �
$ ह�, �
 &�3-�����' �
$ ह� >� �
 ह�G ���-��� &�3 �����'�� ��!���� 
ह�, )��� �: ����� ;�ह�� ह� � �� ह� ��  ��� �� �
 ��h�����u� ;� �ह� ह�, h�� �ह� 
��h�����u� 1��
 ;��ह  � (�� ह���� ���� �
 ��@� ��9� ह�, )=ह
�� �
�� �� ��ह� 
(� �� F�k �? ��
q ���� (� ��� �? ��
q ����� ;��ह  � h�C , h�C�� ह� 
��B��� ���� ��  �
$ ह�, ह� ��ह� ���� ह�, ���� �� ��� �q� ह
�� ह� � �� 1��
 
���'T ;��ह  �
 1� ��B��� �� ���� ह� >� �� ���� �� ��� 1�� ह� �
 (��� 
����� �
 ��q �� ��9 ���� ह: � 1� 7� ��� ��  � �E�� �����  h��X% �ह� �� 
���� ह� � 7� ��� �� �
�� �����  h��X% ���� ��� 1� ����� �
 ������� �� 
���� ह� � �� ��<�� �
%3 ��  �  2� ��� ���� �
 )�  2� ��� �
 ��%�� ���� ���� ह�, 
���� �G ������� ����&�� �� ���
&� ����  � ����� �� 1���  2���� �� ��� 1�� ह� 
�
 1� ��� ���� ह� � ���� �ह�� �� 1�� �ह ह� �� �
 ��� ���� �� �ह� ह�, 9�� ह�, 
)��
 ��� ��� ��� ;��ह  � ह� ���%� ��  ��� �G ����x��� �� ��L ���� ;��ह  � 
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 ���� �
 &�3 ह�, ���� �
 �fह� ह�, )� 
�fह�
 �� ��@3 ��0�N� �
 �� 1��
 ���'T ���� �q�$� � &=���� �  
 

 �� A�.A�.��� �� ��+�; �ह
��, ���� (��� ��cT �G �ह�� ह� �ह ���� 
@�.. 
 

 F!�*���G (�� ����N!� ��,) . 1��
 ���� ���� �� �j�� �ह� ह� � ��0� 
�� �� ���� ���� $�� ह�, 7���  1� 7�� ��0� �� ��  ��  �
q ����  h�C�� 7� 
��ह �� �ह �ह� ��� !g� �ह� ह
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;�� Qh� �2����
 �:��3 ह�, �ह �j�� �ह� ह� �� ��B��� ह� ह
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the Budget estimate of the Committee and submit to the Central Government "     

7� ��% Q�%���% �G �ह �� ������ ����� ह� �
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 �; $��  � 
)=ह
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$����� ह� � 7� (���� ��  ��@ ��  �2� ���� ��L� 7� ����� �� ���� ह� � � ���W�� 
�  
 

SHRI M. P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI (Kerala): Mr. vlce-Chairman, 

Sir, I welcome this Bill, and I congratulate the hon. Minister for this healthy 

tendency of coming with such an important Bill which is related to the secular 

credentials, the religious freedom and the great heritage of our nation. This 

subject is very much related to Islam as a belief, and also to India, as a 

country. Islam considers Haj, as has already been mentioned by hon. 

Members who spoke before me, as one of the cardinal principles of religion. It 

has two aspects. One aspect is related to the purification of the individual, and 

the other is one of universal brotherhood. People cutting across differences of 

caste, nationalities, languages and so on, assemble 
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there. Sir, Haj is considered as the biggest international conference where 

people from all nations, languages and so on, assemble, and they declare the 

great motto of universal brotherhood and fraternity. It is nothing but fair and 

nothing but an honour and a privilege for our nation, to send our citizens to 

such a great religious assembly, because our country aJso has many people 

who profess the faith of Islam. And so, I think there is no meaning in linking 

such an issue with the majority and minority problems. It is in no way related to 

the majority and minority problems. It is meaningless to make it controversial, 

especially in this kind of an hour when there is an urgent need throughout the 

country to strengthen our bonds of relationship, our bonds of communal 

harmony and the bonds of fraternity amongst various communities. I think it 

should be considered as an opportunity for introspection. The role of religion, 

whether it is Haj or Teerthyatra, is that of self-realisation; it is that of self-

purification; it is of brotherhood, as Guru Nanak Devji declared. Guru Nanak 

Dev is often considered as a great link between the Hindu brethren and the 

Muslim brethren. He said, if you go for Haj, you go for Bhakti. Bhakti in Islamic 

terminology, is taqva. I think Guru Nanak used the same terminology, because 

he was very much aware of the terminology of Islam. At the same time, Guru 

Nanak said, if you go to Ganga, you go with bhakti; when you take a dip in the 

waters of the Ganges, you do it with bhakti; if you don't have bhakti, then there 

is no difference between the frog that is living in the Ganga aad the pious man 

who is going for such a pilgrimage. So, I feel these kinds of things should 

contribute for an inter-community dialogue. I am not criticising my hon. friend, 

who spoke from the other side, Shri Shyam Lai. I appreciate that he went into 

the details of it and made a very good speech. He had studied it. But he said 

that the Muslims go for darshan of the Paigambar, Mohammad Saheb; they go 

to see Prophet Mohammad. Actually, it is not for that. Haj is not for darshan of 

any Prophet or any human being; Haj is for strengthening the belief in God, 

the one God. He has not said it intentionally. But this is a gross 

misunderstanding that people have. We live in the same country. We drink the 

same water. We breathe the same air. But there are bridges to be built 

between the various communities. So, whether it is Haj, the Kailash Yatra, the 

Badrinath Yatra or any other thing, these pilgrimages must contribute to a new 

awakening of mutual understanding between the various communities of our 

country. Sir, the issue of Haj, whether it is the subsidy or the other things, is 

not related to article 25 of the Constitution. Every person is entitled to profess, 

to practice and to propagate his religion. It has been provided in the 

Fundamental Fight 
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to religion. As per the faith, the Musalman should go to Mecca. Mecca is not in 

India; it is abroad. And Madina is abroad. So, naturally, Government 

intervention is highly essential. There is no meaning in making it a 

controversy. If a citizen of this country goes to another country, there must be 

Government intervention. To compare such a situation with Ayodhya -- I am 

not going into the details of it - is nothing but meaningless comparison. 

Ayodhya incident is completely different from this. If our Minister goes to flag 

off the flight to Haj, it is nothing but an honourable position for the country. The 

Minister goes there to flag off the flight of Air India, which is our national 

airline. It is gaining a big amount, I think, through this kind of Haj missions. Sir, 

I would conclude my speech by making a few suggestions on this very 

important Bill which has already been formulated by the Government. Sir, I 

would like to suggest to the hon. Minister that the State Haj Committees 

should be given more freedom, more power, because there is the problem of 

language. Many of the Hajis who go there may be illiterate. The State Haj 

Committees know the pulse of the pilgrims more than the people who sit in the 

capital city of the country. 

Sir, as far as selection of places for accommodation, the medical 
mission and the people who have to teach the pilgrims about Haj practices -- 

that person is called the Moallim -- are concerned, if the State Haj Committee 

is given more access to the management, I think, that will be in the interest of 

the pilgrims who go there. 

Sir, as has already been mentioned here, I would like to say that the 

selection of places for accommodation must be done in a transparent manner. 

There are reports, and there were reports, throughout the year, about certain 

things which happened in regard to selection of places. It must end, at least, 

when the new legislation comes into existence. Such controversies must come 

to an end. To make it a reality, I suggest -- I support Shri Rahman Khan who 

mentioned it here with all importance --there must be transparency in this 

mission. 

Sir, on this kind of an occasion, when the Hajis go there, actually, 

every Haji becomes the ambassador of the country. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): You are repeating 

it. Please conclude. 

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI: I am concluding, Sir. I am 

not repeating. I am only adding. 
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6.00 P.M. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): You have made 

this point earlier. 

SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI: When we send delegations 
to countries abroad, as already mentioned by my brother, then what happens 

is, the country's mission is spread there, our message is spread there. So, if a 

Haji is going there, the same thing is happening. These goodwill missions are 

to be made scientific. The Missions abroad, specially in Saudi Arabia, have to 

be strengthened, in terms of staff, medical services, and also in the spirit of 

the Haj. Sir, Haj is a religious practice, and the spirit of worship must be there. 

If everything is dealt with in that spirit, then, I think, this new legislation will 

contribute to the betterment of the situation. Thank you, Sir. 
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���, �
 ������ ����� (���� !���� �� ��� ���� ह�, �� )���  ह� �G, ��
%3 �� !q� 
ह�1 ह�� � 7� ����h% ���%� �� �q�-�q� ������ >� ����F �
$ @�, )=ह
�� �
;-
��Y�� 7� ��� �
 ����% ���� ह� >� ����� �� ������ ह� )� ����C �
 ��� 
���� �� �
��� �� ह� � �ह�� �� 7� ��� �� �
��� �� ����� ह� �
 �� �
 ���% �� �
%�7� ���$� � (����� 7���� �ह�� ह� – ;�� ���� ������� �� ����u�  
 

 �� ���� �B_����- -�� 7�ह �� �  
 

(���� 7���� �ह�� ह� �� �� �: �ह��� ���� ह� � �� �� ������� ह� � �
 �� ���� ���� 
ह� � h�C�� ������ ���� �ह�� ��B_�� ह� � ह���� �� ���� ���� (���ह �� �
 ����� �� 
ह� )��� 7� ���; ;��
 �� ����� �� ह�, ��W �� ह� � �� ���; ;��G ह
 �
 1���, 
!���� ������� ���R�� ह
 ���� ह� � �ह�� �
 ���� �L��  �k�� ��  ��� )� �� 
(�� ��� � (�� � �� ���  �
 ���� �¶�� �ह�� �j�� ह� � ���� �G ���� �� h�� 
����� ह� ? “����� ह� h�� ���f �G ���� ��, ���� �� ���� ��! !��� ����� ह�” 
����� ह� �
$ �
 ���� �k�� ह� �ह ��!��� �� ह
�� ह� �  
 

 7�� ��ह �� )���  ��� ���� ह� �  � ������� �
 ह��� �� ���L ���� 
ह� >� ��� ��  ��� ($� )��
  � �? j�  �; ���� ह� (��� !;3 ���� ��� �
 
)��� k�L j��� )��
 f��� ���� ह� � ($� �ह� ��$� �
 �ह ���� �� ����  � �? 
j��� �� ;�ह� �� ह��� j��� ह�, �ह ह��� ह
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†
Transliteration of the speech in Persian Script is avaialbale in the Hindi 

version of the debate. 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I would, at the 

beginning, like to place on record my gratitude to all the Members who have 

participated in this debate. I was fortunate enough to have, in the course of this 

debate, two Members making their maiden speeches. I would like to 

compliment them for the speeches that they made and also for the valid 

suggestions they made during the course of their speeches. This Bilr, that we 

seek to pass in the Rajya Sabha today, is about the restructuring and 

reconstituting of the Central Haj Committee, the State Haj Committees and 

actions related thereto. It doesn't pertain to the subsidy, flights or the 

arrangements or lack of them in Saudi Arabia. Unfortunately, during the course 

of this debate, somehow, we seem to have gone off tangent and the majority of 

time seems to have been spent either in talking about the arrangements in 

Saudi Arabia and they have gone about or the subsidy, whether it is a good or 

a bad thing. At least, on the subsidy side, Mr. Vice-Chairman, this is an 

argument I do not want to get into. The fact is that for the last many years, 

successive Governments have felt that there are no options for Hajis in terms 

of travelling to Saudi Arabia. Earlier they had the option of going over land or 

by sea. Those were the cheaper options. They exercised those options. So, 

there was no question of subsidy. Now the Saudi Government has closed 

those options and the only option is to travel by air. Successive Governments 

have felt the need to subsidise this air travel. And this arrangement has been 

continued by the Government of which I am a member. Having said that, it is 

also the commitment of this Government to explore ways and means and to 

work with both the Central Haj Committee and the Muslim leadership of this 

country to see how best this subsidy scheme can be rationalised and to see 

that in due course of time whether it would be possible that all Muslim 

members of this country would be able to perform Haj without the need for 

subsidy. As a Muslim, I can share with this House that there is a debate within 

Muslims as to whether this subsidy is in keeping with our religion or not 

because, as Mirza Abdul Rashid Saheb rightly said, our religion says that Haj 

is only compulsory for those people who are able to perform Haj and able to 

peform not just physically, but able to perform financially also. Therefore, if you 

need subsidy of the Government of India to perform Haj, then are you going 

against the tenets and practices of Islam or not, this is a debate which is going 

on within Islam. But it is out of the contex* of the Central Haj Committee Bill. 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Central Haj Committee Bill or rather the Haj 

Committee Act was brought in 1959. At this time all Hajis left by sea and all 

Hajis went from Bombay.  Therefore, the structure of this 
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Act, the structure of this Central Haj Committee, the weightage given to 
Maharashtra and particularly to the then Bombay, now Mumbai, was out of the 

proportion to the rest of the country. Over the years, as I pointed out, the 

transport of Hajis by ship has been replaced with flights. In fact, now this year 

we had 10 embarkation points for Hajis stretching from Srinagar down to 

Hyderabad, Mumbai, Calcutta and numerous other cities in India. Therefore, it 

was felt that keeping with the change in time, keeping with the fact that no 

longer was Mumbai a pre-eminent place for departure of Hajis, the Central Haj 

Committee Bill or rather the Haj Committee Act would have to be replaced by 

the Central Haj Committee Bill, 2000. This Bill would then seek to correct some 
of the inconsistencies and imbalances that are in place in the existing Act of 

1959. This Bill was placed before the House in 2000. It was presented or 

rather referred to the Standing Committee on External Affairs. That Committee 

made certain recommendations In fact, they made 23 recommendations for 

alterations to be made to the Bill as it has been presented. I am pleased to 

say, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, that out 23 recommendations, 22 

recommendations have been accepted in toto. One recommendation has been 

accepted partially and that was the recommendation about the shift or rather 

the original Bill of 2000 suggested that the Central Haj Committee office be 

shifted from Bombay to Delhi in keeping with the move of emphasis away from 

Mumbai and that regional offices be opened. The Government of India, after 

considering this fact, felt because the infrastructure and an enormous Central 
Haj Committee office was already in place in Mumbai, it would be pointless to 

reconstruct a similar office in Delhi and then infrastructure that is already in 

place in Mumbai would go waste. Also, as far as regional offices were 

concerned, it was felt that as of right now, the State Haj Committees were 

doing an excellent job. It was not necessary to have regional offices of the 

Central Haj Committee in various States. But that provision has been kept 

open, and, in case, that need is felt necessary, we would get into that as and 

when the need arises. 

Then, the number of pilgrims has increased dramatically, from 24,000 

in 1992 to 72,000 in the year 2002. Along with this, the Central Government, 

working with the Central Haj Committee, has also endeavoured to transfer a lot 

of their responsibilities for the arrangements in the run up to the Haj to the 

various State Haj Committees. For example, the draw of lots by which pilgrims 

are selected, or the qura, earlier, was the responsibility of the Central Haj 

Committee, carried out in Mumbai. .This responsibility has gradually   been   

transferred   to   the   State   Haj   Cdmmittees.      The   pre- 
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embarkation arrangements, transportation to the embarkation points, provision 
camps, and facilities at such points, all these arrangements have gradually been 

transferred to the State Haj Committees because it is felt that the State Haj 

Committees being on the ground right there, will be able to make better 

arrangements. Of course, in a supportive capacity, the Central Haj Committee 

and the Ministry of External Affairs continue to work. A number of Members who 

participated in this debate had made a reference to the fact that the Central Haj 

Committee has no role to play. Once the Hajis leave India and reach Saudi 

Arabia the Central Haj Committee has no role to play in the selection of 

accommodation. As a result, sub-standard accommodation is chosen or there is 
some amount of financial impropriety in the selection of residential units in 

Mecca and Madina. Now, first and foremost, every effort is made to maintain a 

transparent system in the selection of accommodation. The guidelines for 

selection of accommodation are laid down by the Government of Saudi Arabia, 

in terms of the amount of space to be made available. This year, the amount of 

space for the Hajis was increased from 2.5 sq. meters to 3 sq. meters. Aside 

from that, the guidelines of the Ministry of External Affairs to our officials in 

Saudi Arabia and the accommodation teams that visit there are that no building 

without lift and telephone will be taken on rent for Hajis. To suggest that the 

Central Haj Committee has no role to play in this, is incorrect because what 

happens is, the accommodation is selected jointly by teams of the Central Haj 

Committee as well as officials of the Consulate General of India. For this 
purpose, building selection teams are deputed. The State Haj Committee 

officials also go to Mecca. They select buildings as per the pre-set norms for this 

purpose. Rooms are measured. Buildings are taken on the basis of the number 

of pilgrims. As I mentioned, no buildings are taken without lift or telephone 

facility, and they must fall within the prescribed distance from Harin Sharief. 

After the buildings are identified, a member of the Haj Committee visits Mecca 

Sharief and goes through each of these selections, visits each of the buildings, 

ensures that - the guidelines that are laid down are being followed, and makes 

sure that the Hajis get the best possible accommodation. Wherever problem 

arises with the accommodation, is not with the pre-set numbers of Hajis, for 

which the officials in Saudi Arabia receive prior notice. It is when at the last 

minute, sometimes, the * Central Haj Committee sends people from the waiting 
list, and, within a few days' notice, asks our officials in Mecca and Madina to 

make accommodation available, then we have to settle for a lower category of 

accommodation because, otherwise, we are accused of 
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not making facilities available. But, if prior information is made available to the 
Government officials by the Central Haj Committee, then, accommodation, 

within the prescribed norms, is made available to the Hajis. As far as the 

financial impropriety of bungling in financial transactions is concerned, it has 

been the effort of this Government, of my Ministry, working alongside with our 

counterparts in the Saudi Government, to ensure that each contract that is 

signed with landlords by the Government, a copy of that is made available to 

the Haj Ministry in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The purpose of this is that 

each of these contracts is vetted. If necessary, it is investigated. And, if the 

Saudi Government feels that there has been some sort of impropriety or 
financial bungling, they get into the act themselves. A distinguished Member 

from Andhra Prradesh, in the course of his maiden speech, if I am not 

mistaken, made a suggestion that the Vigilance Commission could, perhaps, 

somehow, be involved in this. I believe, Mr. Vice Chairman, this is a very good 

suggestion. This is a suggestion that my Ministry will be happy to consider. 

And we will certainly look into this possibility, whereby the Vigilance 

Commission or the Vigilance Department of the Ministry of External Affairs can 

have oversight facilities into the functioning of the Haj Committee as well as 

into the financial dealings, and also the accommodation and other 

arrangements that are made with regard to the Haj. I am sure this may be a 

solution the allegations that are made about financial impropriety and other 

bunglings that are supposed to go on during the course of the Haj. 

As far as accommodation at Madina is concerned, this is not 

something that is done by the Government or by our officials. The building 

selection teams in Madina are sent by the Central Haj Committee, and they 

are responsible for selection of the accommodation. In fact, most of the time, 

accommodation at Madina is not a problem. If I am not mistaken, a number of 

pilgrims in the last Haj, in fact, stayed in three or four-star hotels for Saudi 

Riyal 200 only, which is, I think, an excellent deal for the Hajis to be able to 

stay there for the period that they are there. 

A reference was made to the effect that, perhaps, Air India is cross-

subsidising itself through the Haj business that they do. It was suggested that 

commercial tickets are available for Rs. 27,000/- whereas the rate that Air 

India charged this year was $700, which works out to Rs. 33,600/-. Hon. 

Members must remember that in commercial flights, they have traffic in both 

directions. On a commercial flight, they pick up passengers in Delhi and fly 

them to Jeddah.   The same plane comes back, 
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with passengers from Jeddah to Delhi. In a chartered flight, they have only 

one-way traffic. It is not possible for them to provide you an aircraft at the 

same ticket cost when, on one direction the plane has to get back empty. This 

is why there is a difference in the cost of rates that are charged by Air India for 

chartered flights, as opposed to the commercial rates that are available for 

those who buy tickets and come separately. 

Why the Central Haj Committee not play a more active role, or rather, 

why does the Central Committee not take over tr^e operation in Saudi Arabia? 

It is a very complicated question. Haj operations are not a two-monthly effort 

in the calendar. The moment the Haj of one year is concluded, the efforts for 

the next year's Haj begin. It is not possible for the Central Haj Committee to 

be present in Saudi Arabia continuously. It is not possible for them to have a 

continuous operation of all the efforts and the preparation that need to go in 

for a successful conclusion of a Haj. 

Has this effort or has the current system worked well? I would like to 

believe that it has worked well, and my Ministry also certainly believes so. In 
fact, we have figures to support this. At the end of Haj 2000, the Consul 

General, Jeddah, who looks after a large part of the Haj work, circulated a 

post-Haj survey form to a large number of Hajis; this was not just in English, it 

was in Hindi, Urdu, Malayalam and Tamil also. A large number of responses 

were received. If you look at the responses that were given, you will find that 

once these were tabulated, only five per cent of the pilgrims found the 

accommodation at Mecca unsatisfactory; only seven per cent found the 

accommodation at Madina unsatisfactory; 5.9 per cent found the staff at 

Mecca uncooperative, and 8.4 per cent found the staff at the Airport 

unsatisfactory. Only three per cent found the medical services unsatisfactory. 

Given the overall number of pttgrims and the amount of effort that goes into 

this, I am sure, the House will agree that it is a huge labour of love, and a lot 
of effort goes into ensuring such amount of satisfaction on the part of such a 

large number of Hajis who travel from India to Saudi Arabia. That having been 

said, Mr. Vice Chairman, there is no place for complacency. My Ministry, the 

Government, my officials, in place in Saudi Arabia, in fact, the Central Haj 

Committee and the State Haj Committees - our consistent and constant effort 

is to improve year in, year out, the Haj arrangements. Every year, we learn 

from our experiences, from the mistakes that we have made and seek to 

improve on them. Some of the lessons that we have learnt previously, that is, 

in the year 2000-2002, we corrected.   Those who have 
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been for Haj will know that on arrival in Jeddah, where, earlier they used to be 

given bank drafts, they had to wait in lines at the banks for 6-7 hours in order to 

convert those  bank drafts into Saudi  Riyals.  From this year, i.e. 2002 Haj, 

what was done was that with bank counters open at the airports in India itself, 

Saudi Riyals were handed over to Hajis in order to spare them that 6-8 hours' 

wait at the' airport in Saudi Arabia.   Aside from this, there have been problems 

with luggage. One of the hon. Members mentioned that Hajis are not allowed to 

fly back with their aab-e-zum-zum. This, I must admit, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 

caught me by surprise, because upto 10 litres of aab-e-zum-zum is allowed to 

be carried by all Hajis in their accompanied baggage,    oo, there is no question 

of the aab-e-zum-zum coming at a later stage.  What happens is that when 

their baggage exceeds the approved limit, then the excess baggage comes 

later in cargo flights, but  aab-e-zum-zum comes  as an accompanied  

baggage.     In  fact,  the  airlines have aab-e-zum-zum  bottles on the flight to 

be given to those pilgrims, who have for some reason either misplaced this or 

have not been able to carry any aab-e-zum-zum in the flight with them.   One of 

the hon. Members made reference to the fact that why should an ex-officio 

member, not be a non-muslim.     Mr.  Vice-Chairman,  Sir,  the simple fact  is 

that ex-officio  members of the Central  Haj Committee are required to go to 
Mecca Sharief, Madina Sharief in connection with the arrangements that are to 

be made there,, and, as we all know, Saudi law prohibits non-Muslims from 

entering the municipal limits of Mecca Sharief and Madina Sharief. Therefore, if 

we were to have non-Muslim as ex-officio members, I am sure, the House 

would understand that it would be a hindrance to their being able to carry out 

their activities, as they would not be allowed to enter the two main cities where 

their activities would have to be carried out.   Aside from this, suggestions were 

made about investments to be made by the Central Haj Committee.   This is a 

very good suggestion.   The avenues for investments and where these 

investments can be made, can be taken up by the Central Haj Committee, 

once the by-laws have been agreed.    If you have read the Bill that we are 

seeking to pass today, the by-laws of the Central Haj Committee will be 

decided only once Parliament agrees the Haj Committee Bill.   This is exactly 

why there are a number of open areas that Members talked about, areas with 

regard to selection of ex-officio members, investment areas, etc.    One hon. 

Member asked how it is that the zonal representatives  will   be  selected   for   

representation   in  the  Central   Haj Committee.   Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am 

sorry, I stand corrected. The E.O. on my notes which I took for ex-officio,  

actually means Executive Officer. 
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So, it is the Executive Officers who will have to be Muslims, so that they can 

travel to Mecca and Madina Sharief. Even now, as I was saying the question 

was asked as to how zonal representatives would be selected for inclusion in 

the Central Haj Committe. All this will be agreed upon when bylaws are 

drafted, and as I said, the by-laws will be drafted once this Bill is passed by 

Parliament. So, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, with this, without seeking to take too 

much time or rather more time of the House, I would like to thank all the 

Members for participating in this debate, for their very valuable suggestions. 

We will, in future, also seek to incorporate as many suggestions as possible 
into actions of the Government, and the Central Haj Committee, because, 

ultimately, our endeavour is to ensure the smoothest possible Haj for all the 

Hajis who go from here. With these words, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I would 

request this House to pass this Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):   The question is : 

"That a Bill to establish a Haj Committee of India and State Haj 

Committees for making arrangements for the pilgrimage of Muslims 

for Haj, and for matters connected therewith, be taken into 

consideration." 

The motion was adopted.    

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, we shall take 

up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill. We take up clause 2. There are 

two amendments by the Minister. 

Clause 2 - Definitions 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

3. That at page 1, line 9, for the words "bye-laws" the words "the 

bye-laws" be substituted. 

4. That at page 2, line 5, for the words "Official Gazette" the word 

"Gazette" be substituted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now we take up 

clause 3.  There is one amendment by the Minister. 

Clause 3 - Constitution and incorporation of the Haj Committee of India. 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move: 

5. That at page 2, for lines 24 to 27, the following be substituted, 

namely: 

"(3) The Committee shall have its headquarters at Mumbai and 

as and when the Committee considers it functionally necessary, 

additional regional offices may be opened in consultation with the 

Central Government." 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 3, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):    Now, we take up 

clause 4.   There are three amendments by the Minister. 

Clause 4 - Composition of Committee. 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

6. That   at   page   2,  for_  lines   36  and   37,   the   following   be 

substituted, namely: - 

(ii) nine Muslim members of the Committee shall be elected, 

three from those States sending largest number of pilgrims 

during last three years and one each from the zones as 

specified in the Schedule, in •    such manner as may be 

prescribed: 

Provided that not more than one member shall be 

elected from a State falling in the zone as specified in the 

Schedule." 

7.   That at page 2, line 41, fgr_ the word "six" the word "seven" be 

substituted. 

8.    That  at  page  3,  for  line   1,  the  following  be substituted, 

namely: - 

"(b) two women members, out of them one shall be Shia Muslim;" 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 4, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 5 was added to the Bill 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):   Now, we take up clause 6.   

There is one amendment by the Minister. Clause 6 - Term of Office 

 SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

9.    That at page 3, line 8, the words "not less than" be deleted. f 
The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 6, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):   Now, we take up 

clause 7.  There are six amendments by the Minister. 

Clause 7 - Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

10. That at page 3, line 16, after_the word "convene" the words 

"within forty-five days of such publication" be inserted. 

11. That at page 3, afterJ\ne 17, the following proviso be inserted, 

namely:- 

"Provided that a Minister shall not be the Chairperson of the 

Committee and ex-officio members shall not take part in the 

election of the Chairperson or of the Vice-Chairpersons." 

12. That at page 3, line 18, for the words "a Chairperson or vice- 

Chairpersons" the words "the Chairperson or the Vice-

Chairpersons" be substituted. 

13. That at page 3, after line 24, the following proviso be inserted, 

namely: 

"Provided that till such bye-laws are made, the Vice-

Chairpersons shall exercise such powers and discharge such 

duties as may be determined by an order made by the 

Chairperson in this regard." 

14. That at page 3, for lines 27 to 29, the following be substituted, 

namely: 
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"(6) The term of office of the Chairperson and the Vice-

Chairpersons, as the case may be, shall be co-terminus with the 

term of the Committee and no person shall hold office of the 

Chairperson or the Vice-Chairpersons, as the case may be, for 

more than two consecutive terms." 

15. That at page 3, line 31, after the words "be filled" the words 

"for the remainder of the term" be inserted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 7, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 8 was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):   Now, we take up 
clause 9.  There are two amendments by the Minister. 

Clause 9 - Duties of Committee 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:  Sir, I beg to move : 

16. That at page 3, fgr_ line 46, the words be substituted, namely:- 

(iii) to give relief to pilgrims in distress;" 

17. That at page 4, line 7,"/or the words "to negotiate and co- 

operate with" the words "to co-ordinate with the Central 

Government" be substituted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 9, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause w was added to the Bill 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) :   Now, we take up 

clause 11.  There is one amendment by the Minister. 

Clause 11 - Appointment of Standing Committees and sub-Committees 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

18. That at page 4, for lines 29 to 32, the following be substituted, 

namely :- 

"(11). (1) the Committee shall appoint two Standing 

Committees, each headed by a Vice-Chairperson of the 

Committee, to deal with matters relating to finance and Haj 
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arrangements, from amongst its members consisting of such 
number of members and with such powers and functions as 

may be determined by bye-laws made in this behalf by the 
Committee: 

Provided that the Chairperson shall preside over the meeting of 

the Standing Committee in case he attends the meeting." 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 11, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU):    Now, we take up 

clause 12.  There is one amendment by the Minister. 

Clause 12 - Disqualification for being appointed, or for continuing as a 

member of Committee SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move 

: 

19. That at page 4, line 40, the words, brackets and figure "sub- 

section (1) of be deleted. The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 12, as amended, was added to the Bill. Clauses 13 and u were added 

to the Bill. THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) :   Now, we take 

up clause 15.  There is one amendment by the Minister. 

Clause 15 - Filling of a Casual Vacancy 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I beg to move : 

20. That at page 5, line 20, after the word "nominated" the words 

"or elected, as the case may be" be inserted." 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 15, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

 Clause 16 -- (Chief Executive Officer and other employees) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

21. That at page 5, after line 33, the following proviso be inserted, 

namely:- 

“Provided that in case of any difference of opinion between the 

Chief Executive Officer and the Committee, he shall bring the 

matter to the notice of the Central Government, whose decision 

thereon shall be final."; 
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22. That at page 5, lines 34 and 35 be deleted, 

23. That at page 5, line 36, for the brackets and figure "(6)' the 

brackets and figure "(5)" be substituted'. 

The qestions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 16, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 17 -- (Establishment and incorporation of State Haj Committee) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

24. That at page 6, after line 3, the following be inserted, namely:-

"(2) The State Committee shall be a body corporate, by the 

name aforesaid, having perpetual succession and a common 

seal with power, subject to the provisions of this Act, to acquire, 

hold and dispose of property, both movable and immovable, to 

create a charitable trust or endowment, and to contract and shall 

by the said name sue and be sued."; 

25. That at page 6, line 4, for the brackets and figure "(2)" the 
brackets and figure "(3)" be substituted. 

26. That at page 6, line 16, for the brackets and figure "(3)" the 

brackets and figure "(4)" be substituted'. 

27. That at page 6, line 20, for the brackets and figure "(4)" the 

brackets and figure "(5)" be substituted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 17, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 18 -- (Composition of State Committee) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:  Sir, I move: 

28. That at page 6, line 22, for the words "thirteen members" the 

words "sixteen members" -be substituted. 

29. That at page 6, line -32, for the words "two members" the words 

"five members" be substituted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 18, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause w was added to the Bill. 

Clause 20 -- (Term of Office) 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

30. That at page 7, line 2, the words "not less than" be deleted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 20, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 21 -- (Chairperson) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

31. That at page 7, line 7, after the word "convene" the words "within 

forty-five days" be insertd. 

32. That at page 7, after line 8, the following proviso be inserted, 

namely:- "Provided that an ex-officio member shall not take part 

in the election of the Chairperson.". 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 21, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 22 - (Reconstitution of a State Commitee) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

33. That at page 7, line 20, for the word "members" the word 

"member" be substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 22, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 23 - (Disqualification for being appointed, or for continuing as a 

member of Committee.) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

34. That at page 7, after line 26, the following be inserted, 

namely:- 

"(ii) is not a resident of that State;" 

35. That at page 7, lines 27, 29 to 32 and 34, for the brackets and 

. Roman Numerals "(ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi) and (vii)" the brackets 

and   Roman   Numerals  "(iii),  (iv),     (v),   (vi),   (vii)  and   (viii)", 

respectively be substituted. 
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The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 23, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 24 to 28 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 29 -- (Executive Officer and other employees of State Committee) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

36. That at page 8, line 33, for the words "Under Secretary" the 

words "Deputy Secretary" be substituted. 

37. That at page 8, after line 37, the following Proviso be inserted, 

namely:- 

"Provided that in case of any difference of opinion between 

the Executive Officer and the State Committee, he shall 

bring the matter to the notice of the State Government 

whose decision thereon shall be final." 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 29, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 30 (Central Haj Fund) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

38. That at page 9, for the word "Government" the words 

"Central Government" be substituted. " 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. Clause 

30, as amended, was added to the Bill. Clause 31 

application Central Haj Fund) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   I move: 

39. That at page 9, line 18, after the word and figure "section 9" 

the word "and" be inserted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 31, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 32 (State Haj Fund) 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

40. That at page 9, line 29, for the word "sources" the word 

"source" be substituted. The question was put and 

the motion was adopted. 

Clause 32, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 33 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 34 (Accounts and audit) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

41. That at page 10, line 5, for the words "both Houses" the 

words "each House" be substituted. The question 

was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 34, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 35 (Powers of Committee to issue Pilgrim Passes and levy fees) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

42. That at page 10, line 11, for the word "pilgrims" the word 

"pilgrim" be substituted. 

43. That at page 10, line 13, for the word "Passport" the word 

"Passports" be substituted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

Clause 35, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 36 to 43 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 44 (Power to make rules) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

44.  That at page 12, lines 3 and 4, for the words, brackets and 

figure "power, under sub-section (1)", the word "powers" be 

substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 44, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 45 (Power to make bye-laws) 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

45. That at page 12, line 40, after the word "under" the words, 

brackets and Roman Numeral "clause (viii) of" be inserted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 45, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 46 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 47 (Power to make rules by State Government) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

46. That at page 13, line 15, for the word "power" the word 

"powers" be substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 47, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 48 (Provisions as to employees of the existing Committee before the 

commencement of this Act) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: I move: 

47. That at page 13, line 37, for the word "employees" the word 

"employee" be substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 48, as amended, was added fo the Bill. 

Clauses 49 to 51 were added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, we take up 

Clause 52. There is one amendment, No. 48, by Shri Omar Abdullah. 

CLAUSE-52 -REPEAL 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: Sir, I move: 

48. That at page 14, line 12, the words, brackets and figure "sub 

section (2) of" be deleted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 52, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

272 



RAJYA SABHA [8. May, 2002] 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) : Now, we take up 

the Schedule. There are two amendments, Nos. 49 and 50, by Shri Omar 

Abdullah. 

THE SCHEDULE 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

49.That at page 15, line 2, for the figures and word "4 and 41" the 

figures, brackets, Roman Numeral and word "4 (ii) and 41 (1)" 

be substituted. 

50.  That at page 15, line 15, the word "THE" be deleted. 

The questions were put and the motions were adopted. 

The Schedule, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, we take up. 

Clause 1. There is one amendment, No. 1, by Shri Omar Abdullah. 

CLAUSE-1-     (Short title and commencement) 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH.   Sir, I move: 

2. That at page 1, line 4, for the figure "2000" the figure "2002" be 
substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

Clause 1, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, we take up 

the Enacting Formula. There is one amendment, No.1, by Shri Omar Abdullah. 

ENACTING FORMULA 

SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH: Sir, I move: 

(1)  That at page 1, line 1, for the word "Fifty-first" the word "Fifty-

third" be substituted. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

The Enacting Formula, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

The Title was added to the Bill. 
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SHRI OMAR ABDULLAH:   Sir, I move: 

That the Bill, as amended, be passed. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted.  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): I will very 

frankly share with the House that I was a strong supporter of the 

Standing Committees System, but, I think, after this gruelling session, I 

have become a convert. 

MESSAGES FROM THE LOK SABHA 

1. The Sugar Development Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2002. 

2. The Salaries and Allowances of Officers of Parliament 

(Second Amendment) Bill, 2002. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have to report to the House 

the following messages received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the 

Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:- 

(D 

"In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of 

Procedure and conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, i am 

directed to enclose the Sugar Development Fund 

(Amendment) Bill, 2002, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting 

held on the s"
1
 May, 2002." 

(2) 

"In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of 

Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am 

directed to enclose the Salaries and Allowances of Officers of 

Parliament (Second Amendment) Bill, 2002, as passed by Lok 

Sabha at its sitting held on the 8
th

 May, 2002." 

Sir, I lay a copy of each of the Bills on the Table. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, I 

adjourn the House  till 11 a.m tomorrow. 

The House then adjourned at forty-four minutes past six of the clock, till 

eleven of the clock on Thursday, the 9
th

 May, 2002. 
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