
RAJYA SABHA [13 March, 2003] 

SHRI ARUN SHOURIE: Sir, a large number of consultancy companies have 

now come up. At the moment the Engineers India is a very good company. It 

is providing, the hon. Member has rightly said consultancy services to the 

petroleum sector. It is also diversifying into other types of consultancy services 

for turn-key projects. Sir you will be glad to know that among the bidders, who 

have been qualified for the engineers India Ltd. I generally do not disclose the 

names but just to satisfy the hon. Member— are ONGC, BHEL, GAIL Larsen 

and Tubro and some other Sun group. So the public sector enterprises will be 

making a bid in this regard and naturally they will compete against others. 

Food security project 

*324. SHRI EKANATH K.THAKUR:Will the Minister of CONSUMER 

AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Canadian International Development 

Agency (CIDA) is providing C $ 5  million (Rs. 15.5 crore) assistance to 

implement a food security project in India; and 

(b) the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC 

DISTRIBUTION (SHRI SHARAD YADAV): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on 

the Table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) and (b) As per the available information, the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA), the official development assistance agency of the 

Government of Canada is providing assistance of about Rs. 15 crores to 

Canada's McGill University to work with the Tamil Nadu Agricultural 

University, Coimbatore, the University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad and 

the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore for a project entitled 

'Consolidation of Food Security in South India". 

The objective of the project is to contribute to the development of long 

term excellence in Agricultural Universities in South India in the field of post 

harvest technologies, including food processing.There is no direct involvement 

of the Government of India in this behalf. 
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SHRI EKANATH K.THAKUR: Sir, this is a project—the Food Security 

Project—of far-reaching implications and the newspaper reports, which have 

appeared, say that storage and food preservation technologies will be improved 

with this project and they will be commercialised on an all-India basis. But, 

the Minister has gone on to say that there is no direct involvement of the 

Government of India in this regard and I am surprised with his Statement. I 

would like to ask the Minister what is exactly the Food Security Policy of the 

Government of India vis-a-vis a common man and does it Conclude Zero 

Tolerance Level of starvation deaths as one of the ingredients of the policy? 
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SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR: Sir, my question is whether Zero 

Tolerance Level for starvation deaths is an element of their policy. 
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SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR: Sir, the answer has not come. My 

question was whether Zero Tolerance Level for starvation deaths is one of the 

elements of the Food Security Policy of this Government. My second 

supplementary—let him answer both the questions together—is whether 

Government of India is doing anything to investigate the widespread reports 

of starvation deaths in India. Sir, whenever a starvation death is reported, the 

State Governments get into action with all alacrity, speed and all the force at 

their command to cover it up. And, they try to ensure that every report is 

hushed up, as if there is no starvation death in this country. Does the 

Government have a proposal to set up a Central Agency to look into every 

single starvation death? Sir, starvation death is a stigma on the polity and 

democracy of this country. After nine Five Year Plans, there have been 

starvation deaths in this country and Food Minister of the Government of 

India must assure this House that there would be no starvation deaths. If there 

is any starvation death, Government of India will not allow the State 

Government to cover it up and examine every starvation death through the 

agency of CBI. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is enough. 
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SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, if there is food 

security today in our country, it is because of the great vision of our former 

Prime Minister, Pt. Nehru, He, in the beginning, set up a number of agricultural 

universities in this country in collaboration with the United States and other 

countries, particularly, on the model of Land Grant colleges, with the result 

that by Green Revolution, we have been able to achieve a degree of food 

security in this country, which also gave the political stability. Now, what I 

would like to know from the hon. Minister in this. As he himself admitted, 

millions of tonnes of foodgrains are being wasted, during the harvesting 

season as well as during the post-harvest season, in various godowns in the 

country... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You put your supplementary. 

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: Therefore, I would like to know form 

the hon. Minister as to whether the Government of India will play a proactive 

role to involve various agencies for bringing in new technology, that too, as 

quickly as possible, so that the foodgrains that are being wasted are saved and 

the food security is extended. Sir, why I am saying this is... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let the Minister reply now... 

SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: I wish to put my second supplementary. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No; second supplementary is not allowed. 
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�3, 4��!  �/3 �����
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9��� (�3��, W��� � /	 �ह ह1I, because of the price rise in the 

PDS for wheat and rice, the food subsidy has gone up. So, it is counterproductive. 
You are increasing the subsidy and, at the same time, increasing the price at a level, 
which is beyond the purchasing power of the people. You are, on the one hand, 
increasing the food subsidy and, at the same time, creating a situation, whereby people 
do not have access to the food for which you are giving the subsidy. So, my question is 
this. Will the Government of India think of liquidating this huge stock by launching a massive 
Food for Work Programme whereby our fod subsidy is also brought down and, at the 

same time, we have a major employment generation? �3, 4��!  �/3 �����
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�Q /�� �
�	� 
!9� 
�! ���! ��,�� �
 ! ह7 4Kह$ �
�! �ह: �
�� (�3% �	�!  �ह�� ���( #ह1��!, W��!  �/3 
�+� ह�/ ह� �$ #��� /�9 .� �� �� �
l I,�.� +� ���� ��� ह@% #��� /�9 
0@ ��/�( ����  �� �
�Q /��- �� ��2�-��2� /�+ #ह1����� ��� ह@ .... ( ,)���� )... 

 "� ����9$� ���:  �!
� b,�W�. �ह �ह: ह@% �!
� b,�W�. �ह ह@ �� ��
 ह��
! 
�ह�� /��- �� (C
  ह@ �0
 +� ह��
� +���
 ��- 	U � (� 
ह� ह@? ह��
� 0� � 
����E� �� ह� � (� 
ह� ह@, #
 �@ �#.� 0� � �,!�/�	�/.� �� ह� � (� 
ह� ह@ /!��� 
+���
 �� �ह: ह� 
ह! ह@ .... ( ,)���� ) ... 4��!  �/3 9�G ह� 
ह� ह@ ... ( ,)���� ) ... 

 "� ��#�2 �ह��)� : �+�#�  (�, �ह  � ह��
! �/3 91E� �� 	�  ह@ �� ह��
! 

!E �$ ����E� 	ह1  �\Y� ह� 
ह� ह@ .... ( ,)���� ) .... 

 

 SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Food Production, the production is going down. 
W���H��� �,w 
!9 /��(3 I What he is saying is incorrect. (Interruptions) He is 

misleading the House. W���H��� �,w 	 � � ह@ ����E� �� ह� 
ह� ह@%  

  

 "� ��#�2 �ह��)� : �+�#�  �ह�
�,.... ( ,)���� ) .... ��  �) *�  �$ #ह1 ��!.... 
( ,)���� ) ....  

 "� �#�$�% : 	�/�! 
��(3........( ,)���� ) ...... 
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 "� ����9$� ���: x�4. �� ,(ह �! ..... ( ,)���� ) .... 
   

 "��%� ���� ��ह	6��: �+�#�  �ह�
�, ���( �� +���
 W �� +
� ह1I ह@ 
�� .... ( ,)���� ) ... �ह: +� #ह1��� �� ! ह7 ... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 "� �#�$�% : 	�/�! 
��(3, 	�/�! 
��(3, �ह ��� �
 
ह� ह@ I# ... ( 
,)���� ) ... I# 	�/�!  � 
�.... ( ,)���� ) ..... 
 

 "� '�  )� � : �+�#�  �ह�
�, �! (� W �! 	Q!-	Q! �,�/ #�Y 
ह! ह7, �! 
W��$ �! 4g ! ह� �ह: ह@% �0
 +� �7 ��-�� ������ �
)� ... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 ��.����� �ह�  : �,�/ 4g ! ह@% 	!��� �,�/ ह@%  
 

 "� �#�$�% : I# 	@�g3, 	�/�!  � 
�.... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 ��. ����� �ह�  : I# �ह 	 �W3 �� ��� �" �m 4<#�
� 	U� ह@? �ह 	�  
�
� �!  ��

 �ह�� .... ( ,)���� ) ... �" �m 4<#�
� 	U� ह@ ... ( ,)���� ) .... I# 
	 �W3 ..... ( ,)���� ) ...... 
 

 "� �#�$�% : I# �1)�! �$ I 
ह! ह7% (,�	 
!�! �ह: 
! 
ह! ह@% .... ( ,)���� ) 
.... 
 

 "� ���� #:�/�); : (� .�,�/ #�Y� ह@ ,! 	 �3� .... ( ,)���� ) ... 

 "� �#�$�% : I# �ह: ��� 
ह!  � �! �@ �! ���$�! ... ( ,)���� ) ... 

 "� '�  )� � :  �+�#�  (�, ह��
! �ह�� �K� �� (� +� 4<#�
� 	U� �� 

घ.� ह@ 4��� #��� (����
�, #��!  I��Q! �!
! #�� �ह: ह@ .... ( ,)���� ) ..... 

 "� ����9$� ���:  I#�� W���H��� �,w ह1I ह@%  

 "� �#�$�% : �ह W��� �,m� �ह: ह@ �� ����E� �� �� ह@ ..... ( ,)���� 

) ... 

 "� ����9$� ���: 
� हy ! #ह/! W���H��� �,w ह1I ह@% 4��!  #�� #��� 

(����
� �ह: ह@... ( ,)���� ) .... 

 "� �#�$�% : ,ह g�� ह@ %  

 "� ����9$� ���: (����
� �ह: ह@  � I# ....( ,)���� ) .... 	�
 �
 

��(3, ��6 � /	 �ह: ह@ �,!Z�� z,
 �� .... (_�,2�� ) .... 
  

 "� �#�$�% : g�� ह@, I# 	�/�!  � 
��(3%  
  

 "� '�  )� � :  �+�#�  (�, �! �!
� 	�  �ह: �1� 
ह! ह7 ..... ( ,)���� ) ..... 
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 ��0 ����� �ह�  : WKह$ (����
� �ह: ह@ ... ( ,)���� )... 
 

 "� �#�$�% : �! 	�/ 
ह! ह7, I# �  	��/3%  
 

 "� '�  )� � : �+�#�  (�, �7 (� �ह�� ��ह � ह� � 4�! �! �1��� �ह: ��ह ! 
ह@%�7 4��� 4� 	�  �� (,�	 
!�! �!  �/3 9Q� ह1I ह�� (� �� �,�/ �$ ह� �ह: ह@% 
��/ �$ 4Kह-�! #�Y� ह@ �� 0� � i!� 	U 
ह� ह@ �� �� ह� 
ह� ह@% �,�/ �ह �ह: ह@, 
4Kह-�! 3� 	�  �ह �ह� ह@ �� ... ( ,)���� )  
 

 "� �#�$�% : ���� �ह�
�, �,�/ �ह ह@ �� 
!E �$ 0� � ).H� 	ह1  ह@ �0
 
+� /��- �$ +�9 �� �E���  ह@% W��� ���2�� ��� ���
 �! ह��� ? This is the 

question. I( I# W��� (,�	 �ह: 
! �� ! ... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 "� '�  )� �: �ह: �7 (,�	 
! 
ह� ह� �... ( ,)���� ) ... 

  

 "��%� ����  ��	: �+�#�  �ह�
�, �ह ... ( _�,,2�� )... 

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, there should be a Half-an-Hour 

Discussion on this issue! (Interruptions) 
 

 "� �#�$�% : I# 3� ���. 	@�g3% �7 c�� ��V � ह� � �� W� #
 ��> ह��� 

���ह3% I2! घ�.! �� ��> ह�4� �$ ... ( ,)���� ) ... 3� ���. gह�
3 ... ( ,)���� ) 

... 

 "� '�  )� � :  �+�#�  �ह�
�, I# ह�$ ��.!�. �ह: �
$�!, �1�$�! �ह:  � 
��� ह���? 

 "� �#�$�% : �7 I#�� ��.!�. �C� �� /!��� ������ �
)�- �� 
0�]/� �ह ह@ �� ).H� ह� ! ह13 +� +�9 �� ��)�� ��- #@
� ह� 
ह� ह@% W��� ��
D 
/��- �� ���ह3 ... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 "� '�  )� � :  �+�#�  (�, �7�! W��!  ��
D �� �,) �
 �! #ह/! 
	 ��� *�% I#  � W��!  ���/! 	ह1  �ह
�6 �! (�� ! ह@% �7 I#�! �ह�� ��ह � ह� � �� 
�ह �,�/ #�Y 
ह! ह7 ... ( ,)���� ) ... 
 

 "� �#�$�% : I#�!  #�� 3i��[�
 ��#�.G�$. �ह: ह@... ( ,)���� ) 
... 
 

 "� '�  )� � : �+�#�  (�, �!
� W� ��( �! ,�) � ह@ �� 0� � 
).H� �� �� ह@% �+� (� 0� � ).H� �� #�(�E� ह@ 4��!  ��1��
 
!E +
 �$ 	�,� 
/�9 ���t� .� ���( ह@% ��
ह ��	! ह@? (� x��. ��� ह@, 4� �� {� �
�� ह@% �	 
��
 4�! ).!. �,�G�$. ���! �ह: 	��. #� � ह@, �ह:  
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��� �
� #� � ह@  � W� �$ +�
  �
��
 ��� �
!�� �+�#�  �ह�
�, ह� �!  � 30 
��/� �� (�ह 35 ��/� ���� ह@%... ( ,)���� ) ... 

• 325. [The Questioner (Shri Vijay Singh Yadav) was absent. For answer 
vide page 34 infra.] 

Mr. Chairman: Question No. 326. 

Boundary Dispute with Myanmar 

*326. SHRI RISHANG KEISHING: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 

AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a)whether any boundary dispute exists between Myanmar and India; 

(b) if so, what efforts have been made to settle the dispute in a friendly 

and peaceful way; and 

(c) the steps taken to further improve and strengthen the friendly 

relations between the two countries? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 

AFFAIRS (SHRI VINOD KHANNA): (a) to (c) Sir, a Statement is placed on 

the Table of the House. 

Statement 

Boundary dispute with Myanmar 

1. Under the boundary agreement of 1967, a Joint Boundary 

Commission was constituted for demarcating the India-Myanmar boundary. 

Out of 1643 kms. of the India-Myanmar boundary, demarcation of 1472 kms. has 

been completed. 136 kms. in the Lohit sub-sector of Arunachal Pradesh and 

35 kms. in the Kabaw valley of Manipur sector remains undemarcated. 

Although the undemarcated sectors are not an issue in bilateral relations, 

discussions in this regard are held in the institutional mechanisms for 

boundary-related issues. 

2. It was also agreed in the Joint Boundary Commission by the two 

Governments to maintain all boundary pillars and to move forward with joint 

inspection, repair and restoration of pillars. The first meeting between the Heads 

of Survey Deparments of India and Myanmar was held in Yangon in 

September 1993. 
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