RAJYA SABHA [2 May, 2003]

Shortage of NCERT books
*590. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT : Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a shortage of NCERT books particularly
for senior secondary classes for this academic year;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps being taken to ensure that books are made available to students
immediately?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. VALLABHBHAI RAMIJIBHAI
KATHIRIA): (a) to (c) As per information furnished by NCERT, they have
already printed and released the textbooks for classes I to XI and for class
XII (3rd Semester) for the current academic year. These books have been
made available through a network of about 160 wholesale dealers throughout
the country. The books are also sold from NCERT Headquarters' sales
counter, New Delhi.

On account of the truckers' strike, some difficulties were experienced in
dispatching the books to the regional centres of NCERT located at Kolkata,
Ahmedabad and Bangalore for further delivery to the wholesale dealers in the
respective regions. With the strike having been called off, the books are now
being dispatched speedily to the respective centres, so that the books are
available to the students.

A AGHAR e TR, H ATID q7edH J {3 7RG A I8 ST A
o 19 U Tpell TF BT G 7T A7 MR BTAT B HRAT BT THIT AFAT 4 2T,
AT g ATHT H YAD] DI SUSALT BRI DI AT AT T8l S1 Fabl, Tabi Bl
TIEE o1 915 § g8 ? Wil 7eley & I8 @ @Ry 6 oSl - aRisi
BTA| Pl gD BRUN [ha1 JHAT g2l €, S fb AHITG S AN H ITD!
TTgH IR &I e8! (el Al | b FET9 ol Yob 911 a1 9307 |
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DR. VALLABHBHAI RAMIJIBHAI KATHIRIA) : Sir,
because of the stay given by the Supreme Court, last year, we could not
publish the books on time. After September, 2002 we started printing books
for the year 2003. Then we took up the task of printing new books for classes

2nd, 4th, 7th, 10th and 12th. These books are being published for the first
time. That is why it took more time for printing books and for
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deciding the curriculum. Now everything has been done. We have already
dispatched books to all the Regional Centres.
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DR. VALLABHBHAIRAMIJIBHAIKATHIRIA: Sir, we have taken up this
matter very seriously. We had also held a meeting with the NCERT. It has been
decided that books in English Medium for classes 10th and 12th would be
supplied to the students before the 10th of May. Thereafter, when the vacation
are over and the new sessions starts, we will definitely provide books to all the
students in the country.
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Impact of mid-day meal scheme on education

*591. SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the States where the system of mid-day meal in schools
has been introduced (with the year of the commencement of the system);

(b) what about those States where the system is still due to be started;

(c) what share do the Central Government bear for running mid-day meal
scheme in the States;

(d) whether Government have formulated or are going to formulate a nation-
wide policy on the system; if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the impact of mid-day meals on elementary education according to the
Central Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI ASHOK PRADHAN): (a) to (e) A Statement is laid on
the Table of the House.
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