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Need to bring legislation to facilitate linking of rivers 

SHRI C.PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): The National Water Development 

Agency was set up in 1982 to carry out detailed studies, surveys and 

investigations and to prepare feasibility reports on linking of rivers in the 

country. This Agency has identified 30 links for preparation of feasibility 

reports and has prepared feasibility reports of 6 such links. A Task Force was' 

set up in December, 2002, to co-ordinate among the States and to provide 

guidance on norms of appraisal of individual projects. According to reports, 

Action Plan I and II should be ready by the end of July this year. It is the duty 

of the Centre to take necessary steps for the early completion of work and to 

see that water scarce States, like Tamil Nadu, get their due. Therefore, it is 

necessary to bring forward a legislation for nationalising rivers. Then alone, 

redirecting surplus water to water-scarce States could be effectively done 

through linking rivers. It is also necessary to appoint one member from the 

water-scarce State, Tamil Nadu, to the Task Force. The National Water 

Development Council has assessed the water deficit in Tamil Nadu as 250 

TMC. But, only two, out of the 30 proposed links, will carry water to Tamil 

Nadu. That water will also be insufficient for the State. For example, Cauvery 

is to get only 56.5 TMC water through linkage. The Government of Tamil Nadu 

had apprised the Task Force of the ground realities  and  pointed out  the 

need to continue with the  existing  water 
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sharing agreements.    So,  I appeal to the Government to bring forward a 

legislation to nationalise rivers to make linking of rivers a reality. 

Need for installation of Da Vinci Surgical System in all major hospitals in the 

country for by pass surgery 

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Madam, open-

heart surgery is traumatic because it requires a large incision in the chest, 

sawing through the breastbone and then cracking open the ribcage. According 

to the reports, lakhs and lakhs of people in India die annually due to heart 

attacks. But, with the help of Da Vinci, which is a robotic machine, the bypass 

surgery is less painful; it reduces the costs and the chance of infection, 

drastically cuts down the recuperation time, reduces time and causes less 

damage to the surrounding tissues. This is the latest technology that is 

available in the world for bypass surgery. Using Da Vinci not only reduces 

hospitalisation time but it also dispenses with the heart-lung machine which 

takes over the heart's functions when the heart is stopped in the conventional 

surgery, which is very risky. With the help of Da Vinci, a robotic machine, the 

doctor makes only three tiny holes on the left side of the chest. Then, with the 

help of a pair of joysticks, the surgeon controls the Da Vinci's robotic arms. 

These robotic arms can also reach those places which a doctor's arm cannot 

reach. The computer interface mimics the surgeon's movements on the hand 

and foot controls to a micro millimeter level. So, I strongly suggest for 

installation of Da Vinci, to being with, in all the major Government hospitals 

engaged in by pass surgery in India since the machine costs less than Rs.5 

crores. I hope the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will take keen interest 

in this and react quickly to my suggestion because it concerns us all. 

Madam, I request you also to recommend it to the Government 

because this is a very important advanced technology. 

THh DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, I do agree with you that we need to 

improve our operation system. We know what happened in the case of Shri 

Murasoli Maran. louring the operation, somehow, some fungus reached inside 

and he developed complications. For months, he is ill. We wish him all the 

best and a speedy recovery. 

226 


