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SHRI RAM NAIK: Sir, nowhere there is a proposal for supplying LPG
through pipeline within a particular city, bui we are bringing LPG gas
through the longest pipeline in the world, covering 1400 KMs, from Gujarat
to Delhi. So, LPG is brought....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Via Rajasthan.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Yes, Sir, via Rajasthan, via Madhya Pradesh, via
Haryana to Dethi. But the point is that we are trying to see if we can
devolve a system like that. But at present only some cities in a particular
housing complex, if they take on wholesale basis, then, they supply
through their retail price. That type of experiment is going on, but no
decision has been taken so far.
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Dam on river flowing from Nepal

1*282. PROF. RAM DEC BHANDARY: Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCES be pleased to state:

{a) the details of the progress made in the discussion between India
and Nelpal for constructing dams over rivers passing through Bihar and
originating from Nepal;

{b) whether reprasentative of Bihar Government is included in the
discussion; and

{c) the steps being taken by Government to solve the problem of
the floods in Bihar due to these rivers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF WATER
RESOURCES (SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY): (a) to (c) A
Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) In pursuance to the decision taken by the Hon'ble Prime Minister
of Nepal and India during July-August, 2000, the India-Nepal Joint
Committee on Water Resources (JCWR) was set up to discuss all
important issues between India and Nepal on water resources including
storage schemes to control floods in rivers flowing from Nepal namely,
Sapta Kosi High Dam Multipurpose Project & Sun Kosi Storage cum
Diversion Scheme on river Kosi, Kamia Multipurpose Project on river
Kamila and Bagmati Multipurpose Project on river Bagmati.

In respect of Sapta Kosi High Dam Multipurpase Project & Sun
Kosi Storage cum Diversion Scheme, the Joint Team of Experts (JTE)
of India-Nepal has already come to an understanding and an Inception
Report of this project has been finalised to be a guiding document for
the Joint Study Team for preparation of the Detailed Project Report
(DPR). The Government of India has already approved the proposal
for setting up of a Joint Project Office to take up the Joint field
investigation/studies and preparation of DPR for the Project.

Proposal for construction of Multipurpose Storage dams on river
Kamla near Chisapani and on river Bagmati near Noonthar in Nepal

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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are under discussion with Nepal. Efforts to work out an understanding in
this regard are in progress though Nepalese feel that these projects may
not be feasible because ot social and environmental implications.

(b) Yes, Sir. The Engineer-in-Chief (Water Resources Department),
Government of Bihar is representing the State Government in the Joint
Team of Experts.

(¢} Flood Management being a State subject, the responsibility of
planning, funding, executing and operating flood control schemes rests
with the concerned State Government. The assistance rendered by
the Central Government is technical, catalytic and promotional in nature.

Ganga Flood Control Commission under the Ministry of Water
Resources has prepared comprehensive plans for flood management
for all the rivers causing floods in the Ganga basin and sent the same
to the State Governments including Bihar for implementation of the
recommendation made therein. In addition, the Government of India
has also set up a number of Committees/Expert Groups to study the
problem of floods, the recommendations of which have been sent to
the State Governments including Bihar for implementation.

The Central Government has also been providing financial
assistance to the State Government through various Centrally
Sponsored Scheme to take up the works under critical anti-erosion
schemes, raising & strengthening and extensicn of embankments along
the rivers; and flood prcofing programme such as construction of raised
platforms and drainage channels. In addition, as a non-structural
measure to forewarn and manage flood disasters, a ptan scheme
namely, "Flood Forecasting & Warning system on rivers common to
India & Nepal" has also been in operation since 1989.
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DR. A. R. KIDWAL: Sir, the problem is really serious because from
Varanasi up to Farraka, the entire area gets fiooded for several months.
This is because of the silting of Ganges and its tributaries. Therefore,
the immediate requirement is that rivers, including the Ganges should
be desiited so that spread of water is stopped. So, | would like to know
as to what steps the Ministry is taking in this regard. The Ministry's

approach is not correct. They are not taking any steps to desilt these
rivers.

SHRIMAT! BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, in fact, the rivers originating
from Nepal come from a very high land. When these rivers flow, they carry
heavy silt. The hon. Member is very right in saying that this heavy silt
creates a lot of problems. Here, in our Ministry, there is no such proposal
to dig the river. It is with the Ministry of Shipping. If the river is dug up, it will
help in irrigation also. So far as our work is concerned, we will, surely, take
various measures in the Tenth Plan. We will surely discuss it with the
Expert Committee so that appropriate measures may be taken to stop the
siit coming to the main current of the flow of different rivers, the Ganges
and its tributaries.
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DR. L.M. SINGHVI: Sir, though it is true that flood management is a
State subject, | think the Government has to recognise that in the special
circumstances of Bihar, it is a diplomatic challenge, and the Central
Government must give it the highest priority. In view of your assurance,
Sir, we would like to know from the Minister whether any groundwork is
being laid in order to negotiate a quicker and lasting solution to this
problem in our negotiations with Nepal, and not only to say that the project
proposal is being approved by India but that everything else is being
withheld by Nepal. We would like to know what are the specific and
concrete time bound steps being taken for flood control through
negotiations with Nepal.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, regarding the Sapta Kosi
Dam Multipurpose Project and Sunkoshi Storage-cum-Diversion
Scheme, already, a joint team of experts has been set up. Here, we
have included the Engineer in Chief of Bihar Government as one of the
Members and already it is on the job. For the detailed project report,
already, an amount of Rs. 29 crores has been earmarked and this will
be entirely spent by the Government of India. The component of the
project will be Sapta Kosi High Dam; Re-regulating Dam at Chatra
across Kosi; Sun Kosi Diversion Dam at Kurule; Diversion Dam/Barrage
on the Kamala river; Diversion Tunnel about 16.5 Kms from Sun Kosi
to Kamala Basin; Command area and Canal System, both in India and
Nepal; Hydropower Generation at Kosi Chatra, Sun Kosi and Kamala
Dam/Barrages. Moreover, there will be high facility for navigation also
when the entire project will be completed. So far as these two projects
are concerned, although it will be a single component on a single rivar,
we have spread it as two projects. And it would be highly beneficial to
check the erosion and to check the silt, as the hon. Member has
referred to here, and to have a proper flood control measure in the
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entire Bihar, including Madhubani, almost bordering Nepal. The problem
of high-level flood, we hope, wili be solved with the completion of
these projects.
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