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SHRI ARJUN SINGH: What he was saying is that the hon. Minister should
show some inclination.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: The Planning Commission has already taken a
view and adversely commented on the disinclination of different Ministries of
the Central Government to transfer the schemes. That is a fact.

*485. [The questioners (Miss Mabel Rabello and Shri Munavvar Hasan)
were absent. For answer, vide page 30 infra.]

ORI 3 AFIETRIS ST S THER
#486. 3t Yot ¥or4 “Rig der : +

i} I SIeHAT:
FAT AT AR TR 3] I8 q1 B8 HuT HY (b

(P) TG © [P ORI & ARISTRID S Bl, TAROT ATEgH] [T
golaeT=e MfSAT gRT gaRd ol iR FHERT & SRl gard
fore o,

(@) I Bl A1 59 FdY § ARPR B! a1 uRIfehan g,

(1) &1 IE SR A1 P ST I FRma o di frerd g 09 &
EIRIEICIER ISR SRR N

() afg &, A g7 TR BT FuT AR FTE?

G 3R TR HAT (ST AT WIRIST) +(F) W (F) T fdaror
JHT 9T IR 3 e B
e
(®) &R (®@): I=Ee <M arell iy § ffsar
Raife & gurg R gwen =1 7 8kl 1 a2y,
TRIAT U9 IRYS & aeel 7 4 HEE, 3 AR 8
319e1,2002 ®1 FAfSaT @1 g8 JHTad &1 & forg
IRT R gY ol IR Y off f5 et Raife,
fRIYeR ORI # AMuETRIeS ATl Fwel Raifer
P NRIRS AFES] & JIAR 8 AR IGH TR
Hioqar RUfT & Areriyed S &l geT 3R S
& forq foph) +ft 0 & o 7 FHa1 S|

(MR (&) ORI ARBR 1 Grord fhar fd gferq a1 el
TS, TSR, IBHSTEIE | YT 200 Afhal &t s ol foax-
o) &= & 1w 7 31¥e, 2002 BT g TATT BT TERT 1 TST |
TR AYBR A U HaTTgd ~ATITdier 3 ge1 H S B & A9
T feg gl
T H I8 U &7 I1og 197 98 “AeT” §RT gel 41|
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RAJYA SABHA [29 April, 2002]

Coverage of communal riots in Gujarat

1#486. SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH TALATM': 1+
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the communal riots in Gujarat were flared up by
media, especially by the photos and news-items telecast by electronic media;

(b) if so. Government's reaction thereto;

(c) whether it is for this reason that the angry local administration later
smelling the right opportunity took resort to breathing the press persons
mercilessly; and

(d) if so, the details of the incidents?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
(SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ): (a) to (d)A Statement is laid on theTable of
the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) In such situations involving communal flare up there are
always diverse opinions on the impact of media reporting. However, the Chairman
of the Press Council of India, has issued appeals on March 4, 3rd & 8th April,
2002, exhorting the media to ensure that their reporting, particularly, in Gujarat,
is in accordance with the ethical norms of reporting communal matters and did
not add, in any manner, to the flaring up of communal passions and aggravate
the existing situation in Gujarat.

(c) and (d) The Government of Gujarat has informed that police had to
resort to the use of force onApril 07,2002 to disperse a mob about 200 persons
at Gandhi Ashram, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad. The State Government has ordered
an Inquiry into the incident to be conducted by a retired High Court Judge of
Gujarat.

37t Trotig 99 Rig “da=: - FTaRy J818Y, ToRTd & &3 & SR
STEl Sigl AIeTiie S §Y, 99 SR RV A1 fRivax fo9 dve |
golag e Hifear &

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.

TThc question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh 'Lalan’.
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A1 I FATEAR JRAIRA Y, SHA YN S 3§ AT ATl Pl WR1G 81
3R I WR 9o g o 4 I8 HIfSdT Ae R |ifdd g3 & MERT &l gel &
ae f9 TRE A STeil g3 o @I QT A1 A1 I9P 919 R A=A ATl B
X1 ITS ST RE] 8, S AT <l & b Ueb &1 Wy &b ol AR arell 9 &
1 fihR S9% a18 o1 v @ et Rifa’t @t == 81 38 7, 99 S A
N7 IROMET RIFRT 7 81 89K a1 & JaTide SHA 40 TR AT gAY
FETT & Wl B W TR R QU A NI ST 2 2 f5 v & 9ge & am
3R AR I[ORIA § &1 P SR U &1 FHTI b Al JHIIT §U 81 $9 IRE b
FHMERI H ARG Ge4d R QW H s § 7eg ugadl 21 |G
HEIGY, ARPR 1 304 SR H I WiebR fhar 8 fob U HIRTeT & 3fegel - 4
HT, 3 3M1R 8 31id, 2002 I ATSAT BT I8 JFAPad d= & forg URT B gu
3dieT SR & oY o ITa! RUIET faRivess JoRTa 3§ AQTiis aHal et
RUIfET & AifRe AMES] & AR 8l $& VAT ol © & Hel 7 Fel
HIUES] P AFAR Il $O AT T & 6 ATISS] Bl faeal g ol H 3MMIb
H1EgH | A1 H] HElGd A & ST 18] § b R ARPR &b WR W
T Bl [qER & 1 Bis R g 81§ 6 <wlea 9 wafta S ey
aRfRfe &1, S gRfRufT & HIfsar wR B1E Brs 3 Hsde AT 39 8 B
IS T 81 b 39 ARE P FHTIR TSI 7 81 3R <7 H Sl SHRT AFRTRAD
AT €, T8 HIGH X8 2 &1 HIg 4T fIaR ARBR b U 87

ST AT TaRTST: FHURT ST, WRA ST Waa 991 4 SRR Hfean
beld Tal Bl gl afte ST #4 forRaa # +ft fem sik S9! A+ e
FERI A1 W 6 U BISRAS 37109 3117 H US SFSUST W[eld BT HTH B
21 for IRE & FHMEIR YHIRIT 81 2,99 (g 37+ Yffer 9 gy a4
BTSRRI b TIRIT J U g1R 7Ta1, i IR 1diel SR D11 I8 S+8I 4 91 Bl
3Tt STRY 1, S P 91 3 3T DI MY AR B iR T g1 918 § THABRI
& I S, a8t W I ST I gF 3R 8 A B W ST Ud et SR
el ST © T Xele <1 I8 98 3res] YAl 3aT Bl

it Xrohig Yo Rig “arer : urafa S St & fob 89 99 &l o &
JTSITST & UeTeR §, U B Xl & UeleR| oifdhT Jg 19 I B ToTal 3R
AT Pl W < R | HUR 7 BN SR U Bl Jiroirel =T, a1 fopsdt oft
TS IT WA= <97 f2d | IR &1 el dF S UR et dal (=1 o=
P JTTIIHAT T © TP < BT f2d SR Bl....(FdLH)....
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#t SFraee TET: oY U7 AR © f5 SRARM ) 4 9w e el
ST &1 |9 =il 7 @Rl S, (@@u™). .. 8% IS Bl 3T IS Iad H
§aTed BN B....(TIYT).....3MT ART IF BT A SE1 A8 ....(FAUH)....

7} TTita I Ryg e il 81, 91 =78 & S9ieTy &b Sue! i
AR | 21 31UBT HfY AATHRAT HRJARTH 4 B

STl AT TR FHTIRT Sf, S 91d A | | wE E, S99
P A1 W Afae fFEfaRt 9 wWer fear 81 8y SiFd & g9R afaar o
gRT 19 ¥ ST&l I Bt W= <F Tt 8, 981 €gRT 19 B 99 IRT 2 F <L 39
STg e YRgaerd &1 i f7eh 5 51 SHfely Wikt &1 3fTeTral fohe FRISrqun &
d19 W gl I8 A1 Af9eTT | gH1IeT forT gon 21 g9R I8 e f mesdisy
T g3 &, 918 d TISHINCT DI 11 81, ITH ST W1 DI &I 4 W& g $O
37T T ol a1t @t TR £

SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, there is no meaning in breaking
a mirror when the face is ugly. The media, both electronic and print, is very alert
in India. That is the only safeguard for our democratic set up. This is our
strength. I would request the hon. Minister to see to it that more freedom is
given to the print and electronic media. There should not be any attempt to
curb the freedom which they are enjoying now.

SeTcH YA WRTS: YT S A1 94w $8 I8 © [ o9 98- 9T
B TU0T S IR | T el T SR AR BIeH df 919 I I8 81 A7 1 I8
&1 Fc [aTel & ST H I8 I Pel © (b SR SR Wdd <2 H Ta-ie Sl
HIRETT BT Pl el el AR A fHdl STare | I8 @y §ft 781 Fravedt nft
o IRPR 3 ARE BT Bls SXIGT G © {6 U Bl deled Bl

SHRI K.M. KHAN: As the Government is aware, after the Godhra incident,
certain newspapers have played a very damaging role in propagating the Godhra
incident and flaring up the situation. This was one of the reasons for the
occurrence of post-Godhara incidents at many places in Gujarat I would like to
know whether the Government has taken not of the fact that certain NGOs have
represented to the Press Council of India to take note of the situation and see
how best the media can play a constructive role in a situation like this.

SR YT FERTST: G Sff, 14 &1 aTel &b Sfare § 39 < fb
O -1 39 21 31 wEa © 6 Mert & qre g e 9 fmar

I HRAA
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HelaR 377 GaATl GIR P & [, eI, I a8 I o ¥ fe@ra 71 IaH
THaR T diof 2| AT 1 o791 fofRad Starg gt 9 g foan fos wifsar o
Y¥epT b BIROT HEHTA febeiT fATTST T 8 $ R H 37eTT-37elT /1Y &1 tfeh
ST 89 et {6 U9 HefRicl & JIRAT 3 IIhdcT 59 91d & Aifed forar Tah
IR T2 gfew I IR Aifes foram iR ST geaRn &1 foran R w9 dad
Aot fearft 51 <8 ot 9% forg s= Hifsar & orfta &t @ik o w99 3
e IFHR & A1 TS Al SR IRGR 34T B iR $9fery Tawive &
ERT AT Y SIM 1 91d 21 8, Welc™ 31 1 Jde WU I PR I8 &
IR THPT FdIY 84 3R TdE Bl 81 318Vl

SHRI JIBON ROY: Sir, media is nothing but a mirror reflecting the reality
that is happening on the ground. And, no doubt, it should be very cautious
while playing its role. To my understanding, while dealing with the Gujarat
issue, media did play a patriotic and a very cautious role. So, in the name of
controlling the media, it should not happen that there is a free right to kill and
it is not known to the world. With all respects to the hon. Member, I would
request him not to communalise the issue by raising such questions.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This supplementary is not relevant...

Sl AT RIS FUTRT SIS 9 waTd B, 9Ee 9 R/ A I
Bl....(FGHH).... AR ST | Pal helel P 91d 37 8 81 o1 § ST o1
A e iR ermaast t feamish f=1 X1 ® e+ H 81 <&l &l

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is all right. This supplementary is not addressed
to you.

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, though I have nothing to say
about the question as such, 1 do hope that the hon. Minister is aware of the
implications of part (c) of this question. It reads: "Whether it is for this reason
that the angry local administration later smelling the right opportunity took
resort to beating the press persons mercilessly". Sir, with due respects to everyone
and not passing any judgement about anything, I think, framing of such a
question is very, very unfortunate, and 1 hope, the hon. Minister has taken
proper note of what this implies.

o7l T TaRToT: AHIRT ST, FReE o avE i fhaT ST 8 3 W
BRI Bls beld Aol 2l 1oy qYT FIaTerd Ueq WhR Bl gl S8 39 I3
DI DI 3 WY H WHR a1, gafey g9 e & Sa1g < & forg a3 Frara off
<Ifp STet I BT HdTel &
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STTg 2 g8 89 598 9 feur 8 f ISy WReR 7 99 "eHdl W) dihRiel Udh
SHARR] STE © 3R =l &I S 1 98 S=a ey & Y AdTigd
=TT § HYER ¥E 51 i1 i I9H RUIS Mgt Afeh & g1 STox qa1 §
R T8 @ 59 FaTd &l & &, A1 81 Udh TR 31T NN ORI TRBR 7
T 21 IRM TR S YW @ a9 I8 JeT § 5 1 |ed Trle
D IR THST AT STHTORE DT AIRT 1T AR 31 T & 6 86 39 Sy
e Bt gclien w1 ARyl

sftcht wfdar oIRTEn: AUl "8Gy, | W3 "Eieg | U8 Al
g 6 31l IBIM 37U U & IR H HET 8 b 49 BISRIA Bl qoi w0 4
AT & 3R =M SUb HUN U Th fewof} ot <) 81 o soiagi~iad
HETT & SR AT BIE BRI BT 17307 2 75 ITH! O G2 7 o TH7?
ft 5= weleT, § ergHeaTe s o d1 A 3T fh S g1 981 UR Uh BT
Ugel 81 gl § U1 PV AR § Al S8 Bl IR-IR (&R 1 38T 81 71 $B I
e Wifear & T XY iR g ust ff Xy, # T 7€ o el oif
I Fal & & SR A 41 Hel 11 {6 I8 |99 T2 fe@m g1 ar # #@30
TEIST | I8 Yo =@red! § P aR-IR S R &1 faam an arlt & 1R
AR B 1 7hEn Avfed fewm wR uifvifed S8 o4 T2t faxaran fs ot
H 1 81 BT B, [l @ Gagmd I7! &1 o W81 8,71 $9d HUR S2l Bl
Tt T8l oA 81 4 Rith I gul aredl § 6 a1 solagite difsar
BHISRTS I TS ST SR ISP HUR 32T @7 S ?

SR AT WIRTST: GHURT ST, golag (e HifSar 31 Weic $R &
fa Weler & AR W UP AT SRR 9, I§ IKId TWBR &
foareEi= @1 S¥Ed 918 S Bl e @R Ue Hifsar srefia a9,/ afe I
BRI iR FTHIRET BRI ePR UH & & i 3 oY iR #Hifean
FHISRIS 9, I8 U8 U IR IRBR & faarefis a1 afde § smya! g
= o T THa Siaoie SHIeH &1 e 1T 3iR &9+ I8 a1 3@ {6 &4
3 OXE B Uh HISTT BISRIT T8 TH AT STBIRET HISRIel 91 AT8d
g, 1 ITH! T & 3TT-3TeT Xelest dl STovd 7 81 1 SATaT 37287 71 3iR
BHAa HHIE H AR I drsdhiRe f9at H1 4 qawgd o= foran o &
TEd SIS PBIRET BISRIA I B §Td 8H B I Al AT HaorT HHITH
o1 faer o @ Affa & 9 R, S99 8 doc Ul B gaver & Y 8 R
H golagi=e HIfSAT & e B W 98 HHITH < 3R 9 & 91 o Hifsan

HTIRIT 3R TTS BRI BISRIA Bl g1 T 8T T
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SHRI R. K. AN AND: Sir, we are talking about the media. To the best of my
knowledge, the IB has given a lot of information to the Government about
pamphlets being distributed in the entire State by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and many other organisations. It is in the newspapers today that the RSS has
distributed some pamphlets in Jharkhand for wiping out the Christian
community from that State. What action the Ministry is taking on this? Also,
what about the reports that have been given by the IB regarding distribution on
pamphlets which are provocative in nature?

STl AT RIS GHART FEIGd, ggell a7d < 39 QR T Bl 59
HATd A Bl dTodd 81 & 3R S8l I TAR HATd BT FaTd ©, I H Ul g5
ot 3R galde e Hifsar # foari i Aol 4R Hrery # arreht, <ifep=T fopy
TRE BT BIs UATRIC 3R BRI [SHERH! UST ST © ol a8 I8 HATeTd Bl
B &, ST AXBR b AL S AT TS TSR 3M0chl &, IFDBI 14 81 I8 ol
TART HTeld BT B T8 B

sftean A9 Gafa 7RIS, del St wnifa Aral a8t Marer mar &R
Afear gRT fexar 1, I8 U 38 91 8, <ifeh S &l a1d ol 98 Tl alel
B Bl 319 Hf$TT o fagre § 98 ¥ 91 I8 SHET AfTBR 21 3719 I o
BT © 3R Sl el ISl a1 H 37TS &, 9% 7 81- 39 d¥ed] [Ja1g < e
ST =R 8T g9 YR IS & 3[R g a1l 81 g 3T Al St &b qe Bl
AP 6-7 & TR UIferamie §5 &1 $fory 59 a1 & uTfetfedell 7 ofd gv
SHT FETST ® i iR AT w1 T Be @ efee | Mifsar & v e
ST AT BIRCICYRT DI W1 a1 BIs Fel 91d Tel 2l SAfeg aM! JfSaT
S gAY 98 <9 & & § 81 3R S 7TId 91 ®, S Bl b+ BT 39 BT HIH
TIRIETART B8 81 39 IR § WRPR T R dlell 872

S GO RIS GHTART ST, §9 4§ A1 warel T8l @ [ 61 Sfarg
1 <1 811 &, HIRSa uR S 319 ol fewoll 8, S GAHR A arel STe” et
B

Y SERTS gAY TEIGY, ' Hifear & faeg 79 €, Afed gaiad
el S =1feq| 519 UH.T9. 1 aRiel 18 IR Bl % g Al U JUR o
Igi & TiET Bidt &1 Bl fUaer fezaman Sifd 11 91 8ia | faenedi g, 39 &
Tg BT AT ST T ORI & Yo H Sl e et 1Y, S & SRR 97-
98 gRe faerferan =1 uxle <11 S Fax YoRTd H 3iR WRIBR JEHSIEIE Y
H R AW o, oifdT 99 7 SHggraR, d {6 &1 99 T8 o g,
et & gler gfet # ST & Ul &1 hie! fa@mT| Naturally ,nobody will be
their...(Interruptions)3lR ST &7 & gAY wierst 4 & I 9 IR 4 U9
HISAS AT I HISRTSA & I file FfST1 &b Raes o o,
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39 & forg A== H=0t off faaR xaft? Heley, oI rgderee ey § A
A B o, 9 Wt ud selacia WA 7 15-15 &7 & g & I91G Bl
TRIGIST DR b AT DI UTIRN YSbTH BT BT fhar Safd 15 a7 & a1g S0
7 DI BIg Sexd el ot HEIGY H BIg Yol el BT, offdh I8 ghidd
2 fop file Mifsar iR soracife Nfear 7 39 axg & S il <1, 98 Je 781
2l.....(GE).... There are so many instances. (Interruptions) 1 give only two
instances. By mentioning these two instances, I want to know from the hon.

Minister f& J& ST §PIdHd 8, 99 & IR H A T BT ared & a7 394
BIIRTA I TN H PO TR o, I & oY I8 &RIT HRAT A18dl1 87

St uAT RIS FETafT Sf, fdt sRaaR @1 faRy Raife &1
STHR AT T SR 87 3R 9P 39 3R Bt RuifeT & Rrarad =
ar I8 forgex I defya o 46, I Pefid SO W gefd eridre
B BRI 918 B 3AAY TS, IRPR Bl ITH Blg ADI T8I Bl
WRBR DI 394 DIs YAPT 81 81 i< 3Mue] HIg Rprad & A 39 fogas
U BRI ®1 AT g8 Jiferd Sriare! dra|

S1. IR I7EHS: U HBld, H J& a1d il 59 qaTe & << A
B ATedl §, I8 I8 o 519 U <1 1 I WRBR B! [h41 Aivariaes <31 39
fore 81 <1 S g9y Mf$ar o1 el agd Fecaqul &1 Sl Bl........ (FaEm)... d
T R & §, M9 G AN AL L......(STGET)

it | 3179 FaTe gfey
S1.IERR IMEAE: T3, H FATdl UV V& El....(aLH)
i Uy 3179 FaTe BT

S1. AR IEHS: G 51l § FaTel 81 g0 el gl A1 39 997 AT
1 el g &1 HEdYUl 81 STl 81 § A1 1 Sf § SI1 =18 § fb 99
AYETRIG g1 & SRM 59 UdR ¥ JoRa 4 g9 3R ST & MgR )
HIfSAT & AR DI Bic-BICH AR BT T [HIT AT AR $& A7l &b b
ST fI9TS Bl T arad lie 31FT TS, 39 R $s WeR o TeR |
gifeaa st i Hifsar & sz vt sifd, dvem ok & & @ o U=
STTE! WX, <181 VAT e Bkl 81, 981 YRET UST &I SIQ? gl & a1ef & |
A #3151 A I8 A ST =g o S e 9 SISy ol gdTe fa,
RIT ST TSI TS & SRIF Hel fhd! e &f a7 fosdt Mifsar &1, fodt
ITcT P MgSIBTS [HAT AT fh 377hT Bl AUSIADT et § IS AN
el 87 3fd H H, MISAT & I AN DI 98T <1 AT, T8 39 uid A i1
T 81 Y8 &t ST IR S B g7 3R S SHh! g9 By ART <9
T &1 Tl
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SR o1 RIS FHAfT Sfl, I8 9o 579 RE &1 |41 A g8 T
2, for gRon R anenRT B, 9 H Bds FeAd T8 g1 U8 a2 & 76l € fh
T81 OR fHdl &9 A1 SR &b AN Bl 3Tl A FSTHR AR T & 3R I7h! I8
e Ul 81 9%, 39 U9 o7 WeT ey 399 781, S gaTet 319 Uu 78 B

1. MR IEHS: IR, Y 71 o1 79 g o for avg 9 v

7l T9.Q9. SEGaTferdl: [HIUNT HEIGd, I8 qdTel o axh Sl JATeTg
TIY T ©, ST G & BRIdTe! | fHerar Syl......(agm)....

SHRI N1LOTPAL BASU: Sir, what he has said has actually been told by
the Press Guild representatives who went there to study the situation.
{Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Sir, while replying to the supplementary
question, the hon. Minister referred to the freedom of Press as envisaged in
article 19, and she rightly talked of reasonable restriction. So far the practice is
that we have left these restrictions to be imposed by the Press themselves, the
Press Council or certain other bodies, which is called self-discipline. Any attempt
to impose discipline from outside will be totally counter-productive. There
may be differences of opinion, no doubt. If I have heard her language correctly,
the hon. Minister took objection to the language of the supplementary put by
Shri Abrar Ahmed. But the same objection has been raised by Shri Arjun Singh,
if you look at the text of the question itself. Therefore, let us not pass judgement
on that.

Secondly, I would like to know whether the hon. Minister has come
across the recommendations made by the Constitution Review Committee
which was appointed by her Government. The Constitution Review Committee
has made a specific reference that instead of having implied freedom of speech
under article 19, the fundamental rights relating to that should be amended to
make it explicit and direct.

Sl AT RIS S 8, qUTIfcr Sff hecieged Reg HACT &1 S
3R &, 9 4 € 991, §9e & 9 A 9ewl 3 Sl 21 Yes, | have
come across those recommendations, ofed 897 a1 aﬁs‘ Y 91q ﬁf?ﬁ EH| Eba[,
S deieyeE Reg HACT ¥ 8l 3R D! dglfsae Bl 8l 71 W b )
STaTel § 8 91 Bl Hel § [ IR & 37eX U &I WAl B 8, U4
FTSIeTaT ¥ BT R Ah | 7H HIfSAT B
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BT Tel BRAT ATed | H71 eI T B 91d 4 I8 Hel [ sfetse e

BTH Y| U ARIE P [Tl BT STATd ol 8 H I8 HET [ &H I BISRIet Bl
Rrpaa T8 BN, TRHR BT Y4BT 8! 1 3R MMID] DI RIGRIT & Al M7
Th

ANIR® 811 $ A1 RIPRIT B Fhd 813 1 91l helSaes! haf &2 g g
1 FaT 9 Al Gl FH | AT S1g 7 Bt {1 Sarq # I8 ufreats Faerh
5 TRPR NEAT B g BT a8 B 81 1R foRad a1 #iRgs Stamer # &
T H ) 9 VA Y96 TP 81 1 b IRBR Bl NSAT B el BT a8l
21 HIRESRM Ry HHIRM &I 51 RBHST™ &, I 3R AH TS B

*487. [The questioner (Shri Kalraj Mishra) was absent. For answer,
vide page 31 infra.]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 488.

Tax-exemptions for Ayurveda and ISM

*488. DR.KARANSINGH:t
SHRI AIMADUDDIN AHMED KHAN (DURRU):
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state:
(a) whether any proposal for certain relief and tax-exemptions to help
Ayurveda and other Indigenous Systems of Medicine to effectively tap the
growing international market for non-allopathic drugs have been considered;

(b) if so, the measures considered; and

(c) the decisions taken in regard thereto and the steps taken to implement
the same?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. C.P.
THAKUR): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

The following fiscal concessions and incentives are available to the
ISM&H drugs industry:

1. (i) The Basic Customs duty on medicines of ayurvedic, unani, siddha
and homoeopathic systems was reduced from 35 per cent to 30
per cent in the budget for the year 2002-2003, along with the peak
rate reduction.

TThe question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Dr. Karan Singh.
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