RAJYA SABHA [19 April, 2002]

R&D activities in university

2840. SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the PM, while addressing Indian Science Congress, had
stated that R & D in our university system was not receiving the requisite
attention as in specialised agencies and laboratories, whereas science
education and research were the fountain-head of all technological
development; and

(b) if so, whether UGC is earmarking certain percentage of its grants
towards R&D activities in universities and whether this is adequate in the
present scenario?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT [DR. (SHRIMATI) RITA VERMA]: (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) UGC is giving grants to assist the universities towards R&D activities.
The quantum of funds depends on the overall availability of funds.

Assistance for studies fur economically disadvantaged students

2841. SHRI SATISH PRADHAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government arc considering any new proposal for helping
socially/economically disadvantaged and academically bright students for
their further studies;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT [DR. (SHRIMATI) RITA VERMA]: (a) to
(c) The Government propose to launch several measures addressing the key
issues of access, quality and relevance to encourage the students from the
socially and economically disadvantaged sections of the society. Besides,
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has proposed five new
schemes for
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academically bright students during the Tenth Five Year Plan
(2002—2007) and Annual Plan (2002-2003), viz.:

(i) Assistance to students belonging to Scheduled Castes for
pursuing studies in Residential Public Schools;

(i) Setting up Residential schools for Scheduled Caste students studying
in classes VI to XII;

(ii1) Merit based Scholarships for the students belonging to OBCs;

(iv) Merit based Scholarships for the students belonging to
Minorities; and

(v) Scholarships for students with disabilities for higher education.

National network for open school

1 2842. SHRI KHAN GHUFRAN ZAHIDI: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government arc considering to set up National network (N-
NOD) for open school; and

(b) if so, the details thereof

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT [DR. (SHRIMATI) RITA VERMA]: (a)
and (b) While there is no such proposal for the school sector, the Tenth Plan
proposals submitted by the Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) to the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department of
Secondary and Higher Education include the proposal of establishment of a
National Network for Open and Distance Education (N-NODE) for the
Open Learning System.

The above mentioned proposal suggests a network which will connect
IGNOU Headquarters with its Regional Centres and its Study Centres and
also with State Open Universities.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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