[30 APRIL, 2002] RAJYA SABHA

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Sir, | associate mysslf
with it.

Non-payment of dues to sugarcane farmers in U.P
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Need to purchase unsold tobacco in Andhra Pradaesh by
State Trading Corporation

SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAQ (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Chairman,
Sir, my Special Mention is related to the purchase of unscld tcbacco in
Andhra Pradesh by the State Trading Corporation.

Sir, tobacco is a commercial crop grown in a large area in Andhra
Pradesh, providing employment to millions of people; it is also a good
foreign exchange earner. During the 2001-02 crop season, the Tobacco
Board had planned a crop size of 101.45 million kgs. in Andhra Pradssh,
and.the overall production is currently estimated at 113.47 million kgs. Until
now, the farmers could dispose of only 32 million kgs. and the balance 82
million kgs. are lying with the farmers for want of buyers. There is also the
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