RAJYA SABHA
Thursday, the 16th May, 2002/26 Vaisakha, 1924 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERSTO QUESTIONS

Entertainment tax on Internet Service Providers

*721 SHRI DARA SINGH CHAUHAN: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that notices for payment of entertainment tax
are being issued in NOIDA to the Internet Service Providers;

(b) whether Government consider the internet as means of
entertainment in the country; and

(c) if so, whether the Internet Service Providers are also liable to
pay entertainment tax on the basis of number of coennections provided by
them?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN): (a) to (c) A Statements is
laid on the Table of the House. '

Statement

(a) As per the information received from the Government of Uttar
Pradesh, the District Magistrate, Gautam Budh Nagar has issued notices
for payment of Entertainment Tax to those operators in NOIDA who are
using cable to provide access for entertainment programmes including
films. As per the available information, one of these operators is having a
license for providing internet services also.

(b) Entertainment Tax is a State subject within the purview of State
Sovernments.

{c) Does not arise.
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SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR: Sir, the internet is full of immense
possibilities and opportunities, but the Internet has also a flip side. | want
to take advantage of the presence of the hon. Minister and put a question
to him. All that is being presented through the Internet is being seen and
taken as knowledge by our younger generation. Those who are going to
schools, those who are doing higher studies, those who are going to
colleges, they all take the Internet information as knowledge. The Internet
is a deity to them, and whatever is presented to them through the Internet,
they take it as the plain, unvarnished and undefiled truth. Sir, there are a
lot of Internet sites which are chuming out matenial that is, if not stupid,
senseless, inane, useless and trash and our younger generation in
consuming it as if it is a knowledge. Sir, information becomes knowiledge
only by three means. First, wh&n we go to the root of information and find
that information correct; secondly when we draw conclusion from that
information and find that conclusion valid; and thirdly, when we experience
that information in our life and find that information correct. All information
is not knowtedge, and the attitude that is being adopted by th. nation, that
everything that is presented through the Internet is correct, has done a lot
of damage to our younger generation. This kind of attitude to adopted in
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our schools, in our educational institutions. Sir, has the IT Ministry
caustioned the HRD Ministry about what is happening today? The younger
generation is taking it as truth,

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: Sir, all information is not knowledge,
but the information supplied by the Member is knowledge, and | am sure

that parents, everbody, will lock, keep it in mind and see that the flip side
of Internet does not affect our younger generation.
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MAR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 722, Mr. Khuntia. He is not here.

SHRIJIBON ROY: Sir, this is an important question. He is not here.
If you permit, we can take it up.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, it can't be done. Question No. 723.

*722. [The Questioner (Shri Ramachandra Khuntia) was absent. For
answer vide page 22 infra.]
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