
[7 March, 2003] RAJYA   SABHA 

Scholarship to SC/ST students for study abroad 

†1787. SHRIMATI JAMANA DEVI BARUPAL: Will the Minister of 

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have sent/propose to send the promising 

students of scheduled castes/scheduled tribes in countries like America to gain 

Higher Education by way of awarding them scholarships; 

(b) if so, the number of students sent/proposed to be sent abroad this 

year; and 

(c) the number of male and female students sent abroad for higher studies 

along with details of such students from Rajasthan State? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. VALLABHBHAI RAMJIBHAI 

KATHIRIA): (a) As per information received from the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, they were 

operating scholarship schemes upto the year 2000 to sent abroad SC and ST 

students respectively for higher studies in specified disciplines. 

(b) According to these Ministries, nine SC students and three ST 

students respectively have been/are likely to be sent abroad during 2002-03 

based on selections already made. 

(c) There are no candidates from Rajasthan State among them. 

Quality of higher education 

1788. SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Will the Minister of HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the quality of higher education 

including post-graduate teaching and research have to late been undergoing a 

downward trend in most of the Indian Universities; 

(b) if so, whether the factors responsible therefor have been identified; 

(c) whether Government have any proposal to set up a National 

Commission consisting of educational experts and academicians to go into the 

various ramifications of the problem; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?  

†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi. 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. VALLABHBHAI RAMJIBHAI 

KATHIRIA): (a) to (d) In the 10th Plan proposals for development of Higher 

Education in India, submitted by the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development to the Planning Commission, improvement in the quality of Higher 

Education teaching and research has been, inter-alia, recognised as one of the 

thrust areas. To tackle the specific problem areas in Indian Higher Education 

system, it is proposed to, inter-alia, achieve quality in teaching and research. 

There is, however, no proposal of the Government to set up a National 

Commission to go into the ramifications of the problems, if any. 

Failure of examination system 

1789. DR. AKHILESH DAS: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to the new-item 

"Examination system is flawed" appearing in the Hindustan Times dated the 

27th January, 2003; 

(b) if so, whether despite numerous experts committee reports, and analysis 

made by educationalists and academicians, the examination system continues 

to be as flawed as it was, branding any one scoring a certain percentage of 

marks as "failure"; leaving a trail of suicides by students year after years; and 

(c) what steps have been taken to introduce a grade based marking system 

and to bring about other examination reforms? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. VALLABHBHAI RAMJIBHAI 

KATHIRIA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. As examination reform is an ongoing 

process, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) as a pace setting 

National Board, has been continuously taking measures to reform the 

examination system in pursuance of the reports and recommendations made by 

various expert committees and commissions from time to time. 

(c) Some of the major steps taken by the CBSE are as follows: 

(i) Introduction of 9-point scale grading system alongwith numerical score. 
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