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MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF CHAIR
Natural calamity in Assam

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, | wish to draw the attention of the Government to the
severe natural calamity, the cyclone and the thunderstorm, which have led
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to loss of about 33 persons, caused injury to over one thousand persons;
and have led to a situation where thousands of people have been rendered
homeless in Assam. The Government of Assam is going to grapple with the
situation. But the resources available with the Government of Assam are
extremely limited. |, therefore, urge upon the Central Government to take all
possible measures to assist the affected families, assist in every possible
way the Government of Assam so that it can provide relief to the affected
families. Our sympathy also goes to all those families who have suffered in
this cyclone.
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): Sir, the day before
yesterday, a cyclone and a thunderstorm started in Assam. This natural
calamity nas caused the death of more than 50 persons, has rendered lakhs
of people homeless, and has injured more than one thousand people.
Several districts of Dhubri, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Kamrup, Sonitpur, Nalbari,
and Nowgaon, are badly affected. In the Mankasar area of Dhubri District,
bordering Bangladesh, the situation is very pathetic. Here, the casualties
were more than 25. In the Bihpuria area of Lakhimpur district more than
1000 houses have been destroyed because of the thunderstorms. So, |
request the entire House to join me, and urge upon the Government; the
Prime Minister, to send a Disaster Management Team to Assam
immediately, and provide adequate relief and assistance of all sorts,
including economic relief, to help the Government of Assam in their relief
and rehabilitation work. Thank you very much.

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Sir, | associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by my colleague, Dr. Arun Kumar Sarma.
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