RAJYA SABHA [24 April, 2003]

{e) India had consuited other non-aligned nations, including during
the NAM Summit in Kuala Lumpur in February 2003,

{f) The efforts of a large number of countries, including permanent
members of UN Security Council, to avert a war did not succeed,

Job security to Gulf Returnees

3642. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:
SHRI FARMESHWAR KUMAR AGARWALLA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Indians in Iraq and Kuwait at the cutbreak of war
on March 20, the number who have left for home and those still left
behind;

(b) the steps Government are contemplating for the due return of
the Indians to resume their jobs in the Guif States from where they left
for India since and prior to the cutbreak of the war; and

{c) Government's response to the media reports that not all, who
left in the wake of war, may be welcome to return?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI VINOD KHANNAY): (a) to (c) There were approximately
3,50,000 Indians in Kuwait at the outbreak of war on 20 March. Kuwait
airport has remained open to normal commercial flights throughout the
duration of war. Air India and Indian Airlines carried 5705 passengers
from Kuwait to India between 19-31 March, 2003. The Government of
Kuwait has clarified that an expatriate can return to Kuwait within 6 months
of his departure provided his residence visa remains valid. There were
reportedly 19 Indian nationals in Iraq at the outbreak of the war, all of
whom chose to stay on in Irag. There are no reports of Indian nationals
leaving other Gulf countries on account of outbreak of war.

indo-China Relations

3643. SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state : .

(a) whether China has sent a message to India that it wants to built
strong eéconomic and business ties with India; and
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