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impact of Aids on Weaker Sections in India

MISS MABEL REBELLO (Madhya Pradesh). Sir, AIDS is a big
public health problem in india. The impact of this disease is found more on
the weakar sections of the community due to their poor economic condition
and increased vulnerability. Recent estimations show that the infection rate
is very high among the adult population in India. The estimation of NACO in
1999-2000 reveals that the HIV infection rate in aduit population is 0.7 per
cent, around 70 lakhs. The striking thing is that, about 89 per cent of the
reported cases are occurring in the sexually active and economically
productive age group of 18-40 years. Most of them are representatives of
economically and socially weaker sections of the population like sex
workers, male clients of sex workers, migrant labour, drug addicts, truck
drivers, eic. Therefore, repercussions of AIDS reflect in the economic
security of these people at the individual level and at the family level. The
economic security of the family is getting collapsed and it leads to poverty
and disruption of family life, when the earning member of tha family
becomes the victim of this dreadful infection. The Government initiatives
regarding this probiem are limited to the activities of the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment and the National AIDS Control Programme only.
it is noted that most of the intervention from Government's side are
focussing on IEC and preventive measures like condom promotion. Little
attention is being paid to the rehabilitative services and economic
emancipation of the victims. This is also equally important, as disease
prevention measures. Therefora, there is a great need to incorporate these
aspects also in Government intervention.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with this
Special Mention.

Declining level of ground water in Northemn india

st v Fhw wfies (sRom) . ey gy, W17 A SR e w1
o 9 A S Rufy ¥ Awg & &) 9Py, I AR § O ¥R SR R
ar ver &1 Red = 919 ¥ JuwRTR, ¥¥e, ag, Wrfive ot ot
Yo WY 100 | 105 e R o1 gar &) et 8 v & B o o
Y FOR FEW A SO MG @ FT AAT ¥ YoA 1]

185



RAJYA SABHA 14 May, 2002)

AR fear sl g8 woen ¥ worT ¥ | el s ke @ Fon, I, e
afgi wof & wR A 30 g A 7w g @ &) IR uiw Redeier ¥ o
T T I UFR B AT e A Jord w7 e w3 Al sy
o "R B Tfdd ol d W AR oy T @ wWer @ amww & 5 ogw R
% aoore TaE B smawmaa & Wiy W /@ paikd @ ot & e |
d ey ¥ oY v 3w ¥ g A o) grafvear & IR W gd i & feran
ST BT st wRer § 39w ) P o i T g AR, 3w o
I e & Ygue A e R S B v o i ) mfe g
T &3 & Wi aeRl, Sareal B Jge e I gd w9 A maven gl s
& WAy ol &3 F waw A5 FU @ Pt v o o fraew g A
IUE qegw F IR W IR ¥ 5 2w F qu $ &7 dome, eframn, saw wdw
¥ 7 e F aehw FiE# B o mufear @ 9w ) g |

n’twﬂﬁam(mm s, A sl A v e wfas
mmmmwtwwmnﬁvmtm#wmmqﬁm
¥ wg o g

Need to ‘Expedlte Construction of Rangia Railway Divisicn

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Sir, the foundation stone of
the newly-created Rangia Railway Division had been laid by Shri Suresh
Kalmadi, the then Minister of State for Railways, at Rangia Junction
Complex, on 8" November, 1995. The estimated cost of construction of this
Division at that time was fixed at Rs.22.01 crores. The Railway Ministry had
shown a Supplementary Demand for Grant, of Rs.13.00 crores, then for the
construction of this Division. A minor portion of this fund was spent on the
dovelopment of land for the Diisional Office Complex and for other
construction works within the Railway Junction area. Now, ore small office
has been opened, in the name of Rangia Division, and one 0.5.D. has been
posted there to overses the construction work and other concerned
activities of the Division.

Sir, Rangia Staticn is a surplus-earning station, as the figures show,
t's gross eamings from passenger and wagon-bookings in 2001-2002 are
Rs.42,49,60,536/-, while the expenditure stands at Rs.84 iakhs only. So,
there is a surplus revenue of Rs.41.01 crores in that year. S0, Sir, monsy is
not a problem for the construction of Rangia Division. Moreover, money
can be spared from the non-lapsable pool also. |If that is so, the reason for
not continuing with the construction work is anybody's guess.
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