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MATTER RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR
Truckers' Strike

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Madam, for the last nine
days, the truckers' strike is going on. It is shocking that Government is still not at all
able to solve the problem. In fact, as per the estimates, the nation is losing about one
thousand crore of rupees per day due to this.

In the country, small-scale industries, cotiage inaustnes and poultry
industries have come to standstill, besides big industries. If it continues, the total life
is going to be paralysed. Diesel is not coming; supply of petrol may also be stopped.
...{Interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. You have made your mention. ...
...Interruptions)...

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: No. Now, I want to know till today, what
efforts the Government have made. Only one meeting has taken place between the
Minister of Surface Transport and the truck associations. ... ...{Interruptions)...

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradehs) : This is a very
serious issue ............ {Interruptions)...

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Till today, why is the Government so quiet?
I want an assurance from the Government. ... {Interruptions)....If it continues, there is
going to be a chaos in the country. ...{Interruptions)...So many drivers are actually
losing their livelihood. Some people have died because of the poverty problem.
...{Interruptions)...

SHRI N. JOTHI (Tamil Nadu) : In Tamil Nadu, powerloom sector is also
suffering. ...{Interruptbns)...
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Manmohan Singh wants to say something.

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH (Assam): All that we know about the truckers'
strike is that a number of advertisements have appeared in the newspapers on behalf of
the Government. I say it with all humility that, at least, in some of the cases, the
Government's stand appears to be not well-explained. Therefore, it is very important
that a matter, which affects so vitally the economy of our country, should be
discussed. Transport is an important link in the economic management of our country.
This is the eighth day of the strike. The strike is going on. There is no end to this strike
in sight. It is absolutely important that the Government should come to the House to
tell us what they propose to do to handle this strike.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: She wants ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI N. JOTHI: In Tamil Nadu and other places, powerloom sector is also
suffering. ...I/nterruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: She is replying.

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE AND
MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ) : Let
me respond to this. STTHTART ST, H TR AT H WG DI THGRI <A1 AR 6 §F

TSdIdl & 99T 9 el 81 gidIc MAfRex Yall-Aici IeHe 89 4 &l |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned till 2.00 p.m. for lunch.
At 2.00 p.m., we will discuss Ministry of Agriculture to be initiated by Shri Rama
Shanker Kaushik.

The House then adjourned for lunch at fifty eight minutes past twelve of
the clock
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The House reassembled after lunch at two minutes past two of the clock, MR.
CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
DISCUSSION ON THE WORKING OF THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Rama Shanker Kaushik.
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