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Impact of Aids on Weaker Sections In India 

MISS MABEL REBELLO (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, AIDS is a big public 

health problem in India. The impact of this disease is found more on the 

weaker sections of the community due to their poor economic condition and 

increased vulnerability. Recent estimations show that the infection rate is very 

high among the adult population in India. The estimation of NACO in 1999-

2000 reveals that the HIV infection rate in adult population is 0.7 per cent, 

around 70 lakhs. The striking thing is that, about 89 per cent of the reported 

cases are occurring in the sexually active and economically productive age 

group of 18-40 years. Most of them are representatives of economically and 

socially weaker sections of the population like sex workers, male clients of sex 

workers, migrant labour, drug addicts, truck drivers, etc. Therefore, 

repercussions of AIDS reflect in the economic security of these people at the 

individual level and at the family level. The economic security of the family is 

getting collapsed and it leads to poverty and disruption of family life, when the 

earning member of the family becomes the victim of this dreadful infection. 

The Government initiatives regarding this problem are limited to the activities 

of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and the National AIDS 

Control Programme only. It is noted that most of the intervention from 

Government's side are focussing on IEC and preventive measures like 

condom promotion. Little attention is being paid to the rehabilitative services 

and economic emancipation of the victims. This is also equally important, as 

disease prevention measures. Therefore, there is a great need to incorporate 

these aspects also in Government intervention. 

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with this 

Special Mention. 

Declining level of ground water in Northern India 
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Need to Expedite Construction of Rangia Railway Division 

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Sir, the foundation stone of 

the newly-created Rangia Railway Division had been laid by Shri Suresh 

Kalmadi, the then Minister of State for Railways, at Rangia Junction Complex, 

on 8
m
 November, 1995. The estimated cost of construction of this Division at 

that time was fixed at Rs.22.01 crores. The Railway Ministry had shown a 

Supplementary Demand for Grant, of Rs. 13.00 crores, then for the 

construction of this Division. A minor portion of this fund was spent on the 

development of land for the Divisional Office Complex and for other 

construction works within the Railway Junction area. Now, one small office 

has been opened, in the name of Rangia Division, and one O.S.D. has been 

posted there to oversee the construction work and other concerned activities 

of the Division. 

Sir, Rangia Station is a surplus-earning station, as the figures show, 

H's gross earnings from passenger and wagon-bookings in 2001-2002 are 

Rs.42,49,60,536/-, while the expenditure stands at Rs.84 lakhs only. So, there 

is a surplus revenue of Rs.41.01 crores in that year. So, Sir, money is not a 

problem for the construction of Rangia Division. Moreover, money can be 

spared from the non-lapsable pool also. If that is so, the reason for not 

continuing with the  construction work is anybody's guess. 
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