RAJYA SABHA [5 March, 2003]

administration, in earthquakes, in floods, or in some other emergency.
Armed Forces are not meant for the internal security purposes at all. So,
there can be no correlation, direct or indirect, with the population,

*212.{ The questioners (Shrirnati Birnba Raikar and Shri Nandi Yellaiah)
were absent. For answer vide pages 51-52 infra.]

*213. [The questioner (Dr. C. Narayana Reddy) was absent. For
answer vide pages 52-53 infra.)

Foreign investment in hydro-based electricity projects in J&K

*214. SHRI T.S. BAJWA: Will the Minister of FPOWER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Govemment have any proposal for promoting foreign
investment in hydro-based electricity projects in Jarmmu and Kashmir to
tide over the power crisis; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF POWER (SHRI ANANT GANGARAM GEETE):
(a) and (b) There is no proposal at present involving foreign investment in
specific hydro-based electricity projects in Jammu and Kashmir. However,
Government of Jammu and Kashmir has informed that twa Hydro-electric
projects in the State sector namely, Bageihar Stage-1 (450 MW) and
Sawalkote (600 MW) have been contracted for execution where foreign
borrowings are involved.

SHRI T.S. BAJWA: Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether there is any proposal for promoting foreign investment in hydro-
based electricity projects in Jammu & Kashmir, to tide over the power
crisis in the State. When power projects in the States like Maharashtra,
QOrissa, Bihar and Haryana are being funded, why nat include Jammu &
Kashmir, which is facing power crisis? Also, the State of Jammu & Kashmir
is facing a crisis due to militancy. Hence, priority for Jammu & Kashmir
should be given.
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DR. FARCOQ ABDULLAH: Sir, in my Government's span, seven
projects were handed over to the Central Government on the basis of
BOOT. What is the present status of those projects, which were handed
over to the Centre?Secondly, there is a project that the Government is
running in which the Norwegian Government has been very much invoived,
called the Sawalkote Project. | believe that the Government of Jammu &
Kashmir is not in a position to run that project. Is there a possibility of
Government of India helping the Government of Jammu & Kashmir in
taking up that project, so that 1000 megawatts of power can be produced?
This will be of great use, not only to Jammu & Kashmir, but also to the
Northern grid, which is vita! for us. You are talking of computerisation,
Sir; how will those computers work when there is no power?
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SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD:Whait is the fate of this particular project
which Dr. Farooq Abdullah has mentioned?

st = s W W,
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let him complete his answer.

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: &, # 7 %e gem ¢ % Wi s 2 on
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*215. [The questioner (Shri Harish Rawat) was absent. For answer
vide pages 53-54 infra.]
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