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The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri Suresh Pachouri): We shall now take
up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.

Clauses-2 to 126, the First Schedule and the Second Schedule
were added to the Bill.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI AJIT SINGH:  Sir, | move:
"That the Bill be passed".
The question was put and the motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri Suresh Pachouri): Now. Shri Rama
Shanker Kaushik to raise the discussion on the working of the Ministry of
Agriculture.

DISCUSSION ON WORKING OF MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
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PR g | Il g A U <ol ot Ret § s wwer I Aredn o g 9 wwa
HH & 3T H 7] T AT BT gl g=IaTa|

Syawrerd (sht Hercad s=Y):S1 v Ut & fRT § WY o1, 3 I9d
SITET Y o gob 21 9% Ul fb TN HaR dIet1 Yo B , H ATID] I8 TR < §
5 for PIRTD ST Poard o= 2 o sufey ST Ut &1 Sl TT8H 7, ITH HIH! 0T
SuTeT WY {31 T B e STet ae =t &1 ward 7, et S ergH 2, 99 e |
B I gorraT STy iR S e & el faa smoem)
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DR. A.R. KIDWAI (NCT of Delhi): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir. This is a
very important subject, and | think, we need much more time for discussion,
but, anyway, | thank you for the opportunity provided to me. As it has been
stated, since 70% of the people in our country are dependent on agriculture,
agriculture is a very important part of our economy. Even our industries are
dependent on agriculture, for they provide the raw materials to the agro-based
industries to flourish and develop. Therefore, if we have to advance and
develop, if we have to get rid of poverty, we must first concentrate on
agricultural development. Once we have achieved success in this sector,
certainly, we will achieve success in other areas also on which our growth is
dependent. Last year, the average growth rate was 5.4%, but this year, though
the industrial growth rate went down to 3.3%, the agricultural growth rate was
5.7%. Thus, agriculture continues to sustain India's development, in spite of
the industrial recession, all over the world. If we had properly developed
agriculture, concentrated on its development and the well-being of the farmers
by increasing their purchasing power, then, India being the second largest
market, would not have been affected by the worldwide recession. But we
have made the farmers poor. We have been exploiting them. They have no
purchasing power. Therefore, there is no use of India being the second largest
market. We were expecting that with the liberalisation, industries will come to
India, but they are not coming, because the people of this country have no
purchasing power. Therefore, there is a need for a revision of our Agriculture
Policy. In his Budget speech, the Finance Minister has pointed out that this
year is the second phase of the development activities, and that they will focus
on agriculture and infrastructure development. But the fact is, instead of
development, --providing grants and funds, is only_ a lip-service - the funding
and support for agriculture is going down. In the last three years, the support
for agriculture has gone down from 1.8 per cent to 1.5 per cent. There has
been a shortfall in the utilisation of the 9™ Plan outlay. The 9™ Plan outlay was
Rs.9228 crores, which, actually, was utilised to the extent of only Rs. 7813
crores, which, means, only 84 per cent of the plan allocation was utilised. This
increase in the agricultural production which we had last year and which has
sustained India's economy was like this. About 84 million tonnes of milk, 180
million tonnes of fruits and vegetables, and 212 million tonnes of foodgrains
were produced. It is entirely due to the hard work and labour of the farmer,
which he has done to survive, which he has done
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for his livelihood, in spite of low productivity. Sir, the low productivity is
because of the lack of water, lack of electricity, lack of telecommunication
facilities, lack of inputs, good quality seeds, fertilizers, etc. So, the credit goes
entirely to the hard work of the farmers. If these infrastructure facilities and
inputs are provided, the farmers could do much better and produce much more
to enrich the country. But whatever is produced is being wasted because of the
PDS policy. It is one of the ways by which we are wasting our excess
production. We are not able to export. We have not surveyed the world market
requirements. India produces many varieties of wheat, many varieties of rice,
which are in demand the world over. Instead of storing foodgrains in godowns
and allowing it to rot, if there were an export policy, we could have earned
much more. The farmer is being exploited from the very beginning. This is still
continuing. That is why the farmer is poor. First of all, the minimum support
price should be there. According to the economic criteria, while fixing the
minimum support price, we must take into, consideration the profit element,
which is not provided. We must also take into consideration the increase in the
cost of living. These two factors are not taken into consideration, as a result of
which, the minimum support price is actually less than the cost of production.
This is how the farmer is cheated. Then, the policy of marketing through
mandis is also faulty. Sir, these mandis represent cartels, where the farmer is
forced to sell at the minimum price. He cannot sell outside the mandis. He is
fined, if he does not sell at the mandis, and there he has to sell at less than the
minimum price, distress price. If, at the mandi, the cartel does not buy his
produce, he sells it at any price which is available to him. So, this is how the
farmers are suffering. But the worst treatment which the farmer is getting is
from the banks. To provide cheap agricultural credit to farmers, the NABARD
was established. It was supposed to give loan to the people who are living
below the poverty line, at 5 per cent, and to the people who are engaged in
poultry and dairy business, at 7 per cent, subject to the maximum of 9.5 per
cent. But, instead of directly financing the farmers or through their
cooperatives, NABARD is financing through commercial banks, which are
giving loans to farmers at the same rate at which they give loan to the
industries. The result is that, it is the banks which are benefiting out of it and
not the farmers. While the recovery of agricultural loans is 80 to 90 per cent,
the recovery of industrial and business loans is below 50 per cent. Therefore,
the PLR for agriculture should be much lower. If you take deposits into
account, about 40 per cent of the deposits in commercial banks come' from the
agriculture sector,
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but the investment in agriculture is only 12 per cent. That means, 28 per cent
of the earnings of the farmers are diverted to other areas. Therefore,
agriculture credit through banks is a total exploitation of the farmers. It also
needs attention.

While industries are protected by high tariffs, agriculture is not
protected. Agriculturists are also facing the pressure of the WTO. While we
have to liberalise, we cannot...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri Nilotpal Basu): Dr. Kidwai, | must
inform you that the Congress Party has 44 minutes. There are six speakers.
You have already spoken for ten minutes.

DR. A.R. KIDWAI: Sir, | have got only two more points to make.

In the Standing Committee on Agriculture, we found that functioning
of some of the Departments of Agriculture is not at all satisfactory. The Ninth
Plan grants in the case of the Veterinary Department have not been utilised.
Their utilisation is less than 29 per cent. There were positive
recommendations for controlling of diseases in animals *nd on maintaining
their health. We know about the mad cow, foot and mouth diseases that
spread in UK. If these diseases spread here, our entire animal population
would be wiped out and our prosperity in milk production would go down. The
working of the Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Sciences has
to be reviewed.

Similarly, our hatcheries for providing one-day chicks to the farmers
have been closed. They have also their plan to help indigent people with
goatery and piggery. All these programmes have not functioned properly.

Agricultural marketing is another area which has utilised only 30 per.
cent of the Ninth Ran grants. It has failed to organise marketing of fruits and
vegetables and other commodities, in spite of the fact that we have an
excellent example of dairy marketing. These two departments require total
reorientation and working. Unless the marketing activities are increased, how
can farmers get their due? How can we protect our animals without the
Animal Protection Department? There is one more aspect. This country has
the richest source of fisheries and acquatic products, with such a large
coastline, with the Sundarbans producing tiger-prawns, but we are producing
less than many other countries. Other countries are poaching in our waters.
There is a need for proper survey on fishing. There is a need for having a
board for fisheries development so that we can properly utilise our resources.
This can be a single largest item for exports.
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Now, | would like to mention my last point. Today it has been said
that India has the greatest scope in the knowledge-based sciences. It has
made a mark in the field of information technology. It has emerged as one of
the leaders in the field of software development. But India has a much greater
scope in the development of bio-technology because of the variety, the
diversity, of plant products, the diversity of life here. While we have the
products of tropical condition, the temperate climate, the sub-tropicai
condition, such variety of plant products is not available anywhere. And, if
America, if Europe, have to do research in these areas, they have to have our
products and our genetic material. This is an area where India can produce
new genetic material, new varieties of plants and high-yielding varieties, which
we can sell to the world. But this area requires a huge investment. Our
investment on research is very low. The Standing Committee on Agriculture
had recommended a minimum of one per cent. But it is still of the order of 0.23
per cent. With this kind of investment, how can we make any advancement
and utilise our natural resources, the talents of our young men and women
who can contribute to the modern bio-technology field and produce new
varieties of plants, vegetables, fruits and animal products which we can sell
outside? This is a great challenge, which should be given concentration. |
think, therefore, the Agriculture Ministry should reconsider, restructure, its
departments and re-organise them so that they can play a useful role in the
advancement of our country and in removing poverty from our country. Thank
you very much.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): There is an
announcement to make. There will be a statement by the Railway Minister,
Shri Nitish Kumar, on the accident of 2402 DN New Delhi-Patna Shramjeevi
Express between Kheta Sarai and Mehrawan Stations on Faizabad-Zafrabad
Section of Lucknow Division on Northern Railway on 12-5-2002, before the
House rises.

Now, Prof. R.B.S. Varma. Not present. Shri Devi Prasad Singh. Not
present. Shri Shyam Lai.

it ST AT (SR YS9): A1 SUFHIETE HRIGd, BN & Fed # =i &
& forg # 3T Her SURRIG gafl gl

ERAT I & 98 WA B I TS © 3R Sl 39 &Rl IR Y8+ dTol & 4 99 IV 337 ATfeTh
213 vreg] 3l IS B9 owd & @l Fiffad IR R e9 a8 w8 ddhd & fh
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39 ORAI IR ST AN 8 9 IS 39 HIfTd & a1 STeT B dTel iR 89 STed R
RreT T8 qrer It 9T 39 IRTeR P ghaR B

3ITST S a1 Pe! Il & b P b HUR 75 WIFE] ART LR &, 4 J99 4
T 18] 8 9fcep 75 WIE] AN ST BRI 6, Sl YR SMATRIA] Bl 3+ <l 6, PIST ol
3R & P oY FaReT HR<T 81 P &b HUR TR AT [ AT 8, 7 Padd A qieep
IS &b AT S ST1g ST 8, IT SR 89 I BT M o &, 4 HT 919 ol &, g8 o
Tl STTFARY T A ol &, I Y 31T % STeTdT g BT &1 @I & o A Wt or T | Hafdr ar
PR & Fafd & 3R 579 89 QU U & A1 I8 1 Y 4 &) 6 81 onfl g9 Wig
|IEq Al & Ady H 9 2 A1 98 W1 S W FfT 21 S excl 9, 3 Scured 9
Heiferd 21

A1 91, H FE1 A18d § b weTedT Wl 7 o S0 a7 ®I der o &
3 BT TR BT 2, Feft <21 Y Q1T ol RIS Y@ § < 99 <% & Al ®l
U ERE P SUTET R ARG I8 A1MBY, 3T 81 ALY R b IAGT A
TART ¥eH IE ¥ fp eRall & IR S Sared BT @i &Rl & i i 89R @it uaref
2, areafd o ot wufar g9 firerch & o7 a7 smreTe & firerh) & I1 98 Siel & %u A fyerdt 7,
TE TART ST 21 39 FeH H A9 1o+l Uop I foredl &+ oA, 37 3iR e,
TIH B DI fhaT © fh A= TaR+ TR dadd =HISaeH, d TR 7 9t AR d Bl
$781 11 BI AT FoKI §Q H T & A 7 e aredl gl B! 3fedg fheas o 89N
SR USY F T fHAl b IR F qrel o7 o R $u 99 =T, S 81 A T+
ot BFT TR 3R =ert =T g oft, fo=g &9 foha™ =T & B9 9 7194 2, 98 39 9
& g HA W1 X2 &, ST8l dP 89 I8 § = $Hel AT T B Aqig $I Ucdid IJaf Bl
BT 2 3R I81 & fHam! &1 - 2fth 3R Fadl 2 A1 394 I8 & fbar! o Tfe
Bl ¥ 3R e »u 3 fhami & wa- afth S 99y 97 99 S a1 &9 BRI
IR AT € S Y @t gy 7 a7l B

HARIAR, 319 H B AR 91 59 G H ATYH FHeT I A8 § | T 1947 DY
I BHP1 ITE PR 5, 59 A B AT AT 81 1947 3 S SHR <2 BT (9IS g1 S
Y 2 P SITARAT 32 BRI AT BH S T AT 37K & b BN g H g BT 3T
TPl & BR 7 B1AT 1 9% 95 d1 IMHT HIAT ST AT AR R A1 Bl &b 8= 7 Bl
o1 I AIH TS AT {5 8 I 77 BT 99 A g1 NS4l 81 Fadd R¥IGRT & g @r
ST T AT 1 BT ATCT <41~ Sad131 D Yol BR b [T T ST AT g8 Yo 9 2T
I I IS DI RN BT 1 87P] ATST - AT &IT AT 21 HUST Al AN b IS P
forg g1 2, Af S W Ik fedt & oR 3 7y &) ol oY Y e & g avug e
AT e o1, 1 T &9 9 Hus Fed 21 U1 9 A1 RTaeT 89 orsT - ATST &Td
ST 21 U fhe=aT Al HUS &b IR H AN FIKI &, 78T, T 89 Gl © b 15 I ,1947
3 Ugel fafer wRda & ST a1 oY, YR § SAHR {BAY T 987 b AT 4 PET B
QT A I S BB BT A3 of fora 71 & forat o Sz o =181 €, A

IERANINEKD
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4.00 P.M.

X ART G Bl Q| PRIY 7 I8 FIBR [T Pl go (a1 g3 [ 319 [Faed HuR A
a1 ST 99 BAR g &1 $Is At dai IR AT I el b Areq, T a1d e
2,981 TR Al ASTHET AT A= 8 3R ASTA1 U=T A 81 81 I8 Al WA Bl SR
HIe I8 2 6 U RRART I 2t o 29 us & o wigard o, 311 & fog Aisarst 9
3R B Bl DIs Fa=AT 81 211 Afh AToT GR-EN B 31 T¢ 1 32 FRIS DI ST
3ITST U 3R Uid BRIS P B 81 TS 2 ATST 8AR U g BT HSR 8, A1ae] BT HSR
2, Feoll BT HSR B 3MR g9, ©l U8l B! 374 37 el Ta1 2, Huel ol [RAfT 31y o
I8 B, Sl B [RAURT 3170 < 32 &1 U8 A1 89 Al & F9I | 59 89 Al g, 41¢ I
P I AN P Hel §all Ioael U8 B SI &1, b 31T 8% # 9= Bl B4 § B9 Udh
BIR B9 B A1 1R, BIYI- fhaTd 3R Ul &I 917 Al BlS aIT| 7ed I8 & fh
I8 BRI Wlg Bl YdIP 51 P F &5 7 AT 89 < A1 SR I8l 316 4 gig 8 ©
3R $HBT THRT T! ST b 5 8T TAR <2 BT Ol Hof &FABd &, WX T 4 98 3
PRIS 28 TG 72 BOR 63 T [HARICY AT, TR $H & H 1962 DI A4 DI AS[s B
PROT BHI 3775 8, b STTAEAT SAR] 91 81 SHRT BV BT Il 8B & I8 17 PRIS 18
A THCIR Sl Well Bt o | 39 T & 45 T_¥T 7, offdhd AR St a1
T & gfifes gadr mam g1 a 1901 3 I8 77 Uiy a9 fbeliiiex o il b 2001 87 324
aftr it fparfies 81 71 TE iR fi w9 B o <@ 2, R A 89 apmed @
RIGR 78 o W@ ¥ suw Fide a5 ¥ R PR & &7 3 gl I B R TR
IATEH 3 gfg g8 Bl AaR, H $US &1 3919 — fhde a1 781 < @1 ¢, <fdh 89 |/
BT HIGA 8 5 1943 & I P ABTA 7 ST&T 60 ARI AN DI Jog gs Y, IqH 20 ARG
EINECENRE D]

IuqATeae (31 eArad 939! Ul 1 36 e 1 e © 3iR 4 Ha”
EISRCICE

#Y TIM A1 : TRIER, AR Sl 9l 981§, S0 99g W g9 e S

ElIRY
Syaurens (st eicad 99): 98 T8l Jro ?

i} T AT AIAR , 1944 A Y fIER & 3THTe Pl <@ ST Fhell B, oA
TR I P Y FelT AT IE 21 &9 7 S Scu1e o &, a8 <91 &) S & forg
HY P T TS Bl Fod1 B BT T BT 2 STafes AN 27 &b AR U1 781 Bl I8
21 3R 7 1933 H 50 RI Al YR AR TTel NP I U PI Bl He A AT 1,
ST A W B AWITE 15 Wl YR ARG fhabar Y raeil 1A &1 7T & & forg,
SIfpT AR <21 9 Q1 121 21 Srife T 7 Al W ARG fhpar 1 off , sRer # Al
H g STefa faar T o, dfhe F'i A1 IR ST Wi 7 gied b fog Wt TR 2l
AR 75 DI WRBR AIC 3 DI GER Y2 $ TRHd1 7 gl & fofg 7 = I8 51
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HAER, BAR AT < 98 1 a1 <1 8 79 9 vap Fe el Fder &1 4 51 98 1e,
A9 ST 2 o faraelt fFraret o1 ar oot Y 781 81 39 R 3 9 1991 9 ST, 7He 8
St < TRTE fha o1 AR T A SRI 13 TaRR, 1991 B S, <. 31, P AT Bl
foraex smeara e o R/ & e 9 G 95 At qregdrd 8 R 89 &l A 8
2198 20 ATl BT T & A1 81 Ghd & STdfd SHRET Hadl 7 A1el & forg afrdfia
81 SyauTege off, IRIST go1 BIY A O g9R viiide gy ¥, Sud idia aferd) 3
Held B & v asie 3 AauE R T & P F 3uer F N ardt awge H
afoad TaEE S B QT g A [T 11 ) @rer Hedl Aol [ $1 S,
o=l fF1aer &1 JIcare= <1, STTd Bl SR ST, Harsi & fFofiavor &1, S
&5 BT ASIHRT BT, T8 TARI TRBR B Wi 21 21 3 aRe A “ I FHsild &
JfeTa ATl 7 Hekdl BT, HYBT B Sl ST dTell Bl TSI H Bl Bl ST,
A G001 YRl FHIG ST ST, 98- Seeiid Uil A Hiee eI, 3T A
afcrder g1, arelt & &= 98- i dufral & ufde g, S it 7 gl
faer & wide 8T, I8 89RT 8 8.1 I8 Ud Bl 21 I8 QM A SI. AT98T
g < & w99 7 fam T 11 Sl IRTd & A1 3 S TR 91l © iR S &
T & HRAT TR fofg |va T2 B Iuawiees i, 89 7 a1 9Rd 7 19T U ,
IR it FT @) aRen &1 81 e By THIRTTY & A1EH | 13 5T St A
AT Y 81 TR J&T 19 §IoT YHTONHROT Tolfedal I I8! 8, 85 §ioT <R YINTRITeTy
T B B, 20 YR HiY AJHeT IRYS F 2Ne FAH I 8 ©, 45 B [Jzafdenaa
T T8 B, 81 W Y 1511 1 o118 51 STra 2 iR 140 bufat 951 @R 3§ ol g
B TR T A ATHT URYE 1935 TSIl &) Hdfel TR 6 ! &1 $AP STTal agd
Y <ot U=t € O BN et A wioRER wierrt , S @Y UoTifiy aieT § TS 2 drael
3IR g, &1 IUTe Gl IR H a9 A Ugel 3 81 €, FSraes! yoifer gam <2l # R A S 2
NI H, HIAHIFTT 7 TR WR &7 dis1 71 2

HAER, § U a1 A1 18T g b TPict 1 89N <2 Bl 980 $9 (T 2l
3Tq SIATe del ST8Q| F8t Ueb Q) Ule &, i 3T9e] o ST a1 T A1eqd 81 b ¥
TR H S 18R el T B, clfdh S SITE UR Ue gl uiy o 8 O e R o
feam g 1 ATegd BN {6 98 ART TR S IRR 7 g9 g T, et T 1 EHR I8t
T BT RT3 A F YUl B

AR, BRI Wl <% & BIH! ol 7 qIRe & gt & W R =l 2
9 GHRIT ST FHTET 89 <1 BRI SHR F81 A= & o T 3R 416 b gaR &b
TRYR® & 3R FATIY TG & T BT Tid H Ahe] DI FawAT DI ST ATRY| THLY a1,
BAR I H AR W1 $T FAIIA 81 I81 51 8N I H I~ HaET BT 3791 78<d 8] 8
HET I 8 fb e, To1ee, qIo1ge 3R Y18 @, 59 371d JdIve, 999 ol
FA | I [ BAR ST DI GUST ] B, FTAPT 31T g 3T &1 37T 89 Hal 1 Pol
TP AR BT TR 1S %8 © | S99 BHR I8 IR ST 9¢ J8] 8 [ IqPT 1ol
B AN <911 W WIS 32 &1 §FAN T A UF HE Ol B f i
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g H PBIS AT T8 BIAT AT Al AN GY IR U gax & I8l S U1 98 g9 Mgl &
TS o STRIT ST A7 3R S %X Sl Gaeh BIT T S Sdeb=T Dl Max A qief It
1 AR A AT I8 2 b 3 U S TS Bl el I 1R Y BT T8 59 4o
I deu IE ot T Mg N 1 MR S S UR T 1T o 98 JFIRAT Bl Wi
I T, ST Y el Wedl ATl THRT B8+ BT AAad I8 & (& MaR 7 JaeiNa
3MesTd R B qThd &, ST U] qafed 81 8AR I8! HEad § {6 I T &7 Max
3T ER | SV ITYIT SN ER H I9d H¥) e8! 81| I8 SR S 61 AUST 7, ST Ha
89 <1 81 3aferT B9 - FaeH & foTg Ty R ey | S AT A S faars e
T, FHIRAT efel! B TMER BT EHR < H MERYS BT 1T 8| MEREY HI Aded & {6
MER BAR A, M9 H T4 91 99 2, 01 g gon 51 PN & uRkuew d gt
TR SIATRTAT BT M AT N SR BH TG B Sl IR §, ST aR% &I T,
TG T AT T § b <, TG B WS G H 97 S 1 I8 R 997, I 08t 9 &
farfea oe1 o11an o, 47 9 3 Rafsar g1 wed 8l

AR, 3781 Teal P A1 H YU a1 FAI BT g T=IaTe|

SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, thank you
very much for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion on
the working of the Ministry of Agriculture.

Sir, India is predominantly an agriculture country and roughly two-
thirds of the population depend on agriculture. | am happy that the
Government announced the first ever National Policy on Agriculture last year,
and it has also increased the credit flow in agriculture from Rs.64,000 crores
last year to Rs.75,000 crores in the current year, that is, 2002-03. | am also
happy that 207 lakhs of Kisan Cards have been issued and that the
Government wants to extend that facility to cover all the eligible farmers. So
far as funds to the agricultural sector are concerned, the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Cooperation recommended that the
budgetary allocation for this crucial sector should not be cut. In its 30" Report,
the Committee observed that, continuously, for five years altogether, less than
50% of the amount demanded has been allocated by the Planning
Commission. The Department of Agriculture sought an outlay of Rs.
18,253.81 crores for the Ninth Five-Year Plan, but was provided only
Rs.7813.69 crores, which was only 43% of the demand. Again, during the
Tenth Plan, against a demand of Rs.25,000 crores, this sector was given only
Rs. 13200 crores, which is 52.8 % of the demand. Against the projected
demand of Rs.5164.41 crores for 2002-03, the Department has been given
Rs.2167 crores, which is only 41.96% of the demand. With this trend in
allocation, and with this meagre budgetary support, it is practically
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not possible to double the agricultural production and achieve the slated
targets in ten years. |, therefore, request the Government to increase the
allocation for agriculture so that the Department can be made strictly
responsible and accountable for achieving the projected targets.

The farming community of the entire nation is passing through a
unique crisis of falling prices of their products. They are being penalised for
the extra effort put in by them for producing more to feed the nation. The
agreement with the World Trade Organisation was entered into in the year
1994 at a time when our country was not in a position to compete with the
developed countries. The quantitative and qualitative restrictions imposed
then were to be totally removed by the 1st of April, 2001. By this agreement,
as many as 1429 items from other countries would be allowed to enter the
Indian market, of which 300 items related to products from agriculture and
allied fields like dairy, poultry and fisheries. This is going to be the beginning
of the ruin and a nightmare for the Indian farmers, as they will not be able to
compete in the international market due, to the heavy subsidy being provided
to the farming sector in .the developed world. Successive Governments from
1994 onwards have failed to use the opportunities provided by the World
Trade Organisation to prepare the country to face the competition.

The developed countries are in an advantageous position, with
heavy subsidies, as high as 23% to 70% of the value of their produce,
whereas, in our country it is only 2% of the value of the produce. So far as the
import of agricultural produce is concerned, the same has to be checked, by
increasing the import duties, which could be as high as 300% in some cases,
as per the World Trade Organisation's terms and conditions. This is the only
way to protect the farmers from this menace. In this connection, | would like
to submit, Sir, that only 2.5% of the American population is dependent on
agriculture; it is 6% in Japan; and 9% in the European countries, whereas in
India, it is nearly 66%. Agriculture is a way of life here. It is also not possible
to shift the majority of them from agriculture. The contribution of agriculture to
GDP dipped from 50% to 24%. In the circumstances, to compete with the
other developed countries, we have to prepare the Indian farmers to grow
more at lesser cost, and they should be qualitatively competitive. Most
important, the subsidies being given in other countries should be withdrawn
immediately. Side by side, the small and marginal farmers, who form the bulk
of the community, should be helped, by making them aware of new methods
of irrigation, new
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seeds, biotechnology, information technology, and credit and marketing.

Regarding assessment of the performance in agriculture, Sir, there
are two ways of assessing the performance in the agricultural sector. One
way is, comparing the average yield from our agriculture with that of the world
average. The other is, comparing the per capita availability of cereals with that
of the world. | have got figures pertaining to 1997. In 1997, the per-hectare
yield of cereals was 2232 kgs., and per capita availability was 232.2 kg.,
against the world average of 2974 kgs. And 358.4 kgs., respectively. Aimost
the same situation continues now also. | always wonder why Indian
agriculture remains backward when we are not short of natural resources.
India is richly endowed by nature and blessed with the most favourable agro-
climatic conditions. In the world, as a whole, the percentage of arable land to
total land area is only 11%, whereas in India, it is 51%. With moderate
climatic conditions in most parts of the country, we are able to raise two to
three crops in a year, whereas, in many parts of the world they can raise only
one crop per year. Here, the only reason, to my mind, is the neglect of the
core sector, agriculture, which has been the backbone of our nation for all
these years. Because of this neglect, we are lagging behind, compared to
other nations.

Sir, in paragraph 13 of the National Agriculture Policy, it has been
mentioned that special efforts will be made to increase the productivity and
production of crops to meet the increasing demand for food due to the
unabated demographic pressure. The National Agriculture Policy recognises
that there is an unabated demographic pressure. In this connection, it is
pertinent to mention that the farmers are now in a very deplorable plight, not
able to dispose of'their produce and not getting a remunerative price even to
match the input cost. Unless Governments, both Central and State, come to
their rescue, the nation will be witnessing the tragic suicide and death of many
of the sons of the soil.

Sir, so far as Andhra Pradesh is concerned, our hon. Chief Minister,
Shri Chandrababu Naidu, has already taken certain measures for increasing
production, with lesser cost, by implementing steps for technology transfer,
providing high breed seeds, by keeping the soil in good condition, by water
management, by providing adequate and timely credit, by advising the
farming community to go in for organic manures and also by taking up
integrated pest management.

Whenever there is a fall in the price of any produce, the Chief
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Minister takes steps for market intervention operations and sees to it that the
farmer gets, at least, the minimum support price. In Andhra Pradesh, to
ensure timely credit and to avoid distress sales by the ryots, the Raithu
Bandh Card Scheme has been implemented. Through Agriculture Market
Committees, by way of loan, the farmer gets funds, and he need not pay
interest for the first three months; and during the remaining period, he will be
charged a nominal rate of interest.

As far as post-harvest technology and food processing is
concerned, | request the Government of India to give more attention to it, in
view of our potential for producing a large amount of perishable fruits and
vegetables. In a small country like Brazil, only two per cent of their produce is
being damaged, whereas in India, it is as high as 32 per cent.

Sir, another matter of great concern is that the Food Minister has
been toying with the idea of transferring the procurement operations from the
Government of India to the State Governments. The State Governments do
not have the infrastructure to keep all the produce procured. Therefore, by
creating more warehousing facilities, the Food Corporation of India should
continue the procurement operations.

Sir, credit is an important input in agriculture. As Panditji said,
"anything can wait, but not agriculture." It is inevitable that the farming
community should have adequate and timely credit to grow their crops
successfully. As far as institutional funding is concerned, though it has been
fixed at 18 per cent, only 13.5 per cent has been actually made available to
the farming community. | would like to know whether the financial institutions,
particularly the nationalised banks, are doing justice to the farming
community. The Government should take punitive action against the erring
banks. The banks are not reaching the rural areas where the farmers are
living. In villages, there is a thin spread of bank branches; whereas in urban
areas, there is bunching of branches. Hence, these banks fail to extend the
required credit assistance and support to the farming community. Sir, about
92% of farmers have to depend on other sources for mustering funds for their
farming operations. All the banks put together are not meeting even one-third
of the credit requirements of the farming community, and, therefore, they
have, perforce, to approach the moneylenders, who are charging an
exorbitant rate of interest. Consequently, many times, due to adverse
conditions, when they are not able to pay back the accumulated loan, it leads
this gullible lot to resort to suicide. The farming community is being praised as
'Annadata’ by all, but
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they turn their face, the other way,. when the farmers are in distress. | speak
from the bottom of my heart. | demand that the farming community should be
given assistance, in all possible ways, to produce more, in order to feed the
teeming millions of our population. We should not forget the passage from
Goldsmith, 'bold peasantry, the country's pride, when once destroyed, can
never be supplied.'

As far as paying remunerative price to the agriculturist is concerned,
during the Green Revolution, the farmers were given the slogan, 'produce or
perish.' During the Green Revolution, farmers were given a slogan, "Produce
or perish." The farmers have increased their production to a great extent. Now
the farmers are producing more and perishing as they are not getting any
remunerative price for their produce. In these circumstances, the only
panacea for all these ills is to provide remunerative prices to the farmers for
their produce. With the present increased cost of cultivation, as a result of
increase in the price of all inputs, the farmer is reeling under tremendous
pressure for survival. He is not finding money for his son's education and his
daughter's marriage, or, even to look after the health of his family. As a
Member of the CAC&P rightly puts it, "A farmer is born in debt, lives in debt
and dies in debt." The country will never prosper, unless serious thought is
given to the issue of providing a remunerative price to the farmer for his
produce.

Onions are sold in Rajasthan at throwaway price, for Rs.25 a bag of
40 Kgs. Similar is the fate of tobacco growers and coconut growers.

A word about the Commission for Agricultural Cost and Prices. The
Commission is announcing the support price late in the season, after sowing. |
request the Government to give necessary directions to announce prices
much in advance of the season, so that the farmer will have a choice to go in
for that produce, which is remunerative for him. | also request the Government
to include two representatives of farmers who knows the villages and the
problems of the farming community as members of the CACP and not those
who have not seen villages and who don't know even bunds that exist in
fields.

About crop insurance, | beg to submit that the premium that is being
paid by small and marginal farmers is on the higher side. Another point which
| want to raise in this august House is, in the event of loss of crop due to
vagaries of nature, now the insurance people are taking Mandal as a unit
instead of village, in assessing the damage compensation to be
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given to the farming community. Here, | request that the Village Panchayat
may be taken as a unit for assessing the damage.

In the end, | would like to reiterate my appeal to the Minister to
allocate more funds.

Thank you.

SHRI Sk. KHABIR UDDIN AHMED (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, | express my gratitude for giving me an opportunity to speak in
this august House. Sir, this is my first major speech and | seek your
cooperation.

Today, we are discussing on the working of the Ministry of
Agriculture. Agriculture is the oldest sector in the world even today. Our
country is mainly dependant on agriculture and agriculture in India occupies a
pivotal position. Agricultural sector contributes about one-third of our National
Gross Product and provides employment to nearly two-third of the workforce.
It also provides raw materials for the industrial development and the
foodgrains to the country. This indicates the importance of the sector in the
Indian economy.

Sir, even after 55 years of Independence, the vested interests rule
the roots in the rural economy, agriculture in particular. A substantial part of
the produce was taken away by the parasitic class and the actual cultivator
was left only with the subsistence income. The cultivators have neither the
resources nor the incentive to invest in agriculture. But even today the
situation has not changed.

Sir, the Statistics at Glance, 1999, of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, admits the concentration of land in a few hands.
Implementation of land reforms, throughout the country, will boost agriculture
and industrial production by leaps and bounds. The surplus food will be an
export item. It is panacea not only for economic ills, but also social evils. It will
ease the social tension, heaith problem and the problem of illiteracy and
population. Unfortunately, our Parliament has never discussed this issue
seriously. Sir, the Eighth Plan says that the land is the single most important
asset in the rural India. During the last fifty years or more, we have talked a lot
about land reforms, but we have achieved only a little. The question of land
reforms remains the core of any transformation that we visualise in agriculture
and the countryside. However, the land ceiling laws are being modified to
benefit only a small
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section of the society. Big tracts of land, including wasteland are being given
to big businessmen and multinational companies. There is a move to
corporatise agriculture in a big way. This has reflected in the Centre's
Agricultural Policy. Sir, marginal and small landholders do not have the so-
called farms. Big and medium landholders are having big and medium farms.
They even built big farmhouses in cities. But the poor agriculturists are the
victims of starvation. Apart from generating market, which is essential even for
developing the capital economy, land reforms empower the poor and the
oppressed. The experience of West Bengal is there before all of us. Sir, West
Bengal, which was once a deficit State, has become self-sufficient in food and
the State's Gross Domestic Product stand at 5" in the country. During the last
several years, there has not been a single report of atrocity on the SC/STs in
West Bengal, according to a report of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Sir, in
reply to an Unstarred Question No. 3095 of December 18, 2000, the
Government says that untouchability is non-existent in the State of West
Bengal.

Sir, in the recent years,, there has been some problem in agrarian
sector and it has been super-imposed on all earlier problems in India related
to continuing land concentration and failure to implement land reforms. There
is a new crisis of rural livelihood. This had been initiated, primarily, by neo-
liberal economic reforms in the last decade which lead to public expenditure
cuts, a credit squeeze and collapse of the employment growth in rural areas.
This crisis has been intensified by full trade liberalisation.

Sir, the agricultural sector has done very badly under the World Bank
dispensation. If we compare India, under structural adjustment since 1991,
with the preceding ten years, we find that, Indian agriculture has performed
the worst among the sectors in terms of growth. Whereas the growth rate was
3.13 per cent in the preceding years and it came down to 2.24 per cent during
the reforms period.

The per capita food availability in January 2001 was even less than
what it was in January, 1991. All this has been published in the Economic
Survey. | do not want to go into the details of all that. There were several
factors that favoured agriculture during this period. First, there has been good
monsoon. One shudders to think what would have been the fate of the
agriculture if the monsoon had failed during the period. Moreover, this period
was characterised by high procurement prices. The prices were high enough
to provide incentive to the farmers. Thirdly, the Government had been
generous enough in funding the agricultural cooperatives. Fourthly,
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the Government policies, in general, favoured high prices. Then, reviewing the
import restrictions further helped the agriculture. Despite all this, the
agriculture in India has flattened. Why?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Mr. Ahmed, please
conclude now.

SHRI SK. KHABIR UDDIN AHMED: Okay, Sir. | will just take a
couple of minutes more. There is a deep crisis in the agrarian sector today.
The removal of quantitative restrictions on the import of a number of
agricultural products has hit both the rich and the poor. There has been cash
in pinch of coconut, rubber, pepper, groundnut, tobacco, cotton, jute, paddy,
tea, coffee, sugarcane, etc. Imports of agricultural products had gone up four-
fold during 1995-2000. Sir, in view of the lack of cold storage facilities, power
facilities, processing facilities, and expansion pf the transport and
communication system, most of the peasants are incurring heavy losses. The
present system also forces the peasants to sell their crops at throwaway
prices, right at the time of harvesting. The Government is also not making
enough investments for neutralising the adverse effects of natural calamities,
and is not taking calamity-resistant measures, such as building embankments,
taking anti-erosion measures, planting trees, buildings pucca roads and
improving the communication system, etc.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): | think, you should
wind up now. Other issues, you can deal with on subsequent occasions.

SHRI SK. KHABIR UDDIN AHMED: Okay, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Now, Shri S.
Sivasubramanian. Mr. Sivasubramanian, before you start, | may tell you that
the DMK has six minutes, and your party has given two names.

SHRI S. SIVASUBRAMANIAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
I am very glad to participate in the discussion. Right from the President of
India to the small farmers talk about agriculture, which is the backbone of the
Indian economy. But agriculture has received a raw deal, all along, in the
Indian economy's policy formulation. The first generation of reforms
concentrated on reforms in the industrial economy, and the reforms in
agriculture were neglected. This approach must be changed in the Tenth
Plan. As my colleague from Andhra Pradesh has said, the age-old slogan,
"The Indian farmer is born in debt; lives in debt; dies with debt", is true even
after the implementation of the Ninth Plan. The Union Budget, 2002, has
failed to address the critical problems of agriculture. The Budget should have
provided for a higher public investment, but reverse is the

307



RAJYA SABHA [13 May, 2002]

trend in funding. India's new economic policy has been posing new
challenges to the agricultural sector because of the growing population,
dwindling natural resources, depleting underground water resources, and
growing number of entrepreneurs.

This sector continues to remain vulnerable to the vagaries of
monsoon. Today's agriculture is based on a high cost and energy intensive
technology which needs high inputs in respect of quality seeds, chemical
fertilizers, pesticides, irrigation and farm mechanisation.

There should be a proper development of agriculture-based
industries. The fruit and vegetable processing facilities should be developed
on the pattern of milk processing facilities. And priority should be given to the
development of livestock.

There is a need to increase the income from commercial crops.
Indian agriculture must be organised on a scientific basis through research in
crop patterns. A balanced development of both agriculture and industry would
help in removing socio-economic disparities.

Agricultural marketing should be given top priority in policy-making
because in spite of the farmers whole-hearted labour, their returns are very
meagre. It is sad that the Indian farmer gets low price for his produce. The
Government should compensate it. The reason for our backwardness is that
since independence, most Governments have been following different policies
for agriculturists and non-agriculturists. They have been exploiting the farmers
and protecting others. In fixing the prices of industrial goods, industrialists
always add a margin of profit to the cost of production. But, it is not so in case
of farm products. The price fixed is lower than the production cost. | request
the Minister to form a separate policy-making body for farmers, on a non-
political basis, both at the Central level and at the State level in order to
safeguard the welfare of the farmers. There must be a strong political will to
save the farmers from the clutches of evil hands. The Government has taken
many steps to improve many commercial crops which earn huge foreign
exchange and create employment opportunities. With a view to promoting
such crops, Government have set up Boards like Tea Board, Coffee Board,
Tobacco Board, Silk Board, etc. But, unfortunately, the Government has not
yet set up a 'Cashew Board' which is one of the major foreign exchange
earners. | request the Minister that a Cashew Doard may be established
immediately. Thank you.

T1. AR IEAE (ISTRAT): AT STAHTEIE ST, I By S Heedqof
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v U= H=1 Frer Bl AT &1 81 3R Fe! A1 A <1 A1 PV 3R HYD 57 <2 Bl
JATHT B AT WRT I <30 H, R U 3Re & ff Sa1aT SneTl 8, 39 3METe) &
TR TR 3w By wR snenRRa &1, Sigt dRISHRY 81, qs &1, 31fver 81, 39
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AT BT STH T 1 37T ISR 61 o) FRAFT gaR 29 4 7, ag fpft N vu & &g
3 &9 S H ASHIR <71, AR A 9 § < Hfer Fears 98 2 {5 R it a1 a3
T & STl JISTIR a1 ST Hebel1 21 Sxrdi AT & 3R RISHIR 6 IR § Sl el T
2, S 910 B2 TS & I8 U 2 fh 3R 37Tel <9 auf § |1 A1 BRIe Al Bl ISR
foan S | 2 A1 98 A1 99 9% & BV A 331 S G 21 arat SR A ISR
e I8 8, 1y § ©ie V&l R

IS P 3SR T TT 51 37T 9Td <2 Y AMETET U IR 3 ST &I, ISR
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B W Sl G G- G g8TH) Wil A ISR R & 1 e BT g W
I P P 3SR et SITY, IHS! AOIGH Wt I Well 3 et SIY 1 I8 U g 1
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3T ER & 3fa” § Wl BRAT g1 Helad, § U] He1 dA1g b 3R Well
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HEIGH, N SR 11 1 2 AT 2 6 311 foret JavR @ ot WX
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I SIAT e ST ]ET 21 31T Tl $ fory a1ex oifdel eaR - ST &1 aoig | <1
R S[Edd a9 U I d IR BN 9l ST X2 &1 ISR P 3faR T 95 dol 3341
AR &1 & STet fi 61 ar 2-3-4 6 G A Q@ AT g 81 A 31T 39 91 Bl
AT IS b S 91RET BT U IR ST & S 1RET & YT Bl B U 3R qrex
At ¥ S1p -1 99 3TBT TSl § o TP ATl H Uh B9IR BRIS YT W fhdT
ST 81 <ifth 3R I8 Udh AT 1 B9IR $RIS $UAT Udh IR 9 91 U W fhan S1¢ fos
ST 9TRET BT U+ SHR ST & SHP AU BIS — B Tihe $3 g9V 91T, BT — B
91 P 1T ST 3R dTex Afdel BT 89 IRISR o 31, IR oifdel bl ST & Il 31T
ST SHEdd PR Bl ¥& B Sl fHA 981 Jhdd A Bl AP cgaddl a1 &, oAfdhT
qex A & e 81 S B 5T A 3TST 98 Sgddel 9R 81 9l 8 dl ARSI
P IR IS aell AR A I 1T ST bl B

IS, A4 WG H BIRE Sl AlHS! BT 910 H8 I8 ¥ | g 914 [depl T8l &
S S8 M IR o o IR § 9 <21 1 370 I8 ol G Afeds! <d & difdd R &
3fex AfHST 7 &1 1Y 5 R H P41 IMSTAVD o ATeH A T H bl 3f1R #7eas |
59 f9r 3 9T _d 21 Sl 9ar b GRI9 & WY fhE UhR 9 U gacd” 3
1016.8 SR BT AHST T 8, ST H 6915.6 SR Bl < &, Yollels 7 317.1 STeR
BT T B, PATST H 167.2 SIAR B < 8 MR 4RA H A1H 17.8 SR P! Aleds! b
BFCIUR IR &1 G311 &% BNl & b Y I S 39 PR A Fah Il Bl T B &
% WRA 91 TRI9 397 7, fadmraeliad <97 8 §9F 3fex 99 TRIq fHae &f |fewe! 7 €
TN SED J 379 i g1 Aleqs! S| Al I8 39 TR BT $ash © (b Il bl Wl
TRATE Bl WY 3R I! I aRU & 9 AR <27 P 3faR AV T I 1 991 & 9
HIHR Bl 1 89 59 914 BT 94 THRAT A A1 TS 3R 39N {6 &1 {59 gdvR
A O WTe SuAe 81 g9 aR 7 iy =1 g

§ 7 HAT ST Y Bl ATg b BHRT $Y BT Sl o€ 8, [T Bl g9
IS 39 o | BT 81 Wfp Sl goie By & (o {71 SI1em & S go1e 31 A1 |el
2Y A SUINT e 81T S goIc BT Al GRT SUANT e 811 21 1997-98 H Fh 83 TR¥T
FoIC BT ITANT 3T, 1998-99 H 68 URHC Folc BT ITANT §aTT,1999-2000 H i 89
AR aoTc HT SUINT 37Tl Yo RS ST8] 37T Hael & 3SR, ST8] AeRT & 3E¥
T8I YT & 3SR [HAM ATH BT PR T8 81 3R G AR Il IOl BT Aa€ 8N
URT HIS[E & 89 I [T I M8 o &b oY, Rl &1 & Ty S go1e &1 91
T B YT [l TR B Teb STSHIRCT 81 Al g9 3R WY &4 &1 <=1 eIl
HEIEY, WIE B AW — FREE T F IR 7 o) ==l gs oMb 39 I & sfax
WRBR Pl I <1 TS P 8R IR BT fPAm1 Bl 37287 o et iR i s
AR IET A ©, SR dIOIR1 A 781 & urchl & 1 89 fam! & &9 4 &9 Gt
Hele < b 98 Icured da1 o et 89 fFafa o= ad | ol fieet i 31 smanfoa
I & 3feR W I HT SAR I81 9 I dIaTa | AT {61 71 | SHah! aoie |
freTe &1 9gd 91 gahT o 31K foeted &
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IATEH TR IHP] g YA TS1 AR [HAm! IHH BIHT JHA ol F b A1edd
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It TE1 epl, i I A5l 1R S 981 7Y S0 SRR d 9ol off 5 gab TR
% FRIHT 7 AT B, ST U A & ST & S & 3meT Bed dJo a1 36iR
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MexofiT ABIed, 31} SERIGRYT & 91d Il Vel &ff 3R 99 Bg-v [ iR

IuaHTee (3t Hdad ag):3m &1 e 7 TH FR AR et aict &
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off, T TR d& AR B G IedTE o7 & fog v 2 o, 39 g1 9 98 anfda
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fRafy o 718 5 319 15 T ot feam &1 T8 et W1 31 oRaR «=al, il 8 SH%
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q IHP 31EX TR fHAM BT qRT €19 AT AT| B 7 AR A, aiforsg F qregam
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{7 o T, HI S8l Blet 91l B el o , S8 Ak 91 $R Q, 3R
JATEHY P STTE I8 Uh NI&N B AR 9 T3 NIy 3791 ART <97 % Y&l ©
ISRIGU | I BT BIIST AT AT JHAM ATl BIIF - T TR B T2 a0
EIERIEPSERNECINENCE A MRS CHCI INES S A NI S SN G
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AR SUFHTEIE ST, BT AT JeTs,2000 H AT BT TS
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S1. 3R IEHE: Heled, H al, I ffie # args - a9 H= gl
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Tfafafer 81 A1 fFA BT SHP! Foll YA TSl 81 3R W9a R §HAT gar al
TSR o fHAM BI IHD! Foll IS TSI HHE IR SI9 ATibaradl o1 sl gl
Al g H3A1 T BE1 P AIRUR B SIS BRI | I8 FADPR (AT BT A1 dlT 81 11
{3 oTTST BN <97 &1 W WR BT 7 g9l fhar 8 3R <=1 o1 yer w31 SIRUR 1
SIS DI a1 BRAT 81 fHAM =TT AT PR P WSl 81 T, lfbd ART BiSi Bl
AT &3 B 3R AlS a1 TR ISR & fHam! B ST A8 Wil off, I S
feam T, 96 WAl 7 @ 97 < R O 9§ dael, BRI gaIdR S 99is 81 i
Ta ISR o {HT = 371 T8l 981Y, I 7 P81 [ 3R A% A W 1 8 gl
ST A1 379 <=0 b f7Q &R 1T &l aiel o &b oY TR g1 ifeh o=l 7 e
RIS & [HAM & ARG Te! UIo 3R T I 3RUR DI ASTs BT (AT - Aol
ST AT Al ST 4713 I8 fFebetl b Si 81 IR 1571 b g1 & g, 91 &eH 8
T 1 R S TR T b G & (Y I8 09 PO (AT TAT AT? [SRAT &
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R BT I ARUR B AST8 H JHAT GAT T, I MY UIe SITY, ITbT JATISI
SR & S| HeIed, W 91d I8 © b IRl 131 & gA1d el g a1 A1t Sff 3
ORI BT G 1 I11 T S8 &I HA1 B4 9171 71 3R 1 1341, I€ d S,
ORI & Al 7 fpami a@ |iueiiedr uga RN 21 98f 7ia- Td 3§ SIHR Al B
HRT AT B
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IuaATeae (37 AATd aR)): AR A, W AT 7 39 P SN AT B
FHBTS & A1 PIS Hae T & 2

. IERR ATHS: HIY &, STAUTTET S |

Sqaureaal (St Hidiad 1Y) 39 IRE A1 &R IS a1 BR vy & ey gl
NESIR

S1. AR 3MEHS: IUGHIEIE FEled, H T aTd BEDHR AU HITOT T
PN | JATST STE1 il deb AidaTRIebar ugdl 41 € 3R R {0 &1 I8 |4 & 6 5
Tl | & ATl JHAHT SXbR AT ST A1 H TS FeH o 3{aR I8 bel dAredl g (d
FT 1947 ¥ S GO 39 fEgAM 7 8T AT 3R I4 g el HeA1 o1 b 431 59
qoih W ART ST Fahdl 8, dcet W) fHaT ST ehdT 21 Afh S99 7 gt foh & 9Rd #1a o1
STT g, A8 TG AT 7HA, <Ifh 9IRS A1 B IS Te! SIS JHAAA 1947 7 7R+
BT BT IR SR 3 BT 81, I8 SIBR Pel el ofl AhdTl 3R b4l $1 I8 914 8 [H
T W ST A1 98 3791 A da el of | 98 31 fEgi A &1l g=yara|

SHRI C. PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): Sir, agriculture is the backbone of
the Indian economy. It not only provides food of the desired quantity and
quality to nearly 100 crore people, but also provides jobs to over 70 per cent
of the country's population. It is only through the application of science and
technology that we can improve the productivity, profitability and sustainability
in various parts of the country.

I would like to highlight three major evolutionary phases. The first
phase, extending from 1900 to 1950 was a period of stagnation in our
agricultural and rual economy. The average growth rate in agriculture during
this period was about 0.3 per cent. Agricultural stagnation meant rural
stagnation and this in turn led to the drain of both brain and resources from
the village to the town. Stagnation also meant that no attempts were made to
provide any form of commercial energy in support of agricultural occupations.
Even today the farm sector, which provides nearly 35 per cent of the export
earnings and sustains over 70 per cent of the population, consumes only 10
per cent of the commercial form of energy. Thus, the contribution of this
sector to our economic well-being is immense, considering insignificant
investment of resources and energy. Our experience of the 19" century was
that there was famine whenever agricuture failed due to unfavourable weather
conditions.

The second phase of our evolution covering the period from 1950 to
1980 was one of growth in the development of the infrastructure,
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necessary for the modernisation of agriculture. Impressive progress took
place during this period in developing powerful instruments for technology
development, technology transfer and technology sustenance.

During the third phase of agricultural evolution, a higher proportion of
farmers have something to offer to the market. Consequently, public-policies
in the field of post-harvest operations have assumed great importance. Also,
growing disparities and unevenness in agricultural progress between regions,
crops and farmer categories are creating various kinds of tensions and
distortions. The rapid growth in population resulting in increasing
fragmentation of holdings is making the size of farms smaller and smaller.
Therefore, the number of families, which have to make a contribution for
achieving a specific production target is increasing. The size of the landless
labour population is also growing. Minimising regional disparities and
extending the benefits of new technology to all classes of farmers has,
therefore, become necessary. The poor soil structure, alkalinity, acidity and
salinity result in the poor crop production. Hence land reclamation is necessary
in our country. Soil health care and soil testing laboratories are essential for
sustained agricultural productivity.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI), in the chair.]

Under conditions of large, medium and small farms, the net "take
home" income of the farmer is very small. The risks become correspondingly
greater when input costs are high. For example, in our country, the price of
nutrients has been going up. Fertilizer prices have increased. Farming is the
riskiest profession in the world. The poor farmer will not be able to derive
benefit from the new technology based on purchased inputs, if the price of
these inputs is kept high. A majority of our farmers also live in dry farming
areas. The soils in such areas have been described as even more 'hungry'.
Soils in dry farming areas hence respond well to nutrient application. When
fertilizer prices are high, balanced fertilization becomes a casualty. If the
average productivity is to be improved, more farmers will have to have the
capacity to purchase good seeds and fertilizers.

The current phase of our agriculture is hence highly dependent on
new economic policies for its success. Community cooperation and
endeavour will be the other major requirements. Fertilize-use efficiency, for
example, varies a great deal depending upon the level of management.
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5.00 P.M.

Realising the problems of farmers, the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, Amma, has waived the interest on the loans of
farmers to the tune of Rs.311 crores. Our AIADMK Government in Tamil
Nadu is providing a lot of assistance to the farmers, particularly, small
farmers.

Thus, we have entered a stage of agricultural evolution where more
detailed attention will have to be given to the cooperative organisation of
farmers and farming, to the management of both the production and post-
harvest phases of agricultural operations and above all, to the new Economic
Policy Package essential for increasing production. Thank you.

sihrcht RIS g9 (f9RR) Suawee HEley, # orul urdt & forg frad aw,
6 firre , % 21 fpaml &) vt 3iR S ARl ®1 3R H3AT Sft &7 &1 SMrehfid B
DI DI B

ABICY, 519 &H YR I BT SR R & Al AT FeTeT el S 6
YR B B TAR A SR 8, Ry S¥81 TIiat § <xa7 o7 3fR S¥feiy S84 Bar o
3 WRT B AT AT 3 T Bl HSTH I A< U 7 R A1 &b AFATRIA &
TU 3 g2 fhu &1 =M dan:-
VR AT I IR,
i 3 Tt & sffde, gl WRT el & srferd
315 Rreh et 8197 BRI,
VIR AT AT IR

AR AfZell a1 S=M 9RA AT & ST fBY 91 ofret g81g) ol Sft 7
Wl Bl A& Bl THR B gY A & M BT 78 <7 & {0« 579 a1 , 519
feparr b1 ART e &1 S 1 aaT faam o7 fob SR B4R AfTe g5 oy AR Gl
W1 R BRI & <l BAR (A - WiASTT # 37U TG — Y11 T8TR < & oy 3=
BT HSR MR BT BTH B &l HEMRH Ui Sff 7 ¥ 314 &1 Rebrs ST B &
forg forar=r Y sy arf¥yreor & g <t ofti 5w ot fram e 2, e ot formsy oot
HICT e [qehcil, S AU ATl AN | D 7 o1 TSl 21 TS [T o A R
IE {5 98 39 88 BT BN T4 B < IS 98 98 31erd W 81 H 7= w241 it
H ST AE 6 UF TRE AT 6 BRIS T A F HERYT Sl FHRAT 7, GE 3R
TS T faget WeR B gU i v | A= a1t @ et | - wfafe gfg ol et
ST & 2 AT 20 TRIS 40 TG AT FAOT HT RIBHR Bl 3.5 BRIS, < B T f8Ts
TETE &b B A Ueh dxh el o1 STeldl, S U H Y D1 AN SIADR X8 STl &1 gl
T TS AXPR o 3MR AGDHRI
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F MM 7 T & B TR J&T R 3T el €, Sa- IR for &) gt B
Il &1 <1 H ST ared) § o O il & oiR aram HAT Sff 7 bl g9 AR A e @
T fopar 87 § sl § fb g U € 4 dRYl 8 b WRT sreferawer s
TS 8 b AR SUS # U 3R Gl Tl g ScdTa el Bl TR He-T W8T & 3R g
IR qHSABRU ¥ Igsh  GHR FAIIT ISP AW ©1 PV &b FIARIHR0T AR
YA F YRAT Y6 F A AT BT SRR o fear {1 wHT B g,
safey A AT S H ooy WY Hard 4 ol § 6 Rl Wl a1 sawrd st
QTATHRRY BT Tl ST 8T 82 SeUTE a1 9¢ V8T & ofh 89R Wl &) Icaredhel o
HH B Tl ST X8 27 el &5 & JISHTR 7 9en: fRTae o 38 8 oift oF R
9 A1 BV AR TR &3 7 B [HAT Y A1 A1S A BRI ASHR B FHGAY
g1 @1 S wehdll §1 A1 S Aredt g 6 R B &3 7 ISFIR SR |HIa
ffed €, 31Ty IH oy I TRy AR R2 87 HER 8 3R W JRwaRvT Bl gardl o
F forg ISR e@l W FT Fi ISR T BT SA1? P &7 7 giaret g
U B MR T BT A& MU 1 781 I@T1? 8RR HifcT &b a18 weht 37 {7 kg &
S IgfreT B FH TE 22 TN B 3@ A B e arel Bie fHa, aferd
3R HASIR T & fHarT o T8 W IR &7 @d 1) S+ di1 941 78l Je fhy
S ? faegd @t amgfi & FRaR frtae Rars & @raer Ue1 a5 81 9% 31 § 519
SISl BT JR-ANT BT ST & A1 SUTE ARTd 96 STl 81§ /11 #31 Sff 9 el
aredl g b STa qd wemeE SaRT Sfl &1 SHET o 1 qR <% 7 TER1 B S Ao
AT AT1 TS I T8 B RIth AHTE 87 HRMN 2, MR I7D! ABTS BRI &1 SMY , I
914 Tt <1 SIY A1 9 TeX RIE1E &1 B B Gl 2, dfdeT wls BT B Ta!
PRIAT ST 21 AT I8 & 6 It 31 &) 2 iR fasielt o o § fasTen & arvma A
P 1 wEM SoTe WRIeAT gl 71 81T, A fFam! &l 78 S Henfie! ok
wodl & fafaediare & SR T 9 a1l T8 & SIRit? 9ifed i1, SR 3iR
PICATRD DI ITAS I W TP AN 8, SHBT AT B JHITe BT ? STFHTEE
HEIGY, TR S H 3712l fhar! & U 2 gacaR A A1 H YfH 81 34l 3TRR I8
BT §1 o1 911l & T g9R I8f Bic - i f5a 8, I9id f6a &, 39 dRu
P BT IUTET FH &1 b ST Tl BIST — BICT ST b SIRY B U1 ScqTeehal
PI g AP a1 o1 &, 99 [ T H IS — I BIAI IR W B P qa9g TP
IATEHAT el 9@ U] AT § I§ Bl aredl § (b o AR FaTel, a1 AR
AT 31T fHAT &b A 81 3R ARPR $had 32! Bl o o dl (Al & giaT
HATS Bl Fhdl ol

SUGYIETeT Hlgd, <91 I 70 TS ETE] Bl Siiae — I1a+ Wl i) R 21

AR T & & iy e Y Arfier) 17.1 Ui 9 s1fered 81 ool sl iy
BT HRYR AicATe o 1 aF gRT wifcr o SiR & wren Idre # SR &
Q1 19 AR #3A Sf Y & 1R faR v €, 31 S S99 wefad
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BRI R IR ST F113Y| T8 A UTe 81, 918 SN 81, 18 Ug- UTe 81, 978

YT TN &, AT W TR 81, I AR o7 ell I <1 g8 2, gaforg g7 u= o
Y B { AR HRAT A1 | 98I, T9 <97 ¥ gy ST W M 71 1 A
¥ Hife AT 3R ToT &9 fI2a & §ad IS 79 IAEP ol 319 I8 91 qavl © (&
AN <% BT g=41 TP He ¥ $ oy TREd] §l offhs a1 81 & d1s 41 g9 faza
IIGTR A 79 AT o &5 § Yo URYCT S8 W1 T81 a1 UIY| S 84 39 g8 Bl

FaTforc] dI TR ATl

HEIGY, TAN WHH 984 Al AT 81 89 el IRiRhR YT 3R Py fafqefiamvor
DI 379 A BT & BT H $H < H AT © b 891 Il Ugell & shiferi ol off,
I 89 YT B 3R T8 &1 BRI HIY BT STG bl ge+1 Yo 81 7S 6l

SUGHTEIE HEIGd, § Y8 YBI ATedl § P I8l 89 g8 PaH oI 96 MY 9,
TE1 B4 YIS $Y O XS §7 B T il § 9 3TI PIg S8 78! &1 U1 }e &1 Al 89
Sl I8 Wrer JEwaRvT iR BN fAfdeievor ot e wifd am &1 9o <@ 1R .98
P F9G B FhH 572

SUGHTEIE HBIGd,H I8 Bl aTed] § [b I8 il SRR qIoTR Wit T 1
2,999 BT 9gd IR B 37 AR 9ol faeell 4 31 &l €1 S|ehT o1 I8 8l
RE1 & b =TT 1 IeuTE qIoTR H TE1 [ I8T 21 3151 891N 81 Blcis 4 g8 311 X1 2
[ERIERCCCHIRATE

Blols A g 37T,
SRS 4 B TR el
goftels ¥ e =,
3G Hadx |
T 31 & FT <A1 =T I A WY, 37 Haax faaeh ISl &1 I9rared $-d 2|
ITH BRI [ [Iegpdl a=are 81 S, YE@A-) & RIGR 81 ST 3iR et
DR & forg ferer 81 e |

QU HEIGd, 7ol T Widl &A1 I[aT ol I8 gall fb gART
TR facel axgeil 3 ue A1 &1 <fT 89 fa<eil 7 STS 37l IS 8! a1 U’ &
I AR I g I18% ST &, d B8 © 15 ST JUIE S Tl 8,599 SI1al
IR STl T 81 3741 BT 81 H -0 7 BHRT TG A9 R (7 81 BART 3R Al Ps
ISl 9799 371 Y21 &1 B9RT g a9 Al sHifo die © if a8 sfaRisgiy Tura
P AU W QX1 TEl STR @ &1 SATAY AT H1 BT faIy 90 § $9 U= &1 <1
T A S A HE S, T SHIE B 37T I IR &7 <

YIS FEIed, $HP A1 1 § g Al He1 ared g b P srgae™ W)
B fI99 &1 <A1 BT 519 b 89 S UR &7 &) <1, 9 T SHRT Wl ol Faar
3T T8I 9 [ehdlT ¥1 3R Y BT FIATT b IR faweR 17 ot & e |
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ORTE B S| SAIATY ART AT 3FRIY € {3 {5 9ga uxem 21 aus! fdamt
B FERRAT BT FHHE BRAT ALY A SR N BT ATID! MAHBAT & MR TR
foraTt & FHITRIT BT FHTET AT AT TH < H I8l Sl 8R4 Hifd BT sirsrd
A AT TP IROT IGY BAN 3 HSR 3 I 8 & 3R TART Y BT ITGT
BT BT G 3M1R IR A R 3R $9 < BT U BRb, 39 <% b A1 R TS I3
S| BART MR U IR R 4 sMfR glaw g aeiR 1 wfrgfgar § da9 emy
et SITQ, S BT & 1T 19 1 FATS Hell ) T=Iara|

it AfTauTE Fga1 ([ORTE): ISTFHIE FRIGd, Y HATed F HHBN W
31T =4l =Ie RET 81 3 Ul A1 g9 g1 e H fPam] &1 g3+ <20 3R gasn &
SR FGT B B T HATT BT 9 ATl BT Sl BB &, SHDT 3R €T H I AT 3
e B 5 @S ad O € R R PR @310 7 H1w! 319 ded Sor Bl g6 A
YT AT A fHamat &1 For Ul BRI Bl e 2 ARG 29 TR 750 TRIe Tud
BTG AT 3R i) Ga I G Bicl- BIT fBAT1 DI ST F 07 f{elT T 98 2 A 33
TOIR 703 BHRIS TUY BT & AT Sil e IG@T 7T AT IAD! 89 IR H SR | S 7 &
FRIS A F (A BieT TS STaE TR M & 31X 37 fHa $wfse wre & d8d
43 BIR 392 HRIS BYY Dl IR 377 oIy hfee & B A, 0T & $Y H AR I &1 718 B
9 H HRTRAT BT STIN THH 3 H 18 T8 7, IHD HRT 37 20 ARG | RTET
farat a1 sHd oW e I81 21 P19 $RANG A By Y Aol wEifae el off,
Bifcdhoavd MR BRI S , 9T Hi FHII 397 o a7 T 2 3iR far &
U9 et XTEd et <& B1 S 9 31 QIR TadIE % 9R W U8l W) HEl o g,
Sy, 1. 3f1. B BRI a7 T8T TR Pel Skl &, I7b qR | , H Ja1 =redn g 6 e
H Pof ST AT B XET & 98 1.8 FAfera STeRk &1 81 @17 3R ot frafd 1 ve1 & 0%
BRI 6 PR STelR &1 81 T81 71 391 Adad I2 & & fram iR $fy d@=rera ot
S A1 SPGB [IHRT B TG BT TS 21 ol ol e i R g
AW T BN HATAT BT &I A TG gY, SN A37ed d1 R 961 1R 1R H1 91y,
AR &= =12y, S99 W 6 fa=R A 81 3T I8 U M 9RO &+ g8 © b
FiHA BIEAGOR & a1 Tft Wwa 21 & 31T FHid el BICATSOR BT SATRT I WTS]
STAN B A USTaR decll 8, SN B SET 9eM & oy 3Maeg® 8, I8 gRon
fIepat ToId gROT 21 TAR S H U F GUT DI DIs JIAT T8l 7l $HD BRI Sl
IRIRIRT 8, IHP! &H & H A1 AT TP MDA AT AT, § IHB! I BRAT
iﬂ‘s’Fﬂi "The average annual potential in river basins of India is 66,003 mcft.
out of which only 24,367 mcft. is utilised while 41,637 mcft. is wasted to the
sea."sc 1 g1 AT # UF 95 H 98PH< Ioll ST 21 3R IHHT STANT 8 Wl &
ferg
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IR A1 38T B B I' 9T AT B fF TR B THST SUIART A I HH | FH
165000 HRTS TTY A DR 90750 PRIS U ¥ AfID BT 31 iR HY qaref firer ot
HHTGT 21 AT SHP! W 89 &I 7 W 81T | 89R <% § Ug] §7aT & efe |
T 1 &H Y < dTell Ug] AR dokd 8l b P & &3 3 T BT 3 aut |
NS R8T 81 IS TR A, IS 3 A 89 WIS 91 A ©, aIs a1 Fhd 8 3R
IHHT T ST B4 HRAT MY, T8 8 el DR UI X8 &1 ISP BRI 3T 3H
HHARITY THN AT TS| s 81 IR BH SITGT ST Bl Wl & 1IN H AT 8, BT b
TRR A AT 8,4 PIIS 2aCIR &b B STHIA PV &b AID M1 A8 © dl SHPT
SYIRT <2 H B B SIS 5| FHABT €T H I Y S 4T P =iy a1 o,
I P IRT H T8 BeT 77 AT b HIY BT LTI 3T Bl NBYD ATGAR 8] 8]
P! B H W gY BH I8 I Qe gl | HiY HATT B §RT U gu 37 IRS
SR & e W SR AT 8 b B SATET | SITRT ISR & R By fired, a8 =11
Aice 98 STEqanierd Sl & <iged H a1 1 &1 Wifh PN FATT &b §RT IE 9
oI g1¢ T &, TSI U I1¢ TR &1 <2 B URIRART 1 &1 H 7l gY 89 I8 Ard
{3 I AT IRT 89 U T & €, 89 64 AW ST 918 R2 | Teel HHIA 316
heel BA T TSl IAh IR 916 BAR S8 H H1F ST © off b $Hl HiY AT
& TBd B9 Yo IRITel Hic T SHdT deduig Ao & Jearae 3 911 © MR 39
TS HI TS Bl i1 FAHIRE &, I RHBIREN PI SRR &H &1 § I A1 §ART UY
& 9 <0 3 AT WH BT Tl ST, Tl gRIRIRT 311 SIeeit| gkt aRw ) &
F HRU EAR < T P & &7 A S axaa! a1 a1y off, a8 off 89 T8 o=
HeIeY, <2 H A B Hof Sl (I 81 BT &, 98 IR TR & <l A &b Icd1a
P SN 3t A T 8- |e | 8 Sia1q f&m 71 o7 — 99 & A9 BT 59 9 H 72 A
T U el BT IcUTa IR T 8, I H IR IR 2 TG 88 BOIR S AN BT
frafa goml oFR &9 sffdrs <W b SaT AW oFR & =12y dl 3906 fo 9 axle &
BN WA B el BT BT BAN ST 3 ST U] & P WA 2, 39! 3R 89 &1 A
R A1 Y8 91 Bl W) AHG TE 81 gD GoT8 W, H IS D8 Aebdl & [ 4] P dbeet b
YA AR TR BT Peel BN < A 81 XET 7, o7 IR ureie] &, vfoder 81 g9 <wr 8
Iz aRIRIRT 21 30! 83 & H @1 81 b &9 21 # UYET &b Peel b BRI S
AT B a1 38 B, BRI JHA 81 V81§ — IABAR & Feerd H Uid ATl H &l 8OIR
PRIS U A & §RT BATS 8, SUD 01U 67 <RI WAl B Feed HRAT AW T, 36
ARG WET P Peed HAT IATIS &, ST &l TR TRIS DII §F B Fhdl © ol
A TR S AR BT T SR I HROT i aRFRURT AR | ot , 98 I8
& o5 e AT A 1809 T T MR U B el §,482 TR STHIF 1 AT ...

JuauTeas (St YR gER): 319 MY FHATG BN |
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#f} AferaTs 5. H8ley,H &1 e 3R 1 666 ARI T 31T BT IcdT&

PR G 2| S s AR U 37T & I AR - 27592 BRIS ST B! 371, 39
PG ¥ 3R TR BT 7 ol 3R Bt 7 PR ITD] [oTaT I TAT ST ITANT
WA P & H B - A 89 BR Al ol 39 A8 4 Sl IR & SHD! &1 7 I Al
BN 27 9 ot ¥l I3 Bl Feel B DI G1 Te] 8T HEIG Y, BAR 9 A Heald™
U T 98 BRAT EHRT SIS el T8 81 TR <21 H &t gRIRfy <&, 1 317t Sif
QTVITH 3Tl & I8 Fadl & o 3o 3 uferat oot 71 sferai faqer 819 < < 2, areafay
1256 STt faged 81 ST T8 81 &=l U= U — dier 721 8147, Sfprer # uafl 7el 8,
STl ¥ SITaR T 81, T77a 7 U el 81, T SR qrernd H are TE 8, e
TR IR H 89 o1 ST, AT aRRATT 71 fFfor 81 Re1 81 39 oy 89 &
G BT 1 89 379 U3 B el , ST Sia — T < AR 7M1 — g ST gHR <2
B ITAIIRYT BT B AR e qiceh 371 &1 b [o1g O AYdE b 7Y , Py b oy
, 31 & fTY TS BT MR — 45 8, SHD! &1 7 IGHR ST el —UTyoy Bl
LT PN |

HEIGY, U iR g BT IR &1 ey # fueit a1 FHI BT Y AT
J S i W1 & forg v <t gu e €, 99 49 7 Sl 91d $El 7, 98 -
IR Tl | G AT

"Organic farming, bio-dynamic farming not only reduce soil
degradation but also enrich soil on an on-going basis. Cow-dung
eliminates toxin and poisoning of soil and water."

3T AT farTeh 311 84 et X812, Ugiua ureil g el X815, S99 3R qa
2, TR TR B! FITY TG & Al 90 H i I @t 3R &9 57171 21, I8 a1
PE Y AIP] 98- 984 gIda|

37 ITABIA RIT (e Ja): TATS STRHIEIE A 16| Y HAT IR ==t
P SR AT 31 SHDT ARTRT F71, 59 foIQ § 37ent MR 1 99 9 B A
3R TR BT ST §T ot ATy SR ST a1 a1 QY i A it €171 &R
AT 1 o1l I8 R S A B 2 SR AT A ol AT 1 arad die] o e
9 Y S T HA BT Gegf@ < R WA, TA A S P AFTAI B AT Bl
<MY J&T B AT H FHSIT § b AIRT ATHAT ST 81 SN FMebiSifer B aRe H I8
e Te! AT AT i ot e TR & T 5l

TRIGY, 3Mids] UR AT BIRM® Sff 7 B fhar, fIaeT o/ avR wig 4 &1
fopa, forads AT8d = BT [T, ARIST 98 1 S 6T 3R AfAaTs STl didd 38 A Al
QT o7l 21 o #H3i TR < 38T 2, A1 /) e 3§ Wi & fob S aRab! 81 oI,
H AT YU BRAT E | HB IS, FHY BT T 7 B §Q H I8 Y1 ATl § (b &l
S ARPR 1, WIAGR 59 <27 b TEM H3] + P HATAT DI THRaAT 4 foran 872 A4 -
A1 A AT 7 39 <2 Bl A R Aol St &1 3pars 3 feha Hiy w31 fired,
B! fEATE AT ? &1 AR Al IR $HR S, Teb R 90 T6
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#3 Sft, Feft IR el #ff g et vedn 3R uiEdt IR 47 afid ) i IRaR |e
A a1 7 uiE By 450 2, 9% WRBR fHAM R S #3rera & ufy fea 1R g,
B9 39 914 Bl AT 1Rl HEled, TWRAT $1 SaTel 9 e & {6 519 TWaR
S 91 BT &4 WXl oY, @ HRad o & 89 9= Arel W ugel] IR Uibedr R @
% &, PN T < 2 8167 2000 A IET TS EIbR Y&al il - Bel ATI 8 Py AT Haf
27 39 P IR BT IRTUN BB 3@ e w1 6 |l deayi e d g Bl
A1 H ST TS § SASId 1998 STl 3, aad TRIIVT Sl H 3R BN HATT & JHIRaA]
A & a1 8 SN T $1 YL It et Y81 € M I8 9e 989 IR Y61 87 T8
T4 YR HET 2 SR $9 IR 3R 31 faaR T2 fopan @ g2 U e @ o gw 9w
DI AT I S of S|

HEIGY, STHT T 147 , NS ARIIE 3R Ty (A 7 HfRy &1 Arre™
60 TIRTRIT T 3R 89 24 HRTEI UR 31 Y 21 3T PHI 371 715 8 3R $9 <2 & [T
! 21 81 7S B H8IGd, 514 &4 a1l & T ST © ol fhdT 89! dedl & b IS
3IT9 I o PR X2 © Al PUT BRP G HET clich 8HP] “ JI=IQMT” H Bl Gb
S H {51 P H8T ST AT Wi A 31T 89 SHBT AT Pedl & Al 98 gD
SIT HR PHEAT 8 [ Y YRGS BRI &1 59 <2 BT (BT 31T $9 <20 H =<1l g
& T IR 2T 2, I9H1 921 [HAM a9 & oY JIR el 21 a1 1 921 9 a7
SIS, STET0T 1 9T STEIV1 BT BT BRI & b (A & deT 31 fhard  adx
Wl T HRAT AT I AlS W ATHR NI SHBT ST FR AT 1 AT 8 a1 A
Y8 AXBR Hacll § , &1 BT I8 YU ST AIGE & AR H 3701 IufRIRT 7 vap a1
HET g1 B a1 7 T 91 37Tl & TRBR P I 4 b T8 79 S 7 fpan o1, &9
A1 BIUF BT NTAT BT &1 AFUTA PR & &, I8 T 89 HiUq 4 foran 2, I 410 4l
BT RN & b AT B8] WY 752 FTHIET (98 Sfl BT ] BT 3R Yorg @l A1ed
BT AT BT IUTAT 3R 3779 SIh 81 PR TS © A1 A 1 39 A& 4 6, 399 YD
AT PR #R TSt 7 il — IS 1] g9t foar & a1 a9 Rer) & 6 4
IAP] AT U], § D! IeACT Al 7 US| 3R H Il YgTHR IIoTR 3 SHIT
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* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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“ e’ 3R “SL.UH.TH.” S Hersll # o1t i 5 81 Vel S9dG R H U 39d U
SIRY R <1 H ST § b gavad TR A1 St 5 $9 781 for 8, W fhar &t
T R T2 [AP], R W B S 9e1, 39 IN H 4 Y 9d-95 SR fdar
S|
SHRI S. AGNIRAJ (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | thank you
for giving me this opportunity to speak on this particular issue. We keep on
saying that agriculture is the backbone of our country, but the fact is that the
backbone of the farmers of our country has been broken by indebtedness and
poverty. We speak of a surplus foodgrains production in our country, but we
forget those who produce it. About 200 million farmers feed the 800 million
people of our country. The agricultural policy of our country was developed at
a time when the country was, actually, short of food. It had made a lot of
progress because of the Green Revolution. The Government has sanctioned
Rs. 64,600 crores for this purpose. | thank the Minister for that. We are having
a surplus of sugar, rice, wheat and milk; all this is lying unused. | would like to
know how you are going to dispose of the products. The Minister should
clarify this point. And, what is his action plan for the future? The foodgrains
stored in the godowns are lying unutilized. The Minister should clarify this. Many
small farmers are switching over from agriculture to other areas, for survival.
This is one of the reasons why our agricultural growth has declined from 3.9
per cent in 1980, to 3.3 per cent in 1990. This point was mentioned in the'
Draft Approach Paper of the Tenth Five Year Plan. That is why the
Government has declared agriculture as a core element of the Tenth Plan.
Some of the steps taken by the Government to promote agriculture and to
protect the farmers are welcome.

The National Crop Insurance Scheme does not cover all the
farmers. It covers only a part of India. There is another scheme called the
Farmers' Group Insurance Scheme. It is a good scheme. But it is only meant
for agricultural labourers, small and marginal farmers. This Scheme is being
implemented in just 50 blocks of our country. And it is going to benefit 20,000
landless farmers. But, Sir, there are 23 crore 50 lakh people who are not
covered under this scheme. So, the Minister should keep this in mind and
take suitable action. The Government has been talking about reforms in
agriculture and the freedom of farmers.

The Hon'ble Minister of Finance, in his Budget Speech, referred to
the removal of restrictions on storage and movement of foodgrains, But our
farmers do not have the capacity to store and move foodgrains from one
place to another. Some middlemen are there. All these .transactions take
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place through middlemen. So, in Tamil Nadu, under a new scheme, the
previous Government had set up 'farmers' market'. Nowhere in India, there
are such farmers' markets. In Tamil Nadu also, previously, there were no
farmers' markets. The previous Government had set up 'farmers' market'.
Under this scheme, the farmers were able to sell their produce directly to the
people. Therefore, | would request the hon. Minister to set up farmers'
markets in all the villages.

Sir, water is essential for irrigation purposes. Out of the annual
potential of 8369 lakh cusbic metres flow of water in Indian rivers, only 1200
lakh cusbic metres is being used by us. Remaining water flows into the sea; it
goes waste.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Please
conclude now.

SHRI S. AGNIRAJ: Sir, | will conclude in two minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): No two
minutes. Please conclude.

SHRI S. AGNIRAJ: Sir, the problem of sharing of river waters
between Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala has still not been resolved. |
request that the Central Government should intervene in the matter, so that
Tamil Nadu gets its own share. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Shri N. R.
Dasari, your party's time is three minutes.

SHRI N.R. DASARI (Andhra Pradesh): Pardon, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): You have only
three minutes.

SHRI N.R. DASARI: Anyway, Sir, in order to honour the direction of
the Vice-Chairman, | would abide by the time limit. | do not want to go into the
arithmetic aspect of the functioning of the Ministry of Agriculture, because
there is not much time at my disposal. There is much to speak, no doubt, but |
would like to make just two or three points,

In our State of Andhra Pradesh, a Commission headed by no less
than Justice P.S. Choudhary, has gone round the different districts in order to
find out the basic reasons for the increasing number of suicides amongst the
farmers. It is quite startling for us to know that in the course of the last four-
and-a-half years, 693 farmers have committed suicide. This is the
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Report of the Commission. The members of the Commission are very
responsible people -- retired professors of universities, experienced agro-
economists, etc. This is the state of affairs. So, It is high time the i
Government of India takes stock of the situation, of the plight pf the peasants.
It has been happening not only in Andhra Pradesh — as my ' colleagues have
already expressed -it is happening ir other States also. Why? Because the
agricultural sector has been facing a multi-dimensional crisis, and this crisis has
been growing year by year, in the course of last five or six years. This | want to
put on record.

Secondly, even after more than 50 years, still, the land reforms
remain an unfinished agenda. Many a times, this has come up for discussion.
I, myself, am referring to this aspect for the third time. There are 20 crore
acres of Government land; leave alone the questions of Land Ceiling Act, etc.
What for are these Government lands? When Rajiv Gandhi appointed a panel,
headed by Kamala Rai, she pointed out that most of this land was fit for
cultivation, and that land was a very rich source of financial wealth also.

Sir, more than one decade has passed, but nothing has been done.
The moment our Chief Minister, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, took over the
Administration, he told the farmers and the landless poor that there was a lot
of Government land available, 85 lakhs acres of land, which was fit for
cultivation. He coined a new slogan 'Don't fight for land, try to make use of the
land." He said, 'There is ample land available which | am prepared to allot to
you'. But nothing has been done so far even in my own State. That is the
situation. So, my point is, in order to avoid the multi-dimensional crisis which
we are facing in the agricultural sector, the first and foremost requisite is to
implement the land reforms. Maybe, there are some lapses. But let us count
on the experience of Japan, rather the rich experience of Japan. There is a
notion, and there is a wrong concept, that 'the less the land, the less the
productivity.' It is a totally wrong concept. In Japan, after the land reforms
have been implemented, the maximum land that has been allotted for the
landless poor, after th6 Second World War, has been only one hectare, and
only in a few cases, more than one hectare land was allotted. That was the
case in Japan. But even then, the kind of productivity they have achieved is
the maximum. So far as Asia is concerned, it is the maximum.

Therefore, | suggest that the Government should take up the
question of land reforms and the question of distribution of Government
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land, as expeditiously as possible. | would also like to suggest that the
Government of India should help the State Governments. What can the State
Government in Andhra Pradesh do, when the magnitude of suicides is so
high? Unless the Central Government comes to the rescue of the State
Governments, nothing can be done. Merely by sending some big or small
amounts of food or giving some subsidy or some partial aid to the farmers,
things can not improve. The States must be substantially helped so that they
are able to pay for bringing about improvements in the agricultural sector, not
only in the State of Andhra Pradesh, but in other States as well.

Sir, ours is a country which is having a very rich soil, and it is a
country which is having a lot of water resources. We are having many rivers.
There is no scarcity or water at all. And, ours is a country which, since ancient
times, has been well known for its proficiency in agriculture in the entire world.
That being so, it is now for the Government of India to take this question
seriously. | do not want to go into the arithmetics as to how much amount has
been allocated to this sector, and all that. | know that some of my colleagues
have already drawn attention to the fact that the amount that used to be
allocated for agriculture has been going down year after year. That is not my
point. My point is about the basic policy.

Sir, before | conclude, | would like to know from the hon. Minister of
Agriculture whether he is honestly following the Approach Paper of the Tenth
Plan. Are you honestly following it? If that is sp, you have to bring about
expeditious implementation of certain measures that | have suggested.
Thank you very much.

SHRI M.V. RAJASHEKARAN (Karnataka): Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, for giving me an opportunity.

Sir, | rise to speak on the working of the Ministry of Agriculture, with
great concern and anguish. The development of agriculture is of vital
importance for the very survival of this nation. Agriculture not only provides
food security and nutritional security to millions of people, but also to poor
people, especially, those who are living below the poverty line. A number of
friends who spoke earlier have given a good deal of statistics as to how
agriculture is neglected by this Govemment. | don't want to repeat those
statistics because | do not want to waste the precious time of the House. As
per the statistics presented in the House, one would note how this NDA
Government has miserably faHed to give the much needed attention to
agriculture, in spite of their declarations of commitment to the development
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of agriculture. Under the Ninth Plan and the Tenth Plan, an average
investment on agriculture and irrigation has come down from 14.4 per cent to
11.4 per cent. Sir, the NDA Government has been spending more time in
keeping their flock together than to look to the interests of the farmers. If this
Government continues to neglect the interests of the farmers, they will be
thrown to the dustbin of the history.

Sir, through you, | would like to draw the attention of this House to
what happened in Indonesia under the rule of Mr. Suharto, who was one of
the most powerful Presidents, which Indonesia ever had. For only 10 to 15
days there was no availability of food, products in the market. As a” result his
Government was overthrown. Similarly, once considered as the superpower,
the Soviet Union was broken into pieces giving rise to the formation of the
Commonwealth of Independent States simply because there was a food
shortage for a few years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri Suresh Pachouri): Mr. Rajashekaran,
you may continue your speech tomorrow. Before the Houses rises for the
day, Shri Nitish Kumar, will lay a statement regarding accident of 2402 Down
New Delhi-Patna Shramjeevi Express.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

ACCIDENT OF 2402 DN NEW DELHI-PATNA SHRAMJEEVI EXPRESS
BETWEEN KEHTA SARAI AND MEHRAWAN STATIONS ON FAIZABAD -
ZAFRABAD SECTION OF LUCKNOW DIVISION ON NORTHERN RAILWAY
ON 12™ MAY, 2002.

e w3t (s it HHR): H IR VeAd TR RS, A & hotTg —
SIPRIETE GUS IR AT AT 3R AERTd] T b dTa g0 SIS s faeell- g
ST UGAU &1 GeTHT & Hae 3§ U WIRT 9T F9ICH IR IEdT g

JurHTege (St R AR ) 39 A F B 18 H I S| 319
A B BRI Bl AIAAR fSA7H 98 7S 200 UId: 99 g7 b I & SAreh B

The House then adjourned at fiftyeight minutes past five of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Tuesday, the 14™ May, 2002.
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